Danny Horace McGraw
March 8, 1936 - August 28, 2018

Danny Horace McGraw, beloved husband, father, and grandfather passed away quietly
August 28, 2018 in Orem. Danny was born March 8, 1936 in Delta, Utah to Thomas E.
McGraw and Helen Pack. He was a twin. His brother, Dennis, became his best friend and
confidant. They had such love for each other. He and Dennis had two older brothers, Tom
and Jerry, and a younger brother, Tim who still resides in Washington State, and an older
sister, Colleen. The depression hit his family hard. They spent several years finding work
where they could in California, Oregon, and Washington State picking fruit, vegetables,
and hops. They finally settled in the Tacoma/Puyallup area of Washington State. Danny
loved the outdoors and sports of all kinds. He excelled at football and baseball. He was
the quarterback of the Bethel High School Braves and led the undefeated team to many
wins. He was in the first graduating class of Bethel High. The entire football team has
been inducted into the Bethel High School Hall of Fame. He was inducted as a key player
into a separate induction of the Bethel High School Hall of Fame. He was the pitcher on
the baseball team. Following graduation he continued to play baseball in the Tacoma
semi-pro league. He attended one year at BYU.
He married Judelle Frederickson and they had five children, Danny Lee (Miriam), Wendy
(Pat Myer), Gary, Randy (Lonnie), and Connie (Joe Riggio). Following their divorce, he,
Danny and Gary continued to live in Tacoma. He worked first as a surveyor on the
Washington State freeway system between Tacoma and Seattle. Then he began his own
business in concrete work. In time he expanded from flatwork to footings and foundations
and eventually became a General Contractor in Utah.
He married Kathleen Tyler on Valentine’s Day 1968 and they are eternal sweethearts.
They celebrated fifty years of marriage this past Valentine’s Day. Together they have six
children, Jeffery (Meg), Elias, Alan (Tammy), Dennis (Lisa), Joy, and Lisa (Jordan
Rossean).
Danny was a hard worker and passed that work ethic on to his children. Shortly after his
marriage, he and Kathy, Danny, Gary, and Jeff moved to Utah where he has lived for

nearly fifty years. His greatest love has always been his family. BYU football has been a
close second and he has attended many games over the years and continued to follow
them from his armchair at home.
He was a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and held many
callings in whatever capacity he was asked. One of his favorites has been as a Primary
teacher. He loves the children and could always get their attention. He would carry jellybeans in his suit pocket to share. He and Kathy served a mission to Zimbabwe, Africa in
2005-2006. His many years of experience in serving in every capacity helped him to teach
and train the leaders in the Gweru area of Zimbabwe. They loved him and he loved them.
He has always been willing to help and serve others. Then again in 2014 he and Kathy
served a mission in their Stake.
Upon retiring from the construction business he continued to do the things he loved in
building. He did most of the up-grades on their Provo home, putting in hardwood floors,
crown molding, and re-positioning walls. The garage became his woodshop, where he
would build things from wood. His bird-feeders were a work of art. He would help anyone
at any time with whatever project they asked. He loved to help others and knew how to fix
or build almost anything. Another love after retirement was growing a garden. He loved
working with the soil and seeing the amazing things he could grow. He also raised and
cared for chickens. Some were fancy, some were plain, and the eggs were great.
Danny has sixty-five grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and great-great-grandchildren
combined. We love him and miss him. He will be remembered for his kindness, generosity,
and willingness to help others wherever and whenever help was needed. God bless,
Danny.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Thursday, September 6, 2018 at the Sunset
Stake Center, 1560 South 1100 West, Provo, Utah. Friends may call at the Berg Mortuary
of Provo, 185 East Center Street, Wednesday, September 5, from 6-8:00 p.m. and at the
church Thursday from 9:30-10:30 a.m. prior to services. Interment will be in the Provo City
Cemetery. Condolences may be expressed at www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

With regards, Sameera purchased the Arrive in Style for the family of Danny Horace
McGraw.

With regards, Sameera - September 02, 2018 at 10:15 PM

“

Many of you probably don't know just how humble my dads beginings were. The
McGraw's were living in a tent on the banks of a river in Washington when he was 7
and someone from the local school visited and asked if they wanted to go to school.
Danny and Dennis said "yes" and then asked " whats that?" The first home my dad
could remember was a barn they cleaned out to live in with no indoor plumbing or
electrical. He and Uncle Dennis would gather 1000 eggs, between them everyday
before school and give the quarter they made to thier mom. Danny was a teenager
before he could remember having indoor plumbing. It was a life well lived with more
emphasis on the journey than the destination. I am proud to be called his son. I love
you Dad.

Alan McGraw - September 01, 2018 at 07:13 PM

“

My Uncle Danny stepped in to walk me down the aisle and support me on my
wedding day. My father Dennis, his twin brother, had passed away when I was
young. Danny provided so much emotional and physical support to our family when
my father died. I love him so much and see him as my own father, just later in life. I
have been so blessed to have my father, Dennis for my first 11 years and Danny for
the second 34 years of my life. He is truly an amazing man and I am blessed to have
him be a part of my life. Thank you for all the memories you shared with me about
my father and the great times the two of you had. I got to know my own father better
through you.

Teri (McGraw) Geeson - August 31, 2018 at 09:25 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Teri (McGraw) Geeson - August 31, 2018 at 09:17 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Danny Horace McGraw.

August 31, 2018 at 08:42 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Danny Horace McGraw.

August 31, 2018 at 03:50 PM

“

One of my most Fondest Memories of my father was in 2002 . My father ordained me
to the Melchizedek priesthood. But my father being a family man that he was .Never
did give up on his first son. After falling away from the church for more than 30 years
I don't think he ever imagined that I would find my way back. Thank you Dad for
being a great example and a loving father.

Danny Lee McGraw Jr. - August 31, 2018 at 11:54 AM

“

He was a very special man and I loved him so very much
Kristine Knox - September 01, 2018 at 10:45 PM

“

One of my favorite times is when he would ride up on his motor cycle and take me for a
ride, It was always a treat to see him. Uncle Dan always a great support with family I could
call him anytime and just talk he will be missed... I sure it's a great day for him to see his
siblings, grandpa & grandma
McGraw much love!!!
Jeanine McGraw Washington - September 03, 2018 at 09:34 PM

“

Oh man I don’t just have one good memory but many. My
Grandpa was always there for me. He to help me to find my way to the gospel. My grandpa
was a true believer in good people and he especially loved his family. Every ordination i
had he would drive to attend just to insure he was in th circle. He help me back when i was
very young to help to direct me in life which i used to better myself. I will never again meet
or stand next to a better hearted man than my grandpa. I am happy to see all of his
suffering is done and he is home with are father in heaven where he can be perfect in all
ways. Thank you grandpa for always being that person i could turn to for advise and
support. Thank you for being a beacon in my life. I love you always may god walk beside
you as you will hallways walk beside me
Jason Bobbi - September 04, 2018 at 10:55 PM

