Athena Stella Konakis Swasey
July 15, 1933 - December 14, 2021

In loving memory of Athena Swasey, born July 15, 1933 and died December 14, 2021.
Athena was born in Sunnyside, Utah to Gust and Stella Konakis. She was one of 16
children including her twin sister, Angie. She had 10 children of which 8 survived. She was
widowed from her husband, Charles R. Swasey, when she was 28 years old leaving her to
raise all of the children by herself.
Athena was a homemaker, she converted from the Greek Orthodox church in Price to The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints by missionaries at the age of 21. She admired
them and had married into the family of Rodney DeGrass Swasey who made his way west
with Brigham Young. When she settled in Provo in the Bonneville Ward, she said she
came home. She was very fond of the young people from the church who dropped in to
check on her when her health was failing. She loved teasing and joking with them. Athena
loved her family and was always there for them. It breaks our hearts to lose her, she was
one in a billion.
She is survived by 3 sisters, Constance Poglajen, Marion Kogianes, and her twin sister
Angie Lawerence. 2 Brothers, Lynn Kanakis and Stanley Kanakis. 7 Children, Charlotte
Nielsen, Nancy & (Eldon) Smith, Josephine & (Rick) Pyne, Valene Swasey, George &
(Angela) Swasey, Lynn & (Lisa) Swasey, and Stanley Swasey. 19 grandchildren, 22 greatgrandchildren, and 4 great-great-grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her
parents Gus & Stella, her brothers Steve, Johnny, Andrew, Angelo, and Nick. Her sisters
Harriet, Helen, Annie, Artemis, and Mary Rizzuto, Her son Charles Rod Swasey III, and
his two boys, Chad and Charles Swasey, and grandsons Michael Lanphear and Mark
Nielsen.
Funeral services will be held at 11:30 a.m., Monday, December 20, 2021 at the Bonneville
1st Ward Chapel, 85 South 900 East, Provo, Utah. Friends may call from 10-11:15 a.m.
prior to services. Interment, Provo City Cemetery. Condolences may be expressed at ww
w.bergmortuary.com.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the family can be made via Venmo at https://venmo.com/u/J
acklyn-Mart.
Those who are unable to attend Athena's services can view a livestream via Zoom: https://
zoom.us/j/93574336033?pwd=dm41TDdRZXE2MEw5emRSWFIxb3ZFdz09
Meeting ID: 935 7433 6033
Passcode: 957775

Cemetery Details
Provo City Cemetery
610 South State Street
Provo, UT 84606

Previous Events
Visitation
DEC 20. 10:00 AM - 11:15 AM (MT)
Bonneville 1st Ward Chapel
85 South 900 East
Provo, UT 84606

Funeral Service
DEC 20. 11:30 AM (MT)
Bonneville 1st Ward Chapel
85 South 900 East
Provo, UT 84606

Tribute Wall
Peter Allam purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of
Athena Stella Konakis Swasey.

Peter Allam - December 19, 2021 at 07:55 PM

I have very fond memories of Athen, as we all called her. As my former mother-inlaw, she was kind, caring and loving. If she liked you, you became an instant life
long friend. I remember that huge infectious laugh she had, and her big smile.
The silly way she fidgeted around when she was really happy about something
just made you smile. She loved her children more than anything.
I remember her (can't remember exactly what it was called) Greek chicken and
rice soup! to her it was the cure all for anything bad. And it was delicious! I also
remember sitting around the kitchen table when she would do your fortune by
reading your coffee cup when you finished, and after it dried.
I remember one afternoon with Athen, Nancy and at least two of the kids, don't
remember which ones now, in my Toyota Landcruiser. We just went for little four
wheeling ride in the foothills. After climbing to the top of a really steep hill, then
slowly creeping along at an extremely steep sideways angle trying to find a place
to turn around, I'm sure they all were convinced we were going to roll over. But
there sat Athen, praying out loud that we would be okay. And, of course, we were.
I truly think her prayers must have helped us out that day.
When I look at her picture, it still makes me smile...you were truly loved Athena,
and you will be missed. God speed, say hello to Charlie for me....
My deepest most sincere condolences go out to the entire family.
Most affectionately, Peter Allam
Peter Allam - December 19, 2021 at 07:41 PM

RD

I am so sadden by the loss of Athena. I delivered her meals on wheels for many
years and have missed seeing her and her “do I look fat” comments I was moved
to a different route and didn’t get to see her in the last couple years. She was
always in good spirits no matter the situation or how she was feeling. God bless
her. It was a pleasure serving her all those years. Rose (Meals on wheels)
rose dixon - December 18, 2021 at 09:43 PM

NS

Don’t know what she would have done without your cheerful countenance. Thank you!.
Nancy Smith - December 19, 2021 at 03:17 PM



Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the family of Athena
Stella Konakis Swasey.

December 17, 2021 at 05:09 PM



Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Athena
Stella Konakis Swasey.

December 17, 2021 at 01:38 AM

