Carol Mehr Schiffman
December 24, 1928 - May 5, 2020

Carol passed quietly in her sleep on May 5, 2020, due to complications of old age. She
had been living in a memory care center. The family believes she was ready to join her
husband Don who had passed away thirty-three days earlier. They had nearly 72 years of
marriage together and were inseparable. Her health and memory had been failing her for
several years and Don had been taking care of her until just days before he passed.
Carol was born in Logan, Utah, on December 24, 1928. She frequently lamented receiving
too many combination gifts meant to cover both Christmas and her birthday at the same
time. After they returned to the West from living in the Northwest suburbs of Chicago, Don
and Carol’s children always made sure to hold separate Christmas and birthday
celebrations with separate gifts. Carol’s father immigrated to the United States from
Switzerland as a young man and grew up in the West; her mother’s lineage had a long
history in Utah going back to the earliest pioneer days. Her grandfather was the first
postmaster in Moab and gave the town its name. Carol met her future husband Donald
Schiffman in high school. They were married in the Logan Temple on April 8, 1948. After
they were married, they spent all their available leisure time travelling the Colorado
Plateau long before it was well mapped with paved roads. They spent years travelling on a
shoestring budget in an old 1943 Willys Jeep. On one trip they hiked the arduous 35-mile
round trip land route to Rainbow Bridge. A picture from the trip shows Carol wearing
dressy saddle shoes. When asked why she did not wear hiking boots she said it was the
only pair of shoes she owned. Carol was sought after her work typing doctoral theses
while helping put Don through his doctorate program. She was a fast and accurate typist.
After moving to the Chicago area, Carol became involved in genealogy. She was asked to
give many training classes and seminars throughout the Midwest. She became the
leading authority on using old maps for Genealogy. She found many items that were
difficult to obtain. This led her to open Genealogy Unlimited, a store and mail order
business where one could purchase hard-to-find maps and genealogy supplies. She ran
the business independently for many years. Her membership in The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints was important to her and she held many positions in the local
wards. Along with her husband, Carol faithfully served as a senior missionary in the

Nauvoo, Illinois Mission – it was a highlight of her life.
Carol is survived by her three sons, their wives and families. Rod and Debby; and son Ian.
Greg and Mary Jo and their three daughters; April and Jarrod Whelan; Lauren and Karim
Baziou with their son Zachariah; Terra and Wes Elliott with their daughters Willa and
Wylie. Doug and Julie with their four daughters; Jessica and Devon Phillips with their
children Edmund, Faye, Carter, Christian, and Ramona; Rachel and Steve Aaron;
Rebekah Schiffman; Sarah and Rees Llewellyn.
Carol and Don were well spoken and travelled beyond anything they could have imagined
growing up. It was always the two of them. Whether it was exploring the Colorado Plateau
or visiting Checkpoint Charlie during the cold war they loved it and were inseparable.
Due to the current pandemic situation, there will not be a funeral. She will be interred at
Timpanogos Memorial Gardens in a private graveside ceremony surrounded by members
of her family.

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Carol Schiffman Service

Berg Mortuary - May 11, 2020 at 10:01 AM

“

Offering my belated sympathies on Carol's passing. She was a gem and I enjoyed working
in the store with her. Running around the Midwest to workshops and conferences in the
van, we had the chance to share many good conversations. I will remember her.
Rev. Dave McDonald
DeForest, Wisconsin
David McDonald - September 28, 2020 at 01:14 PM

“

Thank you. My mother always spoke highly of you.
Doug Schiffman
Doug Schiffman - November 01, 2020 at 11:09 PM

