Allen Cummings Ludlow
September 17, 1952 - November 30, 2020

Allen Cummings Ludlow, 68, passed away Monday, November 30, 2020 at the Utah Valley
Regional Medical Center following a sudden heart attack. He was born on September 17,
1952, to Robert Jones and Emily Louise Cummings Ludlow in Modesto, California. He
was the fourth of five brothers in that family, who were Robert, Paul, Douglas, and David.
As a faithful member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Allen served a
mission to Florida at the age of 19. He attended Brigham Young University where he met
his future wife, Gretchen Meibos. They were married in the Oakland California Temple in
1974.
He graduated from BYU with a Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting, and returned to Modesto
to work in his father’s CPA firm. He soon earned his CPA certification and then started his
own practice five years later.
Allen and Gretchen are the parents of three children: Laura Anne Payne (Jeff); Kristy Lynn
Jensen (Tom); and Allen Jeremy (AJ) Ludlow (JoAnna). There are also 13 grandchildren
in the family.
Allen developed a love for computers early on so that he could use them in his accounting
profession. One of his first computers was a “portable” which must have weighed 30
pounds. He continued to love technology all his life.
He served in numerous callings for his Church, often in Ward and Stake Clerk positions.
He also loved serving as Stake Sports Director and his program was enjoyed by many. His
service as a Branch President for a Hmong, Laotian, and Cambodian Congregation in the
Modesto Area brought him great satisfaction.
Allen and Gretchen moved to Utah in 2004 to be closer to their children and
grandchildren. He later served as a counselor in a bishopric in a Utah Valley University
Young Adult Ward. Allen’s most recent Church calling was as the Technology Specialist for

his Ward. He enjoyed helping ward members with their technology problems and
questions. He was a faithful BYU sports enthusiast, helping to found the Modesto chapter
of the Cougar Club. As a student, he worked for the BYU ticket office and often got
excellent seats to football and basketball games. He was excited to move back to Provo to
be closer to BYU sports where he could participate in more Cougar Club activities.
Allen’s favorite place to vacation was Lake Tahoe. The family spent almost every summer
vacation in Tahoe enjoying the beautiful views of the lake and each other’s company.
When Allen and Gretchen finally downsized from their Orem home and moved to a Provo
condo, he served on the HOA board where he put their finances in order and contributed
much service. Despite his professional success, his family and his faith have always been
a source of joy and his primary focus.
Allen is survived by his wife of 46 years, Gretchen Meibos Ludlow, and their three children
and families. He was preceded in death by his parents.
A memorial service will be held on Friday, December 4, 2020 at 11:00 a.m.at the
Grandview 9th Ward Chapel, 1555 North 1350 West, Provo, Utah. Family and close
friends are invited to attend. The service will be available for streaming via zoom:
https://byu.zoom.us/j/94642332065
Condolences may be expressed to his family at www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

Allen, Gretchen and the entire Ludlow family was a prominent part of my entire
childhood and much of my adult years. Allen and Gretchen visited with my parents
Craig and Harriet Lewis while Kristy and I would play together as toddlers. From the
time of my earliest memories until they moved in 2004, the Lewis's and Ludlow's
were two of the staples of the Modesto 4th Ward. Childhood birthdays together.
Camping trips together. Playing at each other's houses constantly. Church
experiences together. BYU EVERYTHING together! I still remember how the
Ludlow's had a computer at their house well before my family did, and I was
fascinated with it! I can still hear and see Allen's infectious laugh and smile in my
minds' eye.
Growing up as a quasi-member of the Allen & Gretchen Ludlow family was and is a
treasure in my life. They reinforced good values and were shining examples of the
best of what familywide friendships can be. Allen, you and Gretchen raised a
wonderful family which brought you great joy and happiness in this life, and I know it
will continue and expand infinitely in the hereafter.

Aaron Lewis - December 07, 2020 at 07:43 PM

“

I grew up with the Ludlow boys. Emmy Lou and Burt Ludlow were close friends of my
mom and dad, or Bernard and Catharine Openshaw. Growing up I remember my
brother and sister, or Phillip and Claudia and I would often go over to the Ludlow
home and visit. We spent some quality time with both David and to a lesser extent
with Allen, who is three years my senior. The Ludlow family are all salt-of-the earth
people. They were and are an exemplary family, both in the community at large and
within the faith that so defines all their lives. Lives full of love and service to family,
friends, and others. I am sure Allen will be missed. However, I am also sure that with
Allen’s many skills and abilities he will immediately be put to work in the glorious
service of helping others, as he also prepares a place for his sweet wife and children.
Until we meet again brother, rest from all your earthly labors. . .
Alan Openshaw

Alan Openshaw - December 06, 2020 at 08:19 PM

“

Allen was always kind to my family and always had a smile for us. We are so sad to
hear of his passing. The Bunnells family

Katie Bunnell - December 04, 2020 at 09:41 PM

“

We watched the memorial service on zoom!!! We so agree with every single
sentiment!
We thought about sending a bag of stale orange slices instead of the plant, but
thought better of it!! Such wonderful memories we have of you both!!! Thanks for
being such amazing examples!! We love you!!! Roger & Diedra Mahaffey

Diedra Mahaffey - December 04, 2020 at 02:41 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Allen Cummings
Ludlow.

December 04, 2020 at 08:44 AM

“

A true eternal friend. Though the miles and the years separate us, our love and
admiration for Allen and the Ludlow family continues. We had some great times as
young couples and as more “mature” couples. It was a sad day for us when they
moved to Utah. The few times we were able to meet up, it was as if no time had
passed at all. That’s the measure of good friends. Allen’s example of a true disciple
of Christ had such a positive impact on our lives. Gretchen, Laura, AJ and Kristy,
may your knowledge of God’s eternal plan and the love of friends and family give you
comfort now and in the days ahead.

Ron & Portia Brooks & family - December 03, 2020 at 06:28 PM

“

Allen an Gretchen are two dear friends whom we grew to love as we lived as neighbors
and friends from the time they were married! Allen quietly served and was always there
when someone needed help! Gretchen only spoke kind words of others! What a perfect
team, equally yoked! We will miss Allen! We send love and hugs to Gretchen and their
children! He will definitely be missed! Much love, Rex and Vicky Lewis
Rex and Vicky Lewis - December 04, 2020 at 02:22 PM

“

Allen and Gretchen were a pillar in the 4th ward and were always willing to serve and serve
well. Shirley and I Loved them over the years as they were always faithful and up beat.
They touched a lot of lives during Allen's life and will always be remembered for the
wonderful devotion to the Lord and the building of His Kingdom. We will miss him. Love,
Shirly and Duane Lindsay
Laurence Lindsay - December 06, 2020 at 05:57 PM

“

The Vern Wardle Famiy purchased the Rainbow Reflections Basket for the family of
Allen Cummings Ludlow.

The Vern Wardle Famiy - December 03, 2020 at 05:28 PM

“

Such a terrific loss, we are so sorry. Allen and Gretchen have been such dear friends
since we moved to Modesto in 1980. Loved doing things together as couples or
families. After they moved to Utah, we still wanted Allen to do our taxes. Loved
visiting with Allen and Gretchen so much there was no way I was going to send the
taxes through the mail. Love you Gretchen and family!

Wardle’s - December 03, 2020 at 04:16 PM

“

Gretchen and family. Ed and I were so sorry to hear about the passing of Allen. How
grateful we are for the gospel. Allen as well as your entire family have been such a large
part of out lives. All Our Love,
Ed and Sharon Smith
Sharon Smith - December 04, 2020 at 04:38 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Allen Cummings
Ludlow.

December 03, 2020 at 04:08 PM

“

Loving Lilies and Roses Bouquet was purchased for the family of Allen Cummings
Ludlow.

December 03, 2020 at 02:42 PM

