Clayne "Bud" R. Jensen
March 17, 1930 - December 30, 2019

Clayne “Bud” R. Jensen passed away on January 30, 2019 at the age of 89. He lived an
extraordinary life by any standard. In his early years, due to the Great Depression and
other factors, the family lived under very meager circumstances. Yet, despite these
humble beginnings, he achieved great things in his lifetime thanks to his drive, character,
intellect, and athletic prowess.
Clayne was born in the small central Utah town of Centerfield on March 17, 1930. His
parents were Alton and Arvilla and his older brother Dean. He attended Gunnison Valley
High School, rode horses, and had no plans to leave town or get a college education. But
all that changed when it was discovered that he was blessed with remarkable speed. He
ran track in high school and was the Utah State Champion in the high and low hurdles. He
received a full track scholarship to the University of Utah, where his running continued to
flourish. He lettered in athletics all four years and repeatedly won the conference highand low-hurdles championship. He graduated in 1952 with a bachelor’s degree in Physical
Education.
That same year, he married his Gunnison sweetheart, Elouise Henrie, in the Manti LDS
Temple.
He joined the US Marine Corps, where he rose to the rank of Captain. His athletic
endeavors continued in the military. He coached two All-Marine championship teams in
track and field and set three All-Marine records, becoming the All-Service hurdles
champion. At Camp Pendleton, California, he ran the high hurdles in 13.9 seconds – the
third fastest time in the world, just off the world record. After the military, Clayne earned his
master’s degree from the University of Utah, then accepted a faculty position at Utah State
University. In his eight years there as a coach and professor, he was a member of Phi
Kappa Phi and received the Breitbard Athletic Foundation Award. In 1963, he earned his
PhD from Indiana University in Physical Education.
In 1964, Clayne accepted a job offer from Brigham Young University (BYU) as an

associate professor and coordinator of programs in the College of Physical Education. He
was then promoted to full professor and assistant dean of the college – at 36, BYU’s
youngest full-time professor. Six years later, he was promoted to Dean of the college, the
position he would hold for most of his time at BYU. He was responsible for the full athletic
program and five academic departments (men and women). He served as Dean for 22
years and twice as council chair. He served eight years on the High Country Athletic
Conference Council. For 19 years, he was the official voting delegate to the NCAA as the
faculty athletic representative. He served as a member of and chaired seven NCAA
committees and served a four-year term on the governing council of the NCAA. During his
years as Dean, BYU’s football team played in 23 bowl games and won the National
Championship. Clayne also served as Athletic Director at BYU. He held the position when
Cougar Stadium was expanded to 65,000 seats and the debt for the expansion was paid
off. Construction of the track stadium, major renovation and expansion of the tennis
facilities, and extensive renovation of the Smith Field House also took place during his
tenure. He was appointed Associate Vice President of BYU in 1991. Clayne retired from
BYU in 1995 having served 31 years as Dean, Athletic Director, and Vice President. He
has been called the “silent mover” and the “invisible Cougar” in reference to his preference
to work effectively behind the scenes and avoid the spotlight. In many ways, he was the
window through which other university administrators around the country and world
viewed BYU.
Clayne was also a scholar. He authored many professional articles and 16 books totaling
5,000 published pages. His books are used at over 600 colleges and universities, and
three of his books have been translated into foreign languages. He is listed in 17 national
and international Who’s Who publications. He served as US delegate to three international
congresses in former Czechoslovakia, Russia, and England; US delegate to the
International Olympic Academy in Olympia, Greece; member of the US Sports Academy
Advisory Board for six years; and member of the NRPA Board of Directors for four years.
Clayne’s family includes wife Elouise; sons Craig (Jane), Mike, Blake (Kelly), Chris
(Georgiana), and adopted son Gary (Eileen); nine grandchildren; and nine great
grandchildren. Clayne and Elouise were married for 67 extremely happy years.
On Friday, January 17, there will be a viewing from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm at Berg Mortuary,
185 East Center Street, Provo, Utah. On Saturday, January 18, there will be a viewing
from 10:30 am to 11:30 am at the LDS church located at 303 W. 3700 N., Provo, Utah. A
short program will follow from 12:00 noon to 1:00 pm. All are welcome to attend. He will be
buried at Eastlawn Cemetery, Provo, Utah. Condolences may be expressed at www.berg
mortuary.com.

Cemetery Details
Eastlawn Memorial Hills
4800 North 650 East
Provo, UT 84604

Previous Events
Visitation
JAN 17. 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM (MT)
Berg Mortuary of Provo
185 East Center Street
Provo, UT 84606
info@bergmortuary.com

Visitation
JAN 18. 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM (MT)
Riverwood Ward Chapel
303 West 3700 North
Provo, UT 84604

Funeral Service
JAN 18. 12:00 PM (MT)
Riverwood Ward Chapel
303 West 3700 North
Provo, UT 84604

Tribute Wall
Adelaida Gil Martínez lit a candle in memory of Clayne
"Bud" R. Jensen

Adelaida Gil Martínez - January 18, 2020 at 11:31 AM

RC

In my 30 years of experience at Brigham Young University I knew no finer
administrator than Clayne Jensen. He served in many administrative capacities,
not the least of which was as Dean of the College of Physical Education for 18
years during which tenure he was directly responsibility for the academic college
as well as all the programs of the Department of Athletics. I considered him my
friend, colleague and mentor. I will always be indebted to him for his leadership
and for the lessons he taught me that helped me in my own leadership
responsibilities. The University is a better institution because of his devoted
contributions and accomplishments. My deepest condolences to Eloise and the
family.
Robert K. Conlee
Robert K Conlee - January 17, 2020 at 03:00 PM

PC

Eloise,
I am so sorry for your loss. No matter how old we are or the state of your health, it
is still hard to lose a loved one. I didn't know Clayne well, but Mary Cox has told
me so many times how much she thought of him. You have my sympathy.
Pat Conover
Pat Conover - January 16, 2020 at 11:25 AM

IL

Clayne and Eloise were my neighbors in 1964 when we lived on 2875 North in
Provo, and I just wanted to express my sympathy to Eloise at this time, and tell
her that I remember and appreciate the relationship we had as newcomers to
Provo then, and enjoyed following the special events in her family's live over the
past many years. I know what it is like to lose someone you have loved for many
years and the wonderful memories you have will always be there for you !
Ila Claire Lundberg
St. George, Utah
Ila Claire Lundberg - January 14, 2020 at 05:12 PM

CT

In 1981, while a student at BYU, I was surprisingly told one afternoon that Dean
Jensen would like to visit with me in his office. As I soon found out, Clayne had
asked around among the faculty for recommendations for a young couple to be
resident managers for The Elms Apartments, a student apartment complex
owned by him and his wife Eloise.
Peg and I accepted the offer and thus began one of the most cherished and
wonderful relationships of our lives. Clayne and Eloise treated us like family and
their kindness has blessed our lives for many years. This association gifted me
many hours of conversation in their home, many sitting in Clayne's office, on the
front porch or on the back patio.
On one visit, I was particularly perplexed by a choice I was facing that I couldn't
quite come to terms with. As I visited with Clayne he thoughtfully paused, then
with his soft smile he offered this advice, "Connie, carefully evaluate. Then, if it
feels right, don't hesitate." I have found that advice to perfectly apply to most
decisions I have faced in my life.
We will be forever grateful for Clayne and Eloise's kindness and support. We love
them dearly and always will.
Connie and Peggy Todd
Mapleton, Utah
Connie Todd - January 12, 2020 at 08:45 PM

