Carl Dixon Anderson
February 5, 1929 - March 25, 2021

On March 25, 2021, our beloved Dixon passed away at the age of 92, in Provo, Utah.
Carl Dixon Anderson was born February 5, 1929, in Mesa, Arizona. His parents were Carl
Anthon Anderson, a pharmacist and part-owner of the town drug store, and Rizpah
Genevieve Gibbons Anderson, an elementary school teacher, who educated Dixon in
second and sixth grades. His lifelong appreciation for classical music and opera stemmed
from his upbringing in a musical family, including his aunts and uncles, four of whom were
music teachers. He also credited his character and love of the Gospel to his family.
Dixon dedicated his life to honoring and serving God; his wife, Patricia Anne Gladys Ellis
Anderson, and family; and the many communities he helped. While studying at Brigham
Young University, he met Patsy, the love of his life with whom he built a family, a 67-year
marriage, and a career in serving others. He had the honor of baptizing Patsy, before his
mission in Mexico and Guatemala, from which he returned with a ring. Dixon and Patsy
were married in the Idaho Falls Temple on December 21, 1951. Their marriage was one of
laughter, compassion, and generosity. Dixon enjoyed building improvements for the home,
gardening, and filling their yard with Patsy’s favorite flowers. They are the parents of five
children: Ellis Dixon (Gabriela Melendez) Anderson, Dixie Gay (Robert C.) Maughan,
Heidi Ann (Douglas W.) Petty, Carl Paris Anderson, and Patricia Anika Stonick.
A theme underlying Dixon’s profession, devotion to the Gospel, and life was his conviction
that we should strive to become better. He held himself to the highest standards in
everything he did. Dixon received his Master of Arts and Doctorate in Romance
Languages and Literature from The University of Texas at Austin. From there, he began a
distinguished career as a professor at BYU, with highlights including serving as Chairman
of BYU’s Department of Spanish and Portuguese; implementing oral proficiency testing at
BYU; directing the first study-abroad program to Mexico; and writing two textbooks
(Spanish in Context and ¡Háblame!) that enabled thousands of students to speak Spanish,
including during their missions.

Dixon recognized one of his greatest blessings as having a calling in the Church, including
dutiful service as Mission President of the Argentina South Mission (1972 – 1975); Service
Assignment to the Canary Islands with Patsy; Branch President in Spanish-speaking
branches in Austin, Texas, and Provo, Utah; Gospel Doctrine teacher; MIA
Superintendent; and Seventy and Stake Missionary. Patsy once wrote that Dixon engaged
in a constant pursuit of knowing his God and being worthy to be called His friend. A true
and humble leader, he inspired people to serve God with no other purpose in mind and
empowered them to connect with and help others, using their talents and skills. As his
colleagues remarked at his retirement, “Aunque la carrera termina, nos deja harto
consuelo, su memoria,” a gift for all who knew Dixon.
He is preceded in death by his wife, sister, Bonnie Anderson Milner, and his parents. He is
survived by his children, 19 grandchildren, and 21 great-grandchildren.
The family would like to thank the many friends who visited and the kind team at Beehive
Homes Provo and Tender Care Hospice, who helped us care for Dixon.
Funeral services will be held Saturday, April 10 at 11 a.m. at the Grandview 17th Ward,
1122 Grand Avenue, Provo. Friends may visit with the family at Berg Mortuary of Provo,
185 E. Center Street, on Friday, April 9, from 6 to 8 p.m. and at the church Saturday, from
9:30 to 10:45 a.m. prior to services. Interment will be in the Provo City Cemetery.
Condolences may be expressed at www.bergmortuary.com
Webcast is available at
http://mywebcast.churchofjesuschrist.org/Player?eid=69475
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Comments

“

Sorry for the delay in this posting, but I just learned of Dixon's passing this morning in
a BYU Department of Humanities publication. When I was sixteen years old, having
just finished my junior year of high school, I spent most of the summer on a study
tour of Mexico. It was then that I met Dixon Anderson, the director of the tour, and
came to appreciate him. When I attended BYU he was my faculty advisor for my BA
in Spanish as well as for my MA. I have said many times that I would take any course
in any sibject taught by Dixon as I know I would learn, because he would make sure
that it happened. He once said to a class of graduate students, each of us having
returned from a Spanish-speaking mssion, "The Lord gave you your language ability,
and some day he is going to ask for it back." When Dixon was called to preside in
Argentina my first thought was, "He has asked for it back!" Since my retirment from
full time employment with the Seminaries and Institutes of the Church I have been
privileged to respond to Dixon's prophetic words by spending time teach week
helping our local Spanish-speaking missionaries with their language acqusition. I
often teach them things that I specifically remember learning from Dixon. He has had
a profound effect on my life, and I share with his family the sorrow of his passing as
well as the joyful reunion he surely had with the Lord and with his family. May the
peace that only comes from God be yours.
Marion Pomeroy
Baytown, Texas

Marion Pomeroy - December 30, 2021 at 10:22 AM

“

Last week, as my wife and I serve in a local mission, I run into a wonderful
brother,Carlyle Knudsen, who after finding out I was from Buenos Aires asked me if I
knew his first Mission President, Dixon Anderson. It was so delightful to share stories
of this great man who had influenced both of our lives in a way that neither one of us
would ever forget. Carlyle shared today this picture del Presidente y la Hermana
Anderson. That is the way I remember them, about 47 years ago. I was a new
convert to the Church at that time, and the Andersons welcome me into their home in
Argentina. I had learned from the missionaries about the Gospel but I learned from
the Andersons how to live the Gospel. How to let the Lord guide our daily lives and
how to depend on the Lord in difficult times. A few years later I was able to come to
the States and attend BYU, all thanks to the help and generosity of Pat and Dixon
Anderson. When I went on my mission, I will always remember the hug Dixon gave
me as taking the place of my father who was thousands of miles away.
My wife and I live in Draper now, we have had six great children, we have five
grandchildren and my children all know who the Andersons are because they made
possible for me to have the life I have shared with them.
It was today, not by coincidence, that I found out that brother Anderson had passed.
How grateful I am to have known him, to have been blessed by his mild manner, by
his quite service and by his discipleship to our Savior, that after all these years is still
remembered, still influenced.
Jose Luis Llavina

JL Llavina - May 04, 2021 at 03:29 AM

“

Dixon and Pat were neighbors for many, many years. Dixon was also our Home
Teacher for many years. I enjoyed the experiences he shared and his subtle wit and
humor. He was firmly committed to family history and loved talking about family
connection.
Pat had tremendous wisdom in her humor. I must write some of the humorous "oneliners" I regularly quoted. One of my favorites, when a Relief Society lesson lead to a
discussion of how to make summer months more productive. Pat's contribution, "We
have one rule that solves everything - up by noon so we can be to the pool one!
My love to the Anderson family!
Janette Hales Beckham

Janette Hales Beckham - April 11, 2021 at 09:47 PM

“

“

Thank you. Heidi Anderson Petty
Heidi Petty - April 26, 2021 at 05:32 PM

Dixon was one of the best teachers I ever had. I took a intensive bloc of courses from
him early on in my career--Spanish Grammar, Phonetics, and Conversation--that met
every day for three or four hours. He had set up shop at the Amanda Knight Hall,
with a living room area where we watched telenovelas together, a computer lab so
we could write our weekly compositions, and of course his office and the classroom. I
spent many hours talking to him about the Church, current events, Spanish grammar
and vocabulary, and just life. He was the one who told me not to go into teaching
high school Spanish, but to pursue the PhD. He wrote one of the two letters of
support recommending me for the Mellon Fellowship in the Humanities, which paid
for four years' worth of education at Cornell. After I had finished taking all the classes
he offered, I still thought fondly of Dixon and maintained a friendship with him. My
apartment was across from the Amanda Knight Hall's side entrance, where he
always parked his bike. I always knew when he was around. What a good, kind man-he was always chuckling and wryly seeing humor in even the tough moments.
Although when I came back and joined the department Dixon had already retired, I
loved seeing him at the departmental dinners, and listening to his ideas for the new
book he was writing. What a privilege to know him and have him shape my life. Dale
J. Pratt

Dale Pratt - April 10, 2021 at 01:38 PM

“

I also took every class I could from him. Heidi Anderson Petty
Heidi Petty - April 26, 2021 at 05:33 PM

“

Dixon was a kind and gentle man who was always interested in others.
Ron Woods

Ron Woods - April 10, 2021 at 01:33 PM

“

I can see Dixon and my Mother, Sibyl laughing together, they were cousin, but better
they were double cousins, Pauline and Genevieve married brothers Alfred and Carl. I
always felts so close to this side of the family while growing up. Dixon was a Kind,
Gentle Man who was alway delightful.

Diane Howard Giles - April 10, 2021 at 01:16 PM

“

Although I never was a student in his classes, I was very much influence for the work
he did in the department. I used the book ¡Háblame! as a graduate student instructor
to teach many students, and the work he did with Alan Meredith influenced me and
many others. We are grateful for his professional legacy and for the example he set
in our department. I am sure that now he and Alan are involved again but in more
important teaching programs!

Nieves Knapp - April 09, 2021 at 05:18 PM

“

Dixon and Patsy were kind and gracious friends while my husband Don Marshall was
teaching at BYU. We appreciated his expertise in his field and his wide ranging
interests and delighted in Patsy's creativity.
Jean Marshall

Jean Marshall - April 09, 2021 at 02:03 PM

“

Dixon was my mission president and I loved his calm peace method of working with
a bunch of very young men. I especially loved his every other month Spanish lesson
in district meetings. It is one of the reasons that my second mission president (a
native of Argentina) complimented me on my spanish speaking as he gave me his
exit interview. I will always be grateful for his and Patsy's leadership in the mission. I
love him and heaven has gained a wonderful leader. Most likely preaching the gospel
still, in Spanish. Condolences and love to the family!!

Richard Williams - April 08, 2021 at 01:12 PM

“

“

Thank you. Heidi Anderson Petty
Heidi Petty - April 26, 2021 at 05:34 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Dixie Maughan - April 07, 2021 at 10:42 AM

“

Dixon was a teacher, a mentor, a colleague and a generous friend. He was a gifted
teacher, an authentic disciple and a caring minister—to me and I am sure to many
others. In ways that were seen and unseen, as St. Jude wrote, he had "compassion,
making a difference." I will miss him. John Rosenberg

John Rosenberg - April 07, 2021 at 09:50 AM

