Collin Stanley Kartchner
July 29, 1980 - October 20, 2020

Collin Stanley Kartchner of Pleasant Grove, Utah suddenly and unexpectedly passed
away October 20, 2020 surrounded by family. The cause of death is still unknown, but
believed to be an undiscovered medical condition. He was born July 29, 1980 in Utah.
Collin lived as vibrantly as sunshine itself. He brought joy to his family every day of his
earthly life, and everywhere he went trailed with laughter and smiles.
Collin graduated from Timpview High School in 1998 where he met his sweetheart and
love of his life, Elizabeth Brown, and took her on her very first date. They married after his
LDS service mission to Taipei, Taiwan and he went on to graduate from BYU. They have
four beautiful children: Avery (14), Quincey (12), Lola (9) and Myles (7). Collin was a
devoted husband, father, and devout follower of Christ.
Collin lived every day to bring love, laughter, hope and joy to all. He was a loving father
figure and friend to any and all who needed extra love and hope in their lives. He lived a
life of service and generosity and no one was below his radar. It was not uncommon to
have him pull over the car, stop to talk to a stranger, and quickly become their friend and
champion. He stopped at every lemonade stand to support little entrepreneurs all over the
country, overpaying for every cup.
His acts of quiet service and charity far outnumber any public ones, but he raised
hundreds of thousands of dollars in the U.S. for Hurricane Harvey victims, cancer patients,
and orphans who were devastated in Puerto Rico by Hurricane Maria. He created
encouraging billboards to inspire Utahns to spend less time with their phones and more
time with their kids.
He turned his enormous heart and hilarious wit into his career of public speaking. He was
most passionate in his fight to share the harmful effects of social media and smart phones
for children, teens and adults. He traveled all over the country giving his moving
presentations, 500 assemblies and firesides per year in schools and chapels. Find his
life’s work and message at savethekids.us, his TedX talk, and @collinkartchner on social

media.
Collin was a true visionary! He was an emotional alchemist who could touch any heart,
facing any darkness, and turn it into gold, smothered in hope, with a dash of laughter.
He changed and even saved the life of so many, he was the voice of love and reason this
world so badly has needed. After every presentation he would stay as long as it took to
give the line of attendees his famous 8 second hug. He taught us all that to #savethekids
we must first #savetheparents, and that being a good parent was 98% putting your phone
down.
He is survived by his eternal companion, Elizabeth Kartchner; their four children; his
parents, Kelly Dean Kartchner and Katelon Rey-Gilbert. His brothers and sisters, Chad
(Keira) Kartchner, Charity Adams (Tim), Emily (Russ), Bethany (Lauren) Kartchner, and
Casey Kartchner. Elizabeth’s family, Cindy and the late Kevin Brown. Camille (Matt) Smith,
Ashley (Chris) Miles, KC Brown, Josh Brown, and Jonathan Brown. He has 22 nieces and
nephews who all deemed him their favorite uncle.
He was a true friend and adventurer! He led his family and friends to the mountains to
camp, to the beach to catch waves, to Disneyland to ride Splash Mountain 15 times in a
row. He made every bad day good and every good day better. Collin never put anything
above his family and he truly had individual relationships with each of his beautiful
children. Of all the energy he put out into the world he gave his family tenfold. This loss is
devastating to so many and his family finds peace in knowing they will see him again. We
honor his memory by putting our phones down, finding someone to serve, and truly
connecting with those around us.
Private funeral services will be held Monday, October 26, 2020 and a celebration of his life
will be announced soon. In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to his surviving family
via Venmo @Elizabeth-Kartchner. Condolences may be expressed at
www.bergmortuary.com.

Comments

“

I wanted to let you know how impactful Collin was for our community of Livingston,
MT. He came to our town and we gathered all of the middle and high school students
from our entire county (a large geographical distance, but small population) into our
High School gymnasium for his presentation. It was energetic and poignant and the
kids really enjoyed him and took his advice to heart, some reporting deleting their
social media sites on the bus ride home. We are so very saddened to hear of Collins
passing. Our hearts go out to you and your children. Please take comfort in how
much we enjoyed meeting him and how he made a significant impact on the students
and parents in our community.
Sincerely,
Jessica Wilcox
LiveWell49 Coalition
Livingston, MT

Jessica Wilcox - February 26 at 12:26 PM

“

We are deeply saddened by this heartbreaking loss. Collin was scheduled to visit
Frederica Academy on Monday October 26. We were so excited to meet him. All we
can hope for now is that his work and teachings about family communications and
healthy media use will continue on.
Peace to your family at this sad time,
From the Frederica Academy Digital Media Students, and Dr. Tess Nielsen, Fine Arts
Director.

Dr. Tess Nielsen - November 04, 2020 at 12:46 PM

“

Collin was so inspirational and has done So much good it is incalculable and it feels
as though now there is a big gaping hole in the world. Praying for his beautiful family.
A. Anderson

Angela Anderson - November 02, 2020 at 11:21 AM

“

What a dynamic, vibrant soul! I knew him only from his informed and energetic
presentations to high school and jr nigh school students. Who knows how many
hearts he touched and turned for the better? I hope someone will take up his banner.
Blessings upon his family and all who love(d) him. Zina Woods

zina woods - November 02, 2020 at 09:25 AM

“

I can't believe this news! I saw the Billboard going to salt lake and I couldn't believe it
I was like OMG! That's the guy! He spoke at my school my sr year and taught me the
importance of quality time and social interaction in the world he educated me and
changed my perspectives I will never forget the longest hug to have ever received!
His message will continue to live on in my life. Rest in peace love you

Faith springer - October 29, 2020 at 03:15 PM

“

Collin, you changed life’s here. I hope you are as powerful on the other side! Thanks
for Helping save families! Prayers to your sweet family.

Tonya - October 28, 2020 at 04:25 PM

“

Knew you Collin long before you became family for a brief time but will always
consider you family! Having you as a guest in our home and to come speak to our
small high school is a treasured memory I will always cherish! And so glad we ran
into you and your sweet family up at Bridal Veil Falls last year! We love you and will
miss you! Thank you for always making us laugh!!

Dean Redd - October 28, 2020 at 01:08 PM

“

I remember i watched the April fools video of him bringing his kids to school was
close for covid-19

Brittany Holman - October 28, 2020 at 02:45 AM

“

Dear Kartchner family, we are truly sorry for your loss and hope you somehow find
comfort in all of the messages of inspiration left by so many who were saved and
loved by Collin. My daughter and I met Collin at on of his talks in Irvine,CA and he
gave my daughter Tess, the best 8 second hug. To this day, she still talked about
Collin and his 8 second hugs. She has a Gabb phone because of him and as a
school administrator, his message and fight to #savethekids and #savetheparents will
live on. He will live on through all of us. May God Bless you and keep you. #forcollin
#livelikecollin

Stefan Joly - October 27, 2020 at 02:25 PM

“

I never met Collin but his unexpected billboards on the side of I-15 brought hope and
eventually joy to my life. During a dark time in my life this stranger offered a hand to
grasp onto till I found the strength to stay.
I hope there is comfort with the family off this remarkable man. In your family was the
love that allowed him to reach out so freely. Thank you.

Mary Longorio - October 25, 2020 at 11:35 AM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Collin Stanley Kartchner.

October 23, 2020 at 08:07 AM

“

My life was forever changed with Collin in it when one day my brother Ryan Brinton
long ago said to me “you have to follow my high school friend/ baseball buddy Collin
Kartchner on FB, he is HILARIOUS. And so I did. And there began my love for Collin.
He made me belly laugh with every post. Soon his social media morphed into “Heyyy
Tiff” and I loved him even more.
He exposed the social media problem he saw, in a way only he can, and created a
much needed conversation.
Then he SHOWED US THE WAY - with hurricane Harvey - he showed us how it was
DONE! Using his IG influence for GOOD and then continued to use that influence
and I followed and donated and was so inspired by Collin.
But that wasn’t enough. He had a life mission to save the world. He saw how social
media continued to destroy, not only the adults but more importantly OUR KIDS!!
And he didn’t want to stop until he would SAVE ALL THE KIDS! I attended two of his
presentations. And I have been forever changed. He taught me about the loaded gun
social media is.
And I AM SO GRATEFUL!!! Because then and there I vowed to protect my girls and
we don’t allow any social media for my vulnerable teens. I started giving my teens
that awkward 8 second hug - and I still do - and they continue to awkwardly allow me
those hugs - and we needed that. And now I put my phone down in the car and we
talk. And although not perfect, I am forever aware because of Collin.
He SAVED my kids from what could have been. And I am forever grateful!!! Thank
you Collin, for the constant laughs yes, but most of all for SAVING my precious girls
from the devil (snap chat, tictok, IG, etc). I often think of his message when
navigating this electronic world.
Collin and his influence will forever live on in my family. And we thank Liz and kids for
sharing him with us.
I have cried some good cries for Liz and their precious kids. I am in shock and angry
and distraught. Of all people, we needed Collin and mostly HIS FAMILY NEEDS
HIM!!! So why!????
And so I pray for Liz and each child by name. That somehow some way, they can be
LIFTED and COMFORTED and that something can make sense. And that they can
feel Collin near, wrapping his arms around them all in an eternal hug.
I pray they will get through each day - to not only survive without him but somehow,
someway THRIVE because they are part of him and he lives in them.
Collin was and continues to be GIANT among us. He loved and sacrificed for the
kids. He SAVED our kids FOR us and FROM us.
Collin is my hero.
Praying daily for Liz, Avery, Quincey, Lola and Myles. (( ))

Laura Harding - October 23, 2020 at 01:25 AM

“

Liz, Avery, Quincey, Lola and MylesOur hearts, prayers and love are with each and every one of you. I know this is awful. We
know this sucks 2 million%. I think all of us would fix it in a heartbeat if we could. None of
you are alone, ever. You have a giant village in your corner. Lean into that as the days
pass. We are all rooting for you. Collin was the best of the best and we are all better for
knowing him. Thank you for sharing him with us.
Jillian - October 23, 2020 at 12:01 PM

“

We followed the 1998 Timpview baseball team, with a bunch of champions (including
Logan, our son) playing for it. My husband mentioned to me yesterday that of all the boys
on that team, Collin was the only one who was 'never' down, 'never' upset, and always
happy, encouraging of other players and sometimes the other team! To have that memory
live on all these years since, pays tribute to the unbelievable man that he is. Pat Towsey
Pat - October 23, 2020 at 08:18 PM

“

You are all in my thoughts and prayers. Colin’s life and passionate message is impacting
our family and friends in a tremendous way. My heart grieved for you when Cheri called
me. Colin will forever be a hero for being the champion of the greatest gift from God; our
children. I pray for His peace that surpasses all understanding to comfort your hearts and
minds and guide you through this.
Love,Teri Smith
terri smith - October 25, 2020 at 01:33 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Collin Stanley Kartchner.

October 22, 2020 at 11:21 PM

“

My words are lost. In time, I'll find them. But for now... thank you, Collin and Liz for
letting me into your circle. His movement will continue to grow. Let's make him proud.
Favorite memories: speeding tickets on the way to several events.... listening to him
jam on the piano before events.... having to drive him (with Jimmy Eat World playing
at full volume) around due to a suspended DL... watching the faces of young people
"get it" while listening to him speak.... the tears running down cheeks as he gets on
his knees to be eye-to-eye with the sweet boy or girl whose life he just
saved....random selfies that would make me laugh - and they were always sent at the
most perfect time. Oh my hecking heck... Collin... you changed lives. You will be
missed greatly. Love you, little bro.

Michelle - October 22, 2020 at 10:50 PM

“

I forgot about “oh my hecking heck!” Thanks for the reminder!
Kris - October 22, 2020 at 10:57 PM

and the smile!

