David Rodger Stone
June 16, 1936 - October 4, 2014

David Rodger Stone, age 78, beloved husband, father, grandfather, brother, and uncle,
passed away peacefully on Saturday, October 4, 2014, at his summer home in Mill Creek,
Washington. During the final days of his battle with metastatic cancer, he enjoyed the
company of loving family, including his wife and all six of his children. His sense of humor,
wise advice, and generous spirit will be greatly missed by his family, friends, colleagues,
and missionaries.
Born on June 16, 1936, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, David was the second of three
children of Hubert James Stone and Ethel Rodger Grant Stone. He grew up fluent in both
English and Spanish, a skill that served him well throughout his life. After the death of his
older brother and his parents' divorce, David attended boarding school, where he excelled
in athletics, including rugby. The happiest days of his youth were the summers spent
riding with the gauchos on the cattle ranch managed by his uncle, Reginald Grant.
David’s mother and sister joined the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in
Argentina and his mother saved up in order to move the family to Utah in 1954. David
converted while attending Brigham Young University and served as a missionary in the
Spanish American Mission. He represented BYU on national television as part of the 1962
College Bowl Quiz team and was elected Student Body President for the 1962-63 school
year. After graduating with a degree in English, he began his business career at Proctor &
Gamble in Cincinnati.
David met the love of his life, Rosalie Ann Erekson, in 1965, and on their first date he felt
he had found his perfect match. They were engaged nine days later, and were married in
the Salt Lake temple on February 7, 1966. They were married 48 years and had six
children. Throughout their marriage he always told people that Rosalie was the best
person he knew: beautiful, intelligent and completely unselfish.
During the course of David’s career, the family lived in several places, from New York, to
David’s native Argentina, and then Peru, Boston, Venezuela, England, Utah, Maryland

and Connecticut. His positions included General Manager, Gillette Europe; President,
International Division, and then President, Housewares Division, at Black & Decker. He
greatly appreciated how fortunate he was to have a wife who was always supportive and
up for the next adventure.
David was always willing to serve the Lord when called, including as a counselor in six
bishoprics in four countries, as a Regional Representative, as a counselor in a stake
presidency, on a stake high council, and many times as a Sunday School teacher – one of
his favorite callings. Together with his wife, Rosalie, as his companion, he was called as
the President of the Dominican Republic Santo Domingo West Mission in 1996. He felt his
previous executive positions in the business world were only preparation for that more
important work. In 1999 David was called to the Second Quorum of Seventy, which
included serving in Area Presidencies in Mexico, Peru, the northeastern United States, the
Philippines, and Australia.
After David's release from that calling in 2006, he and Rosalie split their time between
Texas and Washington in order to spend as much time as possible with their
grandchildren. His family was always the greatest source of joy for him.
David was preceded in death by his brother Norman, and his parents, Hubert and Ethel.
He is survived by his wife, Rosalie Erekson Stone; by his six children, Eric (Darci), Angela,
Julie (Darin) Stephens, Carolyn, Michael (Jeannie), and Jonathan (Audrey); by his
grandchildren, Alexa, Connor, David, Kate, Spencer, Luke, Ty, Jason, Cassie, Ashley,
Paige, and Whitney; by his sister, Leonora Smith; and by numerous nieces and nephews.
Funeral services will be held on Saturday, October 11, 2014, at 11:00 a.m. in the Aspen
6th Ward Chapel, 1546 North 1100 West, Orem, Utah. Friends may call at the Berg
Mortuary of Provo, 185 East Center Street, Friday, October 10, from 6-8:00 p.m. and at
the church Saturday from 9:30-10:30 a.m. Interment, East Lawn Memorial Hills.
Condolences may be offered to the family at www.bergmortuary.com.
In lieu of flowers, the family kindly suggests donations to the LDS General Missionary
Fund or the charity of your choice.

Cemetery Details
Eastlawn Memorial Hills
4800 North 650 East
Provo, UT 84604

Previous Events
Visitation
OCT 10. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (MT)
Berg Mortuary of Provo - East Room
185 East Center Street
Provo, UT 84606

Visitation
OCT 11. 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM (MT)
Aspen 6th Ward Chapel
1546 North 1100 West
Orem, UT 84057

Funeral Service
OCT 11. 11:00 AM (MT)
Aspen 6th Ward Chapel
1546 North 1100 West
Orem, UT 84057

Tribute Wall

BM

Dear Rosalie
We were sorry to hear of David's passing. We well remember our short time
together in the late '60s in Buenos Aires.I especially remember enjoying your
Relief Society lessons in English.
David and I were distant cousins through our Clark line and our Mothers were
friends through the school in Quilmes. I touch base with Leonora on Genealogy
and have met her through the years at Church happenings.
We periodically have read in the Church news about your Church assignments;
together with your corporate assignments you have certainly travelled the globe!
In the obituary we note you have many more family members!
We send our love and best wishes at this time of bereavement .
The Lord will continue to bless you and your family.
Eileen and Ted Dahl
Berg Mortuary - October 18, 2014 at 02:31 PM

MC

Sister Stone, condolences and love to you and your family. I will be forever
grateful for the blessings of having served in the Dominican Republic as a
missionary with President Stone leading us. I could recount many memories
(basketball and golf mission tournament P-days, the don't-be-late-for-meetings
stories--we never dared show up late!!--, the snake light story, etc.), but the
standout memory that I have is how inspiring zone conferences were. I looked
forward to every opportunity we had to learn from him. President Stone had a
talent for teaching the gospel with plainness so that we understood, but using an
gift of language that made it seem to me like we were feasting on an amazing
meal. I can still remember how the Spirit would fill my mind and heart as I listened
in those conferences. Thank you so very much for all that you both gave of
yourselves to lead our mission.
Michael M. Clark
Michael M Clark - October 13, 2014 at 08:37 PM

JO

It was a most delightful surprise to get a call from Dave on January 31, 2011, the
50th anniversary of our first GE College Bowl appearance for BYU, and to catch
up with one another's lives during that 50 years! A lot of water under the bridge.
I have nothing but the most positive and lovely memories of that College Bowl
year. The four of us as team members grew very close, and we learned to admire
and respect one another's talents and gifts. It was a most intense time, but a most
enjoyable time - especially in the remembering.
So I was saddened to hear of Dave's passing. I pray that Lord's comfort and
blessing will be with his wife and children during this difficult time. I am so
grateful, as I am sure you are, for the perspective of the Gospel. The separation
is hard and painful, but it will end. I am sure of that. And there will be joyful
reunions to come - for his family and for friends like me, whose lives were
touched and changed because we knew each other.
May the Lord bless and keep you.
JoJean Loflin
JoJean - October 12, 2014 at 04:48 PM

BH

Dear Rosalie and family, this has been some of the saddest times of my life, I still
try to understand that David is no longer with us, you and your family has been so
blessed to have him as a husband, father and grandfather, and obviously he was
too for having all of you in his life, and we his friends, were also blessed that he
always found the time for a phone call an email to make us feel important, I met
David when I was 17 years of age, in Buenos Aires, since that time he has been
not only my friend, but my mentor and my guide, always available for the right
word and the great joke. I had the privilege of also working for him at Black &
Decker and enjoy his professional brilliance. David and I share a lot of things in
common, one of them was our passion for sports and our unconditional love for
our beloved Club Atletico River Plate and the Argentina National Team, we use to
comment the games on the phone quite often and have the type of arguments
teen agers will have.
I don’t think that I ever made a major professional decision in my life without first
having a very deep conversation with your husband, and always, got the proper
counsel to make the right decision. Among the many reasons I always love this
man, there was one that always amazed me, he always had time for me, didn’t
matter the time, the place or the moment, he will devote time for me, and that is
what true friends are all about, David was that way. What a difficult lost has been,
but what a wonderful honor for me, a simple boy from Buenos Aires to be
associated for more than 40 years with such an incredible man. He was so proud
of you and your children, every time we spoke over the phone or we met for lunch
or dinner, he will give me a full report of all of you and I will give him a my report
of my family. His life has left a profound mark in my life, what an example he has
been, as a businessman, as a friend, but more than anything as a disciple of the
Lord. My love to you and the wonderful family that you and my dear friend have. I
will miss him so much.
Bill Houlin
Bill Houlin - October 10, 2014 at 05:50 PM

LM

Dear Rosalie and family, Sheldon and I were sorry to hear about and read about
David's passing through the veil. What a wonderful obituary that was written
about his life and your lives together and some of the many things that he and
you have accomplished through the years. Aren't we blessed to know that David
no longer suffers and that He will be serving with all of his might while awaiting for
you to join him. May your heart be at peace and the love of your family surround
you at this time and the "Celebration of Life" tomorrow.
Our prayers are with you. LaWynn Murphy
LaWynn Murphy - October 10, 2014 at 04:35 PM



Love's Journey was purchased for the family of David Rodger
Stone.

October 10, 2014 at 01:33 PM

GP

Dear Rosalie and family - I would just like to share with you some things that you
might not have known. First of all, please know how much Ann and I (Gregg) love
David and you. We will be forever grateful to the Lord for the association that we
have and will continue to have into the eternities. Next, I will forever be grateful
for you and David taking Ann and I to El Refugio del Viejo Conte in Buenos Aires.
What a joyful memory of that evening; Next (again), for the memory of David
telling me about one of his driving experiences to Southern Argentina to go
fishing, how he was driving (just a little above the speed limit) and go stopped by
a federal "traffic" officer. When David asked him how he knew how fast he was
driving, the officer produced a hand held radar gun and said he had clocked him
at whatever violation speed. David came back to BA and in relating that to me,
said, "I would really like to know how he was able to get that radar gun." I didn't
have the nerve to tell him that I had helped the Neuquen Provincial Police get the
instrument. Finally, when Ann and I were living in Johnstown, PA, the stake was
being reorganized and a new stake president called. David was there as
companion to Elder Russell M. Nelson of the Twelve, doing interviews. I was one
of the many interviewed and in a moment during a lunch breaki, I was sitting with
David and Elder Nelson joined us. David got up to go and get something and
Elder Nelson leaned over to me and said, "Isn't he just wonderful. He is so
talented and speaks such great Spanish." I wholeheartedly agreed and do so
even more so today.
We send our love to you and the family and will see you on Friday.
Gregg and Ann Phillips
Gregory Phillips - October 10, 2014 at 01:03 PM

RW

1 file added to the tribute wall

Rosalie E. Stone, wife - October 10, 2014 at 09:20 AM

A truly gentle man! A great example to a new convert who at 18 was the only
member in my family! Feel privileged to have been able to spend time with David,
Rosalie and their family while they lived in England, much love sent.
Sarah Carvell (nee` Copley-Smith)
Sarah Carvell - October 09, 2014 at 07:09 PM

GP

Dear Stone Family---Our deepest sincere Condolances, David was a magnificent
man !!
I was a good friend. we meet in our early teens at the Belgrano A C,He was at St
George's and I at the American G & HS. We were good friends during our mutual
time at
Gillette over almost 25 years. I was head of Internation at American S Razor Co
when he
had the same position at B & D. We meet several times in Charlottesville VA or
Maryland.
I am deeply saddened and hope to be with him in the hereafter.
George L Pineo
George L Pineo - October 09, 2014 at 10:10 AM



Sympathy Fruits Abound was purchased for the family of David
Rodger Stone.

October 08, 2014 at 09:44 PM

CB

You couldn't find a more interesting, brilliant, witty, giving friend. We were
practically adopted by Dave and Rosalie, as family, when we lived in Lima, Peru.
And we were so grateful for their warmth and hospitality there. Many a day or
evening was spent in their good care and we always felt their love and goodwill.
They were so sweet to our daughter Annie, who was two years old. Eric and
Angela were such good friends to her. The fact that Dave was a great gamesman
just added to our love and enjoyment of him. I have never seen anyone who
loved a game (of any sort - cards, basketball, board games, seeing how close to
the edge of the table in a restaurant without it falling off (sort of a table-top
shuffleboard, golf, tennis). When he would come to visit us in Logan, he would
come prepared with basketball clothes on the chance that Marion and he could
find a "pick-up" game somewhere. We loved him for his energy and desire to live
each moment to the fullest.
He was such an amiable man who knew how to listen and how to counsel with
great care and love. He was loved wherever he lived. And thank heaven he
spread himself out over the world so he could influence and befriend so many
people of diverse cultures and ethnicities. God bless you, Rosalie, and your
beautiful family.
Marion and Carolyn Bentley
Carolyn Bentley - October 08, 2014 at 02:13 PM

JC

We have such wonderful memories of the Stone family in England in the latter
1970s and early 1980s. He was my (John's) counsellor for a while and I know in
1980 he strongly recommended me to the visiting General Authority as the new
Staines stake president. He recounted this with a big grin. The same grin was on
his face as we went to see Argentina and England play at Wembley. I remember
as couples walking from the Royal Albert Hall on a chilly December night - the
Gordon's also - and comments about my not having a topcoat. That Christmas a
taxi driver came to our door and delivered a navy blue topcoat. I have always had
my suspicions about who sent it...
There were other kindnesses, from David and also Rosalie. We have a photo of
us with President Benson on our wall and Gillian is wearing an outfit loaned by
Rosalie. For many years we had wheat from the Stones in blue drums stored in
our garage. There are manny more simple little memories that come to mind.
Life is full of memories that live on when friends depart. LeGrand Richards said to
President Eyring at his father's funeral (banging his cane and laughing) that a
good life makes a good funeral. That is what it should be as the family say
goodbye or rather 'Au revoir'. With all our love John and Gillian Cary
John Cary - October 08, 2014 at 11:36 AM

MK

Steve, my husband and I had the opportunity/chance ( of a
lifetime) of spending time with Elder Stone and his sweet
wife, Rosalie. We helped them buy their summer home
here in Mill Creek, Wa. We cherish the moments we had
with them. Elder Stone shared with us his conversion story,
some of his spiritual experiences. A quote he shared that I
always share with investigators, "if you don't make a decision in time, time will
make the decision for you". Elder Stone, you will always be in our hearts. You
have touched our lives in many ways. Rosalie, we love you! From your friends in
Mill Creek, Wa. Meriam and Steve Knoblaugh.
Meriam Knoblaugh - October 08, 2014 at 08:09 AM

ME

David will remain in some of my favorite memories
Mercedes - October 08, 2014 at 05:23 AM

CS

What a wonderful man that blessed the lives of so many people. He will truly be
missed.
John, Connie & Johnny Spears
Connie Spears - October 07, 2014 at 06:34 PM

ME

"David will remain in some of my favorite memories"
Mercedes - October 08, 2014 at 05:21 AM

