Byron Paul Ferguson
September 24, 1930 - March 27, 2019

Our dear husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather, brother and friend, Byron Paul
Ferguson, passed from this life on March 27, 2019. Paul was born in Venice, California, on
September 24, 1930 to Robert Byron Ferguson and Fawn Bernice Christensen. His
parents had moved to California during the Great Depression to find work and provide for
their young family. Paul grew up in West Provo, where he learned the value of hard work
by milking cows and working on the family farm. He developed lifelong friendships hunting
ducks and pheasants, roaming the fields of West Provo, and swimming and fishing in the
Provo River. Paul graduated from Provo High School. After graduation he was called to
serve as one of the first missionaries in the Finland, Helsinki Mission. He served as an
interpreter during the 1952 Olympic Games held in Helsinki as part of his missionary
service. Upon returning home from his mission he was immediately drafted into the U.S.
Army and proudly served during the latter part of the Korean War. While on leave from the
army he married our beautiful mother, Colleen Fairbanks, on December 23, 1953 in the
Salt Lake Temple, and recently celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary. After being
discharged from the army, he enrolled and graduated from Brigham Young University with
a Bachelor’s Degree in marketing. He started working in sales and eventually Real Estate
and land development. He developed many successful commercial and residential
projects in Utah Valley. During retirement he and Colleen were called to serve a mission,
and Dad was pleased to return to where he had served as a young missionary, in Finland.
They enjoyed spending time with their family at their cabin near Strawberry. They also
spent many warm winters at their condo in Mesa, Arizona where they enjoyed the
Sonoran Desert landscape. They loved having their family visit them in Arizona and
showing them around the desert. Later in life, Paul and Colleen developed a love for golf
and spent special times playing with family and friends. Paul was a lifelong, faithful
member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. He served as scoutmaster for
many years. He made many lasting friendships with the students as a Bishop in a BYU
ward and at the MTC. He was preceded in death by his parents; brother, Roger Ferguson;
sisters, Gayla Ferguson and Julie Hamling, and an infant son, Mark Allen Ferguson. He is
survived by his wonderful wife of 65 years, Colleen; brothers, John Ferguson and Kim
Ferguson; sister, Dixie Peterson; children, Cindy (Lynn Lewis), Gregory Ferguson

(Lorraine), David Ferguson (Donna), Jana (Todd Cordner), and Adam Ferguson; 28
grandchildren, and a growing posterity of 53 great-grandchildren, with 2 more expected
shortly. He had a great love for his wife and all of his family. We will miss him.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Friday, April 5, 2019 at the Orem Utah
Suncrest Stake Center Chapel, 90 North 600 West, Orem, Utah. Visitations will be held at
the Berg Mortuary of Orem, 500 North State Street, Thursday, April 4 from 6-8:00 p.m. and
at the church Friday from 9:30-10:45 a.m. prior to services. Interment, Orem City
Cemetery. Condolences may be expressed at www.bergmortuary.com.
A special thanks to our Mother for all the care that she gave to our dad, he would not have
had the long life that he did without her. Also, a thank you to his nurses and care at First
Choice Home Health and Hospice and Covington Senior Living.
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Comments

“

Colleen, I am so, so sorry about your loss! I had no idea and would have loved to pay
my last respect. You know I love you both and am so blessed when you welcomed
me whenever I came to visit and all the years you invited me at your family's
Thanksgiving dinners. And I will never forget the time I was looking to buy a place
that Bishop came to look at the place so I could get an expert opinion and how he
offered to pay the down payment if I wanted to buy that place. I was absolutely
floored! All your children embraced me as well and always made me feel welcome. I
have so enjoyed the visits through all these years and feel blessed to know you. Paul
has been on my mind lately and today I came by but nobody was home. I wondered
and decided to look on the Internet and saw Paul's obituary. I truly am so sad that I
didn't know, but so grateful for the decades of friendship I have enjoyed and been
blessed with. My love and prayers.

Gerda Bals - June 07, 2019 at 09:27 PM

“

Colleen and Family, I am sorry for your loss. It is hard to lose a husband, father, or
Grand father. Our thoughts and blessing are with you. The examples uncle Paul lived
by and thought us throughout his life we will always remember. The many fun
hunting, fishing or being in the great outdoors were always a memorable time. Sorry I
could not make it to the funeral but I am there in my heart. With Love Michael
Ferguson

Michael Ferguson - April 04, 2019 at 07:45 PM

“

We were so sorry to hear about the passing of Bishop Ferguson (he will always be
Bishop to us). We are so glad we had the opportunity to visit with him before we left.
We are still in SA so will sadly not be able to attend the funeral. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you, Colleen, and the rest of the family. He was a great man. We
learned so much from both of you as Alan served with him in the bishopric of the 72
Ward. We so enjoyed that friendship. You two were a great example to us as newly
weds and are still a great example of a loving relationship to the end. We have many
fond memories of times at your house: ward parties in your barn, our wedding
reception in your yard, picking apricots from your trees and watching your ostriches
grow. Your place was a great gathering place and you were both so very kind and
thoughtful to us and many others as your opened your home and your hearts to us.
Bishop also helped us financially by providing work for us when Alan's work was
slow. I remember around Christmas that I wanted to buy Alan a nice gift and Bishop
Ferguson 'just happened' to come up with a contract he needed typed and paid me
$50 to do it so I could buy Alan a nice watch. I will never forget that. He was always
very sensitive and kind to those around him.

LaNice and Alan Groesbeck - April 04, 2019 at 03:36 PM

“

Mike Ferguson Family, Courtney,Chris,Matt,Michelle purchased the Large Basket
Garden for the family of Byron Paul Ferguson.

Mike Ferguson Family, Courtney,Chris,Matt,Michelle - April 03, 2019 at 12:23 PM

“

Dear Colleen,
You and Paul played a significant and supportive roll in my life especially in my
marriage and then with the opportunity to serve as a counselor to Bishop Ferguson.
My opportunity to serve in the Bishopric and BYU 12th stake makes me forever
grateful. My appreciation for priesthood leadership grew and developed at this time. I
have nothing but warm and fond memories of working with Paul during those years
Collen, I have many fun memories over at your house picking grapes and
dandelions, having bonfires,eating and watching your amazing support of Paul (and
that was comical at times). Every member of your family has touched me for good
and many still do.
I am grateful that the Lord has allowed him to pass on and relieve you and him of the
burdens associated with his lingering illness.
We pray for you and hope you will find peace and rejuvenation during this time of
mourning.
With love,
Craig and Kathy Cooper

Craig Cooper - April 02, 2019 at 12:50 PM

“

Dear Colleen,
We were saddened to learn of Paul's recent death by word from our friend Barbara
Bradley. Even though we haven't seen you for a while, we immediately experienced
a sense of (temporary) loss of a beloved soul, dear friend, and choice missionary
cohort. We remember well and prize our association together in Finland in the work
of the Lord. And we so appreciate the devoted service your rendered and the many
lives you touched and blessed.
We love you. And we express our deep sympathy and condolence to you and your
family. And may the Lord bless and comfort, and bring you that peace which only He
can give. We are so grateful for the gospel of Jesus Christ which makes certain that
you will love and laugh again and rejoice together in a future day.

All our best to you,
Lewis and Jon T.
We will mention Paul's passing in tribute in our upcoming reunion since I am
conducting.
J. Lewis Taylor - April 01, 2019 at 11:02 PM

“

With Love, Tim and Kelly Cordner purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the
family of Byron Paul Ferguson.

With Love, Tim and Kelly Cordner - April 01, 2019 at 01:34 PM

“

Bishop and Sister Ferguson were like second parents to me -- a new convert and a
freshman at BYU. They helped through all the bumps and bruises with so much love
and tender care! I am so grateful to them -- they helped me stay on the covenant
path and feel like I was never alone; I felt like part of their extended family. Bishop
Ferguson is truly one of the finest men to walk the earth and I am so grateful to have
known him.

BaBette - April 01, 2019 at 09:00 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Cindy Lewis - March 30, 2019 at 10:01 AM

“

Coleen: so sorry to hear of Paul’ passing. We are in T George and did not read this until
Thurs. otherwise I would be there. Love you both. Connie Blakemore Cook
connie blakemore cook - April 04, 2019 at 09:31 PM

