Bess Thomas Coleman
July 15, 1924 - August 6, 2020

Our sweet mother, Bess Thomas Coleman, passed away peacefully on August 6, 2020, in
Orem, Utah. She was born in Salt Lake City, Utah, on July 15, 1924, to Milton Howard and
Fern Foote Thomas. She married Ray Cassell Coleman on August 29, 1942. She was a
long-time resident of Provo. Besides being a devoted wife and loving mother, she also
developed and directed a pre-school in her home for seventeen years.
Because she grew up during the depression, Bess learned how to help others, to be
frugal, and to have compassion for those in need. She carried these qualities with her
throughout her entire life, always giving and sacrificing for others.
Mom appreciated all the beauty and artistic value around her. She enjoyed oil painting,
water coloring, and sketching and shared her talents with family and the pre-school
children she so devotedly taught. Her former students frequently returned to “Teacher
Bess” to remind her of the impact she had on their lives.
Bess raised five children and was a superb homemaker, who always welcomed everyone
to her home. We children remember things like the aroma of homemade bread baking as
we came home from school and Mom always humming while she worked. Mom always
doted on her children. She served family members and neighbors alike in their times of
need, fixing meals, taking care of the sick, or being the comforter. She not only was the
model mom, but she became the model grandmother. She loved to spoil and adore each
spirit.
Mom was a loyal and loving wife to dad. Dad’s shift work required that she find creative
ways to keep children quiet while he slept, and it was her way to support him in his work.
She was a member of the Provo Police Officer Wives Association. She was a happy
companion to him as they camped in their favorite spot at Singletree in Wayne County.
She was the creative mastermind of many of the projects dad made in his woodshop.
Bess was a faithful member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and served

in a variety of positions. She conveyed her personal faith and strength to her children, and
taught them to do their best at everything they did.
She was preceded in death by her husband, Ray; son-in-law, Julius J. Bernardi; brothers,
Howard, Robert, Craig, and Maury Thomas; sisters, Nena Gail Thomas and Fay T. Perry;
and her parents. She is survived by her children, Claudia (Jack) Reid, Paula Bernardi,
Sam (Linda) Coleman, Kelly Coleman, and Jody Coleman; 10 grandchildren, 39 greatgrandchildren, and 7 great-great-grandchildren.
The family expresses a special thank you to Jourdan, Erika, and Laurie for their loving
care in Mom’s time of need.
Mom will live in our hearts forever. Godspeed, sweet angel mother.
Graveside services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Thursday, August 13, 2020 at the Provo City
Cemetery, 610 South State Street, Provo. Condolences may be expressed at
www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

She was a very nice and caring person.

JoAnn Winn Offret - August 25, 2020 at 06:02 PM

“

Kelly, sorry to hear about your Mom. She was always sweet to me when I was at
your place. I remember going there for the 4th of July fireworks one year.
Take care,
LaDean Hancock

LaDean Hancock - August 12, 2020 at 11:52 AM

“

Please accept our sincere condolences for the passing of your mother. Bess and Ray
were friends for many years during the years I worked with Ray. Your mother was a
sweet lady and will be missed.

Duane and Shirley Fraser - August 10, 2020 at 03:30 PM

“

I remember your Mom was always so sweet. I was friends with Kelly years ago when
my sister lived in Provo. You had a great family.
Judy Morgan

Judy Morgan - August 10, 2020 at 11:54 AM

“

My dear Aunt Bess. She will always be remembered by me for her sweet spirit and
the love she shared with everyone. She always expressed concern for my family and
how we were all doing. Four of my grandchildren were lucky enough to be in her
preschool. It was always a happy time when I went to pick them up. I got to visit a
little with Teacher Bess and Teacher Paula. My grandkids loved them so much and
learned so much in their preschool. I always got a chance to talk to Uncle Ray in his
workshop and see the newest project he was working on. Aunt Bess you share a
special place in my heart. I know you are now one of God's special angels. I love
you. Your niece Gail

Gail Barney - August 09, 2020 at 06:37 PM

“

Barbara B. purchased the Pink Tribute Spray for the family of Bess Thomas
Coleman.

Barbara B. - August 08, 2020 at 03:11 PM

