Bill Pope
September 12, 1922 - November 30, 2010

Bill Jordan Pope, born September 12, 1922, in Salt Lake City, passed away November 30,
2010 in his home. The oldest of four children, he was raised under the loving tutelage of
his parents, Louis Albert and Ruth Jordan from whom he learned the value of hard work,
ingenuity, service and charity. As a youth, Bill worked 12-hour days doing chores that
included milking cows, tending chickens, moving bricks, and crafting cabinets. Science
was always Bill's passion but after some serious explosions in the basement he was
banned from experimenting at home.
He became a renowned scientist who founded three companies, served a full-time
mission for the LDS Church at Temple Square with his beloved wife Margaret, and
nurtured an army of lasting friendships. He was known for his kindness. Above all and
through all, Bill was devoted to God, his family, and his country as exemplified in his
service.
As an engineering student at the University of Utah he was expecting a call to active duty
in the Army ROTC when he was "smitten" by the beauty and charm of Margaret
McConkie. He sold his Harley Davidson motorcycle to buy her an engagement ring and
the two were wed in the Salt Lake Temple September 10, 1943. They were married for 67
wondrous years.
As an ROTC cadet at the University of Utah, Bill was called into active duty during World
War II. Bill served three and one half years as an officer in the Infantry and Engineering
Corps in the United States, the Philippine Islands and Japan. He returned to the University
of Utah and earned his bachelor's degree in Chemical Engineering in 1947. He completed
his master's degree and doctorate degrees of Chemical Engineering at the University of
Washington. He was a researcher for Utah Oil Company for seven years before being
recruited to join the Chemical Engineering Department at Brigham Young University (BYU)
in 1958.
Bill took a 3 year sabbatical from BYU to organize a graduate program in chemical

engineering at the Abadan Institute of Technology in Abadan, Iran, where he served as a
professor and as the acting president. Returning to BYU he was appointed as a full
professor and served as chairman of the chemical engineering department. During his
tenure at BYU he founded Megadiamond Corporation with Tracy Hall and Duane Horton in
1966. In 1978 Bill joined his son Louis, who had founded US Synthetic Corporation, a
company in ultra-high pressure synthesis, manufacturing synthetic diamond grit and
sintered rock drill cutting elements. He served as President and then later as chairman of
the board. In the last decade he founded Dimicron, a company which develops and
markets diamond technology for prosthetic joints. As a world renowned expert Bill has
lectured at international technical conferences throughout the United States, Russia,
Mexico, Japan, and Holland.
Bill's devotion to his faith produced a lifetime list of leadership callings including: stake
mission president, LDS bishop, stake president, and regional representative. At the time of
his passing, Bill was a sealer in the Provo Temple. He was also extremely active in civic
affair. Among the many awards he received were the Governor's Silver Medal Award for
Science and Technology.
Success to Bill was never an end in and of itself; it was the means by which he could help
others whether it was helping raise money for his Alma Mater University of Washington,
Brigham Young University, and Utah Valley University or setting up scholarships.
Bill and Margaret firmly believed that education increases potential for contributing to the
happiness and well-being of families and society.
One of his daughters observed, "Dad's insatiable curiosity to discover the world we live in
and his efforts to learn the principles that govern the universe have continued on through
his 88th year. Dad may have passed away but he never retired. He was still going into
work and developing patents up until a month before he died."
Bill J. Pope is lovingly remembered by his wife Margaret McConkie Pope, his son Louis
and wife Chriss, his daughter Leslie and husband Alan Layton, his daughter Kathryn and
husband David Paxman, and his daughter Patrice and husband Wayne Tew. His 27
grandchildren and 68 great-grandchildren recall how "Grandpa always had some little
gadget in his pocket to educate and entertain us." His brothers Lynn and Keith Pope
preceded him in death, but he is survived by his sister Mary Pope Ryan and her husband
Ralph.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Saturday, December 4, 2010 at the Hobble
Creek Stake Center, 450 South Canyon Road, Springville, Utah. Friends may call at the
Berg Mortuary of Provo, 185 East Center Street, Friday, December 3, 2010 in the evening

from 6-8;.and at the Hobble Creek Stake Center Saturday morning from 9:30-10:45 prior
to services. Interment, Salt Lake City Cemetery. Condolences may be sent through www.b
ergmortuary.com or info@bergmortuary.com.

Previous Events
Visitation
DEC 3. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (MT)
Berg Mortuary of Provo - East Room
185 East Center Street
Provo, UT 84606

Interment
DEC 4 (MT)
Salt Lake City Cemetery
200 N Street East
Salt Lake City, UT 84103

Visitation
DEC 4. 9:30 AM - 10:45 AM (MT)
Hobble Creek Stake Center
450 Hobble Creek Canyon Road
Springville, UT 84663

Funeral Service
DEC 4. 11:00 PM (MT)
Hobble Creek Stake Center
450 Hobble Creek Canyon Road
Springville, UT 84663

Tribute Wall

BN

Dear Margaret, So sorry we didn't get to the funeral, but we've thought of you a
lot. Bill's obit is still here on my desk, and when I saw the nice article in the
Deseret News this morning, I just looked at it and said, "I love you both". Bill was
always so thoughtful and dignified. "Stately" might be a good word. But he was so
down to earth and approachable. I shall always remember him as a very kind,
intelligent and considerate man. We miss you both, as I'm sure you will miss him.
May the Lord bless you and your family. Boyd & Tamra
Boyd Cobbley - Provo, UT - former neighbor - December 18, 2010 at 12:00 AM

EP

Louis, we would like to express our deepest condolences to you and your family
for the loss of your Dad. May you all find the strength to deal with the loss. Death
is the worst of Mans' enemy, what a relief it will be when it is finaly crushed.
Best regards,
Esther & Peter.
Esther Mutuma - Nairobi - A friend to Louis Pope - December 15, 2010 at 12:00 AM

DF

Margaret and family -- Dave and I had been out of town and were so sorry to hear
of Bill's passing when we returned. What an unusual gentleman he was ...
unfailingly kind, a brilliant intellect coupled with sweet humilty ... how unusual! We
are grateful to have known him and send our love and prayers for your comfort at
the sadness of this temporary separation. Dave and Mary Ward
Dave and Mary Ward - Provo, UT - friend - December 08, 2010 at 12:00 AM

SA

Sister Pope, I'll never forget the love and warmth you and your husband showed
to our small branch. I was in the branch at BYU way back in the early 70's and
President Pope was the Branch President and you taught Sunday School. The
lessons I learned from watching you both has greatly blessed my life. thank you
for your lives of service and dedication to our Lord. You gave me a great start as
a young woman.
Susan Peery Lafaele - St. George, UT - acquaintaince - December 05, 2010 at 12:00 AM

WF

We share our love and condolences to your family in the passing of Bill. He was
one of my father's (Clyde Davis) most cherished friends. I'm sure they are having
a great reunion. I last saw him in the temple a few weeks ago, and we had a
delightful talk. Our prayers are with you. Wade and Valarie Davis
Wade and Valarie Davis - Provo, UT - friend - December 05, 2010 at 12:00 AM

RC

I have always admired Bill as my older cousin and being double cousins made it
seem even more special. Each time I saw him he was so gracious and kind,a trait
of character he manifested all his life. His funeral today was perfect, his children
outstanding in their tributes and also the others who spoke so highly of him It was
good to hear of all his acomplishments and see what a wonderful posterity he
has. Margaret, you and he are to be highly admired. Love to all, Robert and
Bonnie Farr
Robert and Bonnie Jordan Farr - lindon, UT - cousin - December 05, 2010 at 12:00 AM

AF

Having been in the ROTC and army group with Bill at the U of U and in the
Service, it is easy to recall that Bill was smarter than most of us. He was
exemplary in every way and always a faithful friend. His passing brings up a
celebration of a life well lived. Our sympathy to all who remain. His example will
be felt down through the generations that follow and certainly by all of us who
know him personally.
Art Anderson - Salt Lake City, UT - Friend - December 04, 2010 at 12:00 AM

SF

Condolences to the Pope family.
I am grateful for my friendship with Bill - he taught me much. He is a champion, a
teacher, a brilliant businessman, a role model, a loving giving family man, and
certainly a man of God.
His legacy is large - endless. My brief association with him will be an important
part of my memories forever.
Thanks, Bill, for everything..........
Scott Mayfield
Scott Mayfield - South Jordan, UT - Friend, supporter, fan - December 04, 2010 at 12:00 AM

PC

Margaret and family,
We will miss the services for Bill. As wonderful as they may be, and I'm sure they
will be beautiful and meaningful, they could never do justice to this great and
noble man. To be around Bill, and you Margaret, has always been an uplifting
experience. Our last fond meeting was when Bill was a quest speaker at our
Orem Golden K Kiwanis, at my invitation. You were both so cordial and the entire
club appreciated and were amazed at what Bill presented.
Over the years our associations through the College of Engineering at BYU have
been so totally enjoyable and satisfying. We remember the times at your place in
Hobble Creek and what fine hosts you were.
We are amazed at Bill's accomplishments, yet with all that he was a humble,
gentle, truly genuine person. May the Lord bless you, Margaret, and your entire
family. With you we will miss Bill greatly.
Love, Paul and Lillian Berrett
Paul Berrett - Orem, UT - Colleague - December 04, 2010 at 12:00 AM

CF

Bill Pope is the gentlest, kindest man. Years ago, I worked at US Synthetic, and I
was lucky to receive his charming smile and friendly thoughts every time he came
in. His generosity has always been such an example to me, and I am grateful and
blessed to have known such a sweet man.
Christine Adams Holmberg - Murray, UT - Friend - December 04, 2010 at 12:00 AM

CF

I knew Elder Pope from our time serving together at Temple Square. I have fond
memories of him and of the time we were able to spend together talking about
any number of subjects (missionary work to chemistry). I wish I could be there for
his service to honor him and his exemplary life.
Cathy Carmode Lim - Visalia, CA - friend - December 03, 2010 at 12:00 AM

TF

The last time I saw Bill was at dinner atop the Contemporary restaurant in Disney
World. He and Margaret and Kathy and I had a wonderful evening with Bill and
Margaret telling us wonderful stories of their travels and experiences. The
evening ended with us sharing the fireworks display over Magic Kingdom. I'll
always remember that evening with fondness. Bill and Margaret showed us how
life should be lived to the fullest. His family can take comfort that Bill lived a
wonderful life and they all helped make it so...
Terry and Kathy Kane
Terry Kane - Columbus, OH - friend - December 03, 2010 at 12:00 AM

RC

Bill lived an eventful and productive life. I always remember him as my older
cousin who was expected to achieve great things. This he did. His passing is sad,
but he will always be rembered as having lived a productive life. His testimony of
the gospel was strong. He has earned his place in the Kingdom of God.
Love Richard.
Richard O. Jordan - Riverton, UT - Cousin - December 03, 2010 at 12:00 AM

AF

I have always admired Elder Pope. As soon as I first met him on my mission to
Temple Square, I knew I had been blessed to meet a most magnificent person. I
instantly loved him. His gentle, warm way and words of wisdom shared with love
continually touched my life and brought me closer to Christ. The way in which he
loved Margaret and tenderly talked about her was stirring. What a great example
he has been to me.
Not long after the Popes arrived on Temple Square, Marie-Stella and I enjoyed a
grand dinner with Bill and Margaret courtesy of Margaret. Right away I felt this
connection with them that I still feel just as strongly today even though we haven't
seen each other for some time. I wish I had visited with him and Margaret before
his passing to tell those two what a profound influence they have had on my life.
How grateful I am for people like him who make people like me, and I'm sure
countless others, better people. I love you dearly Margaret. My heart is with you.
Amelene Desrosiers - Lehi, UT - Friend - December 03, 2010 at 12:00 AM

KF

I knew Bill for a long time and shall always remember him. He played a big part in
my being brought to Utah to be a part of his company and not only was he my
employer but much more of a friend. He was one of the most kindhearted
person’s that I ever knew. In fact, I shall always be thankful to God for letting me
experience him being the friend that he blessed me with. There are some people
who rise every day and bring to life, cherished memories, teachings and faith that
help us sail the journey of life and Bill will always be one of those people for me.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you, and we are sharing the burden of this
great grief. May God bless you.
Karl & Bee Jay Kuhnen
Karl Kuhnen - Bluffdale, UT - Friend - December 03, 2010 at 12:00 AM

WM

I adore Elder Pope. My memories of him only include him smiling. I loved giving
tours with Elder Pope, having gospel discussions with him. His calm, warm
manner always made me look up to him. I love him and am so sad for his wife
and family at this sad time. Love to you, Sister Pope!
Wendy Ormsby - WEST JORDAN, UT - Temple Square Missionary - December 03, 2010 at 12:00
AM

LC

I served my mission on Temple Suare with Elder and Sister Pope. I was so sorry
to hear of Elder Popes passing. He was a wonderful example to me as we served
together on temple square. How wonderful it is to have the knowledge of eternal
families. My thoughts and prayers are with your family at this time.
Laurie Steenbakkers Checketts - December 03, 2010 at 12:00 AM

MF

Gary and I were so sad to hear of Bill's passing. He truly was an outstanding
man. He was always very warm and friendly toward us.
Our hearts and thoughts will be with you.
Love,
Mildred Watts
Mildred Watts - Provo, UT - Friend - December 03, 2010 at 12:00 AM

MF

I have a few memories of Bill, but the fist one that comes to mind is when he
remember me after about 13 years. I had been Margret's visiting teacher years
before and we run into each other in the Toyota shuttle after dropping my car of
and we shared a ride and when he heard my voice he had Maria is that you? I
was amazed that he remember who I was. And intermediately he gave me his
card ant told me to call Margaret.I had only been back to Utah Valley a few mo.
And I am so glad that I was around to be friends with him and Margaret for 5
years.I enjoyed being near by neighbors a couple miles away. I am lucky to have
known Brother Bill Pope.
Love you Margaret.
Maria and Quinn Fawcett
MAria E. Fawcett - Georgetown, TX - friend - December 02, 2010 at 12:00 AM

DD

Dear Pope family, I would like to express my deepest sympathy for your loss. Bill
was so loved at our office. He always brought a wonderful spirit with him and it
created such a warm atmosphere. My staff always looked forward to seeing him.
He will be sorely missed. Our prayers are with you during this difficult time.
Thanks for being such a great example, all of you!
Sincerely, Dennis Blume
Dennis Blume - Springville, UT - Family dentist - December 02, 2010 at 12:00 AM

CM

Bill Pope was a gentleman in the old fashioned sense of the word. His manner
was always loving and gentle, and he treated everyone with respect. He had a
wonderful sense of humor and a strong and welcoming handshake for all. His
presence in our ward and the canyon will be missed by everyone who lives there.
The "father" of our ward has passed; he will be never be forgotten. Please know
of our love for you, Margaret. You and Bill have been an inspiration to us all.
Love, Larry and Chris Fry
Christine Fry - Springville, UT - Friend/ward member - December 02, 2010 at 12:00 AM

