Brent Chambers
December 3, 1943 - April 11, 2015

Max Brent Chambers passed away peacefully on April 11, 2015, surrounded by family and
friends. Brent was born on December 3, 1943, in Provo, Utah to Evelyn Olsen and Max
Willard Chambers. He was raised in Spanish Fork, Utah, where he graduated from
Spanish Fork High School. After high school, he served an LDS mission in Southern
Germany, an experience that influenced the rest of his life and career. After returning
home from Germany, Brent attended Brigham Young University where he majored in
education with an emphasis in German. Brent worked as a German teacher at Provo High
School for 35 years, and Pleasant Grove High School for 4 years. He was well loved as a
teacher and colleague and dedicated countless hours to his students and school.
Brent was a lifelong member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. He
served in many capacities, including MTC Branch President, a MTC service mission and 2
Bishoprics.
Following college, Brent soon met the love of his life, Carolyn Larsen. They were married
on April 20, 1973, in the Provo LDS Temple, and would have celebrated their 42nd
wedding anniversary this month. Brent and Carolyn made their home in Provo, where they
raised 5 sons and 1 daughter. Brent and Carolyn are also the proud grandparents of 15
grandchildren.
Brent loved to travel. He was always ready to jump in the car and take off for a weekend
excursion. While teaching, he was able to establish a German/American exchange
program with sister schools in Germany. He traveled to Germany on over 20 different
occasions. He loved planning these trips and delighted in helping students, friends and
family discover and explore the country he learned to love as a missionary years before.
Brent was a caring person and was able to create many endearing friendships throughout
life. He was always the center of attention, and was always ready to share a joke. Above
all, Brent loved his family. He always made time to attend his children’s sporting events,
rehearsals, plays and concerts, and took great pride in all of their accomplishments. We’ll

miss him, but we take comfort in knowing his struggles on this Earth are now over. Bis auf
wiedersehen!
Brent is survived by his wife, Carolyn Larsen; their 6 children: Cory (Emily) Provo; Kelly
(Chanelle) Winter Park, Florida; Kevin (Amy) Bluffdale; Kirk (Marilyn) Provo; Craig
(Chelsea) Heber; Kristen, Cottonwood Heights; and his brother, Gary (RuthAnn) North
Logan. He was preceded in death by his loving parents, Max and Evelyn Chambers; and
his grandparents, Emma Hopkins and Angus Olsen, and Mabel Goddard and John
Chambers.
Funeral services will be held at 1:00 p.m., Saturday, April 18, 2015 at the Grandview 15th
Ward Chapel, 1122 North Grand Avenue, Provo, Utah. Friends may call at the church
Friday, April 17 from 6-8:00 p.m. and Saturday, from 11:30-12:30 p.m. prior to services.
Interment, Provo City Cemetery. Condolences may be sent online at http://www.bergmortu
ary.com.
The family wishes to express appreciation and thanks for all those who helped Brent fight,
especially the liver transplant team at IMC, IMC ICU team, Stonehenge of American Fork
and the late Dr. Joseph Liddle.
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Comments

“

I am thankful that this wall is still in place, months after Mr. Chambers' passing.
Herr Chambers,
Was one of a kind. He was fun and very inclusive of others outside himself and his
immediate family. He befriended me as a young transfer student when my family
moved to Utah in '73, mid-year. It was a very difficult time for me and my family.
At that time he was dating his wife and lived with a roommate in south Provo on the
east side of University Avenue. He would invite me to his home for dinner with he
and his roommate.
Over the following two years, I took German, and became good friends with Mr.
Chambers. I went to Europe with him and Ray B Jones, for a month along with two
other students, the summer of '75 through the FSL program. He was a great
instructor.
When I was of age and called to serve a mission, I was sure they had made a
mistake some how, as I went to Japan, as he had instilled in me a love for the
language and the people of Germany.
The whole reason I was looking him up today was to send him a picture of my
youngest serving in Berlin, and how I guess life, as we think it should be, skips a
generation. I was unaware of his passing.
My older son, having served in Romania, returned to serve in the German Consulate
in Munich last year. My two sons took German in High School as I did. My wife and I
attempted to teach the same love and respect for those around us, as was taught to
us by examples like Mr.Chambers,
I wish to express my deep thanks and gratitude to his wife and family, for a lifetime of
sharing their spouse and father with the rest of the community.
Respectfully,
Dr. Stephen M. Lyon- Billings, MT

Stephen M Lyon - November 17, 2015 at 09:10 AM

“

Mr. Chambers was one of my favorite teachers I ever had. I am a 4th grade teacher
now, and I often tell my students about my time in Mr. Chambers' German classes. I
still remember quite a bit of German, too, considering that I only took 2 years.
The last time I saw him was at an airplane show at the Provo airport. I don't know if
he remembered me, but I will never forget him. He was one of the nicest people I've
known, and one of the most fun.
I remember him teaching us "Mein Han ist tot," which I still remember well. I also
loved his "eeny meeny miny moe" type games, like "Kaffee oder Tee" and "Mueller's
Kuh." And I'll never forget his sarcastic commentary on our textbook (and
accompanying cassette), "Neue Freunde." (When playing the tape: "See if you can
figure out which one of these characters hasn't puberdized yet.") (Viewing a picture
in the book: "I don't think that's Jens's arm there. His arm isn't that hairy. Maybe it's
his mom's.)
Once I was wearing a t-shirt with a big question mark on it. The same day in the text
book, one of the characters (Wiebke Nedel?) was wearing an ugly blue sweater that
also had a question mark. I don't remember his comments exactly, but he was
definitely quick to point out our matching question marks. It's that kind of thing I'll
remember most; he always made class fun with his sense of humor.
Silly things to remember? Perhaps. But they are good memories.
Finally, I remember him teaching us this song:
Himmel und Erde muessen vergehen
Aber die Musici, aber die Musici,
Aber die Musici bleiben bestehn.
Mr. Chambers, you will be missed.

Casey Johnson - May 11, 2015 at 12:08 AM

“

Brent and Carolyn were part of our lives for many years. I like to imagine my parents,
Ted and Ruth Beckstrom meeting Brent at the gates of heaven with a Mozart ball or
Lindor truffle in hand. I will remember Brent as a kind, funny, adventurous soul who
made even young kids feel important. The Germany trips and dinners were highlights
of course, but there are lots of memories of casual visits and get-togethers. After my
father passed away the Chambers often included my mother in events and
excursions. I know she was grateful for the close friendship over the years. Our love
and prayers with all the family.
Jonena Beckstrom Phoenix, AZ

Jonena Beckstrom - April 23, 2015 at 04:10 PM

“

My condolences to the Chambers family! Herr Chambers was one of a handful of
teachers or professors who had a significant impact in my life! His teaching methods
or style awakened an interest in me - an interest in the German language, culture,
and people. I enjoyed 2 years of German from him in high school - I enjoyed the
class so much that I thought I hadn't learned very much. 5 days after graduation,
however, I traveled to Germany as part of the month-long exchange with students
from Gottfried-Keller-Gymnasium in Berlin, and I was pleasantly surprised at how
much German I could understand and even speak! I especially enjoyed our chats
and his historical insights as we toured various cities throughout Germany.
Little did I know then just how big a role German would play throughout my life serving an LDS mission in the German Democratic Republic, Dresden, Mission (and
subsequently the Germany Berlin Mission); passing (and even informally teaching)
college German courses; acting as interpreter on a business trip to Germany; serving
an internship with a German company in Dresden, Germany; meeting and marrying
my wife from Dresden; travelling numerous times to Germany to visit family; and
helping my sons become immersed in the German language and culture - even if
only to communicate with their German family members!
Thanks to Herr Chambers, a wonderful world has been opened to me for which I am
still very grateful!

Derek Carter
Naperville, IL
Derek Carter - April 21, 2015 at 04:50 PM

“

Bryant S. Hinckley wrote, “When we look across the years and search our memories
for the people who have influenced our lives most, we often discover some teacher,
who has not only rescued us from failure, but awakened within us interests that were
dormant and thus changed the direction of our lives. . . . Teachers we never forget
were those who did their teaching from the heart, appealed to our imagination, and
awakened our minds. . . . All great teachers have two important things in common, a
love for teaching and love for those they teach. Teaching is part of their very being.”
(Not by Bread Alone, Bookcraft, 1955, 75).
Brent has been one of those teachers. He was my German teacher at PHS from
1971 – 1973. In class, he took the learning process from memorizing and
remembering grammer to another level. Brent gave you a “moniker” which somehow
suited your personality. Both in class and at his home, he introduced you to some of
the finer points of German cuisine. And he would spend individual one-on-one time
as you prepared a story, essay or skit for a language fair or competition. Perhaps the
activity which best showed his personality was the annual week long “war” each
spring between the German, French and Spanish classes. Pranks, antics and fun
came from all sides including stuffing the teachers’ cars and offices with balloons and
newspapers; pushing Mr. Stumpfe’s locked VW around the football practice field; and
the water balloon fights that ensued at the end of the week. Herr Chambers was
seldom one-upped as he encouraged and led his troops to victory.
Brent’s interest in you extended beyond the classroom and continued after
graduation. He had a way of keeping up with what was going on in your life. His
home was always open for visits and he took time to express his sympathy at the
loss of a parent. Brent was a genuine friend and I will always appreciate the interest
and concern he showed.
May we share with others those traits of friendship, lightheartedness and concern
that he so freely shared with each of us.
Carolyn, my thoughts and prayers are with you and your family at this time. Thank
you for letting us share time with him.
Kyle Johnson

Kyle Johnson - April 20, 2015 at 08:12 PM

“

I was sad to learn of the passing of Herr Chambers. But over the past few days I
have enjoyed the opportunity to reflect on some great memories of him as a teacher,
as a comedian, and as a friend. I recall with fondness the three years of German that
I had under his direction. He made the learning of a foreign language an enjoyable
experience--particularly in our senior year when we were in a German 5 class. We
were all close friends and German with Herr Chambers was a highlight of the day. In
many respects he helped form a foundation for the rest of my life. I was able to use
the things I learned from him and apply them as a missionary in the Germany
Hamburg Mission. There I met a sister missionary who would later become my wife.
Our oldest son would carry on the tradition as he served a mission in the Switzerland
Zurich mission. And so the story goes.
I hope that his family will know how grateful I am for the opportunity I had of knowing
him and learning from him. You have a remarkable husband and father.
Auf Wiedersehen,
Udell Blackham, aka Butch, aka Rudi

Udell Blackham - April 20, 2015 at 06:33 PM

“

Such a beautiful funeral yesterday. It was lovely to hear such great stories and
memories. I expected to be crying through the funeral ( and did a little) but more
often, found myself smiling. Brent was such a wonderful man. I am so grateful to
have known him and your family. When others didn't understand my behavior and
choices resulting from the traumas and hardships I experienced in high school, so
many people near me that I knew turned away from me instead of reaching out and
asking what was going on. That was not the case with you, Brent, or your family.
Your entire family has always reached out. Always stopped to talk and say hello, with
a genuine smile and asking how things are and how I was doing and a " good to see
you" as we parted. Thank you and Brent for being such Christlike, loving, accepting
and wonderful people. I love your wonderful family so much! You all feel like family.
You and Brent have been such wonderful friends to my parents,and our family, so
many of my childhood memories are tied into stories involving both our families and I
cherish them. Brent left a beautiful mark on this world. I am better for knowing him,
and you. Thank you!!! Much Love, Kerstin

kerstin - April 19, 2015 at 10:21 AM

“

Dear Wonderful Chambers family I count my years working at PHS with Brent as some of the best in my life! I loved
Brent and he always was so good-hearted to me and to his students. He cared about
each one and worked hard to support and help each student. I remember him at so
many extracurricular events -- supporting his family and children. And what a great
family you are! Brent had reason to be happy about the love and leadership shown
by his own kids. I was out of town on work assignment but wanted to send my love
and sympathy to Carolyn and to all you choice Chambers kids! Your Dad was sweet,
generous, kind, hard-working, and dedicated to all that is good. I was blessed to
know him. I send my love -- Patti Harrington

Patti Harrington - April 18, 2015 at 11:39 PM

“

I grew up with his kids and played at the chamber house many times. In Allot of ways
brent was like a second father to me. Defiantly someone I look up to and I'll always
remember his cool slide shows of the trips to germany. He also use to tell stories
about the misadventures I had with my sisters to his german class, although when i
took it from him he gratefully refrained.

Alex Johnson - April 18, 2015 at 09:13 PM

“

Mr. Chambers recognized an educationally lost boy in the early 1970's at Provo High
School. He took the time to talk to this boy and try to encourage him to reconsider his
approach to education. The boy listened to and appreciated the fact that someone
was taking an interest in him as a student; and as a human being with a future in
front of him. No other teacher in this boy's entire high school career gave any notice
to the trouble this boy was creating for himself, except for Mr. Chambers.
A seed had been planted which took some time to grow. But as the boy grew into
manhood he appreciated very much the interest this fine school teacher took in him.
And the man remembers to this day, and reveres the teacher he had, who took the
time to help the boy understand there was worth living in him, which he had power to
amplify and bring to fruition if he only would not resign from life and learning quite so
early. He gave the boy hope and a little confidence, which continues its life in the
man today.
I am so sorry that Mr. Chambers family has lost his presence in their lives. I am so
sorry that the world has lost such a teacher. But...I am so glad that he influenced my
life by sharing some time, some astute observations and an immense sympathy for
my situation. His earthly life was and continues to be, of immense value to those he
taught so skillfully. Thanks to his family for sharing him with us.
Edward Wilkinson

Edward Wilkinson - April 17, 2015 at 12:14 PM

“

Herr Chambers will always be remembered as the Man responsible for my love of
the German language.
He was an excellent teacher and made learning the "difficult" German language fun.
Culture days were always an adventure.
Auf Wiedersehn....
Brenda G Rhoads

jc rhoads - April 17, 2015 at 12:23 AM

“

Secret Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Brent Chambers.

April 16, 2015 at 10:26 PM

“

Sarah Gould purchased the Fruit Abounds for the family of Brent Chambers.

Sarah Gould - April 16, 2015 at 06:47 PM

“

Glorious Grace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Brent Chambers.

April 16, 2015 at 02:15 PM

“

Uncle Brent,
You will be greatly missed. I always enjoyed your stories and all the funny jokes you
told. Although you became my uncle through marriage, I feel like you have been my
uncle my whole life. Love you. Thoughts and prayers to Carolyn and the kids.
Love, Marti

marti smith - April 16, 2015 at 01:21 PM

“

I am so saddened at the passing of another very special classmate and fellow
Spanish Fork High School graduate. One of my best and favorite memories of Brent
was his enviable dancing ability. He was definitely my favorite partner. But he was a
joy to be around, no matter what we were doing. I had heard that he was struggling
with health problems and am glad that his suffering is over now, and he has gone to
his due reward. My thoughts and prayers will be with you, his treasured family, as
you deal with the huge loss of a truly great man...
Sincerely,
Lucy Jo Harwood Jones

Lucy Jo Harwood Jones - April 15, 2015 at 07:55 PM

“

Wasatch County purchased the Basket of Joy for the family of Brent Chambers.

Wasatch County - April 15, 2015 at 06:40 PM

“

Don Peterson Family. purchased the Gift of Grace Bouquet for the family of Brent
Chambers.

Don Peterson Family. - April 15, 2015 at 06:38 PM

“

Brent was a great friend and colleague for the many years we taught together at
Provo High. I can't count the number of times he has brought a smile to my face with
a joke or comment. I've enjoyed teaching the Chambers kids in my English classes
and having them as friends of my own kids. Brent was a talented teacher and a great
man.

Lind Williams - April 15, 2015 at 12:45 PM

“

What a wonderful man and teacher Herr Chambers was. I took three years of
German because of him at PHS, '73, '74, '75. He had a couple names for me
because of my last name. In the class I was Ursula (Ushii) but he called me Helsa
Poppen! I will always remember him renting a car in Austria so his students could
cross over the border into Germany to say we had been there since our tour didn't
include Germany. I will never forget him! There is a another very bright star in the sky
for him.
Susan Poppen, Class of '75

Susan Poppen - April 14, 2015 at 11:38 PM

“

Herr Chambers was an excellent teacher, and not just of German, though he was certainly
that. His stories and jokes and enthusiasm for the learning process taught us so much
about life and how to cope. I was in his 5th year German class and the classes in the two
years leading up to that-- I was Uschi-- and the only girl in the class-- for which he
alternately made me feel special and an outsider--always in great fun. He helped me
progress to the point that I took the returned missionary course at BYU. And he helped me
meet my husband. It was in the library overhearing Cory speak to his roommate in German
and understanding what they were saying that we met. Die schoene Deutsche Sprache
was a treasure that Brent Chambers shared with so many, and he changed my life for the
better. May his family be comforted and may there be a great outpouring of love and
gratitude for his life and influence.
Karen Bradshaw Maxwell
Karen Bradshaw Maxwell - April 15, 2015 at 03:18 PM

“

I was shocked to learn of Brent's passing I enjoyed my association with him while an
Assistant Principal at Provo high School and we have remained friends ever since. I
offer my condolences to his family. He was a good man.

George Bayles - April 14, 2015 at 11:34 PM

“

Herr Chambers was an exceptional educator. He was a favorite among students and
clearly well respected by his peers. I didn't appreciated this until later in life, but his
supreme talent was finding ways to use humor and appropriate amounts of levity to
connect with High School students—something that he was able to do over many
decades. I loved being in his classes because I could tell of his passion for the
subject but also that he cared deeply for students like me. His love for the German
language, culture and people helped ignite a passion in students like myself that will
stay with us forever. His teaching played an influential role in my pursuit of an
undergraduate degree in German Literature. He'll be missed, uniquely talented
teachers like him live on in the students who loved him.
I'm so sorry for your loss.
Vance Johnson

Vance Johnson - April 14, 2015 at 10:13 PM

“

The Chamber's have played a big role in my life. Brent was my high school German
teacher and the Chamber's boys have been some of my best friends. I'll never forget
our Germany study abroad trip led by Mr. Chambers during the summer of 1996. I'm
also grateful for Mr. Chambers telling my mother at parent teacher conference that
Kirk and I should hang out more which we did and are still friends today. I always felt
welcomed in Brent's classroom and his home. He sincerely cared about people and
especially his students. He will be missed.
Mat Duerden

Mat Duerden - April 14, 2015 at 09:41 PM

“

We love Brent! He will be dearly missed. My family grew up on Grandview Hill just
around the corner from Brent. Went to school with his kids. Brent was a kind and
loving man. So sorry to hear about this loss. My Sister, Kuulei Brown Carter passed
away on the same day Brent did. Sean and Christy Brown

Sean Brown - April 14, 2015 at 03:09 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Brent Chambers.

April 14, 2015 at 12:42 PM

“

I loved my three years of German classes from Herr Chambers! One of my great
friends--Mike Strong--was in those classes with me through those years and Herr
Chambers would call us "Salz und Pfeffer" because Mike had light blond hair and I
had black hair. Good times indeed. I was in his class the day the Berlin Wall fell in
November of 1989. As a young/naive teenager, I didn't fully appreciate the
significance of that event at the time. I just remember it brought Herr Chambers to
tears. Little did I realize at that time that I would be called to serve a mission in East
Germany (Dresden) exactly two years later. I've had the chance to catch up with Herr
Chambers a few times over the years as he doesn't live too far from my parents. A
great man.
He will be missed.
Matt Witt

Matt Witt - April 14, 2015 at 12:19 PM

“

Dear Carolyn and family,
I was saddened to hear of the death of Brent. He was a very fine man and I enjoyed
many years of teaching with him at Provo High School. I also enjoyed teaching some
of his children. He was always so pleasant to be around. I remember especially the
one field trip that we took together and what a good experience that was. I will be out
of town this weekend and unable to attend the funeral, but I offer my sincere
condolences to you and your family at this time.
Sincerely,
Merrill Webb

Merrill Webb - April 14, 2015 at 09:43 AM

“

I took three years of German with him at Provo High and loved his class! Very sad to
hear of his passing, but also very glad I had a chance to know him!

Steve Smith - April 14, 2015 at 01:04 AM

“

Condolence Snacks was purchased for the family of Brent Chambers.

April 14, 2015 at 12:33 AM

“

Dear Mr Chambers, I'm sorry I didn't get a chance to meet you, but your son, Kelly,
sure loved you & shared stories of you while we were new-hire pilots & simulator
partners during the intense airline training at Allegiant Air. You're leaving behind a
blessed family & friends. You touched so many lives, I'm sorry your time on this Earth
was cut short, but we will all see you again under much better circumstances...I look
forward to it!
Blessings,
Captain John Carter
Allegiant Air

John Carter - April 13, 2015 at 10:59 PM

“

I attended Provo High as a Sophmore and was a student of Herr Chambers. I had
the wonderful opportunity of traveling to Germany that Summer. He was a fun,
enthusiastic teacher who I learned so much from. My thoughts and prayers are with
his dear family.

Faith Trussell - April 13, 2015 at 10:50 PM

“

I cannot begin to imagine the lives he influenced in so many years teaching German.
I loved him and I always knew that he cared about me. He is one teacher I will never
forget.

Tiffani Bayles Jennings - April 13, 2015 at 10:50 PM

“

I enjoyed getting to know Brent in water aerobics at Provo High School pool. He was
a happy, friendly person. I want to send my best wishes to Carolyn and family.
Because you believe, you know he is in a better place. Time will help you heal and
memories will sustain you in this difficult time. Know that I am thinking of you and
want you to know that I admired both of you and enjoyed getting acquainted in
aerobics. Enjoyed our socials and admired Brent's abilities. Jessie Farr

JessieAllphinSladeFarr - April 13, 2015 at 10:43 PM

“

In 1987, he took our German class behind the Iron Curtain, which completely
changed my outlook on life and helped open my mind to life outside the town where I
grew up. Less than 2 years later, I was serving an LDS mission in Germany when the
Berlin Wall fell. Amazing to experience the before and after. He was a patient, funny,
kind and forgiving man. Herr Chambers, Sie werden uns fehlen. Bis auf's
Wiedersehen!

Rob McKay - April 13, 2015 at 10:00 PM

“

Mr. Chambers was one of the best high school teacher I ever had. Our thoughts and
prayers are with his family. Nate & Wendie Nelson

Nate Nelson - April 13, 2015 at 08:58 PM

“

Richard Holmes purchased the Florist Choice Bouquet for the family of Brent
Chambers.

Richard Holmes - April 13, 2015 at 08:42 PM

“

Wildflower Seeds - Build A Memory Garden was purchased for the family of Brent
Chambers.

April 13, 2015 at 08:26 PM

“

Blooming Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Brent Chambers.

April 13, 2015 at 07:51 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Brent Chambers.

April 13, 2015 at 07:35 PM

“

I have enjoyed my association with Brent over the years and he always treated me
kindly every time he saw me. He has been a great friend during my time at Provo
High and after my time there. My warmest thoughts go out to his family.

Gabe Jolley - April 13, 2015 at 07:01 PM

“

So glad I was able to know Herr Chambers while taking German from him at Provo
High School. Great man who was a lot of fun, and very funny!

Sharryl Ludlow Hales - April 13, 2015 at 06:44 PM

“

I took German for 3 1/2 years at good ol PHS from Herr Chambers and absolutely
enjoyed his wit and fun loving personality. I was lucky enough to go on two high
school trips to Germany with him. So many good memories including countless jokes
in either German or English, random German songs played on the piano in his
classroom, the movie The Gods Must Be Crazy and so many others. He will most
certainly be missed.

Rachelle Ostler Chiang - April 13, 2015 at 06:17 PM

“

I absolutely loved German class at Provo High with brother Chambers. We had so
much fun in there. I still sing some of the songs sometimes and ended up marrying a
half German who's father was German and had to escape during the war. My
German came in handy when trying to speak with Oma.
Lots of love to the Chambers family.
Love Michelle Nabrotzky (blomquist) and family

michelle blomquist nabrotzky - April 13, 2015 at 06:07 PM

