Dean Madsen
June 3, 1932 - April 26, 2011

Dean Jay Madsen, beloved husband, father, brother and grandpa-extraordinaire, age 78,
of Orem, Utah, passed away unexpectedly on Tuesday, April 26, 2011, surrounded by
family and friends. He was born on June 3, 1932 to Niels Halvor Madsen and Sarah
LaVon Ellis. He was the second of four sons.
For Dean, membership in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints meant daily
privileges to love, serve and give. He truly loved the Savior with all his heart, was a
devoted disciple and followed the Master's admonition to go about doing good. As a result,
he made a difference for many.
Dean's tender testimony was a natural extension of who he was. He served in the North
Germany mission, and held many church callings throughout his life. He was honored to
serve as a temple worker in the Provo, Utah Temple and was currently serving in the
Mount Timpanogos Temple. Dean's beautiful and powerful singing voice is a fitting tribute
to the man. He loved to sing with his brothers in what many described as "perfect
harmony." Above all, Dean lived his life in crescendo, setting an example for all to follow.
Dean served in various branches of the United States military, including a period as an
active duty radar operator for the Air Force in Korea. He retired from the Navy in 1981,
and maintained strong friendships with his colleagues over the years. Dean also worked
as a Corrections Officer for the State of Utah until he retired in 1989. The full-sized
flagpole in the yard spoke volumes concerning Dean's love of country, dedication to
freedom and desire to serve.
Dean married Marilyn Kay McPherron on Dec. 3, 1960. Together they raised a family of
six children. He was a devoted husband and treasured his family - first, last and always!
Family trips were not about destinations, locations or accommodations, but were about
being together, sharing stories, learning about history and laughing until we cried. There
was never any doubt about where Dean would be. (Always there for those he loved.)

Dean was known for his love of calligraphy, cribbage, hummingbirds, flowers, western and
war movies, working in the yard, and Miracle Whip. He spent countless hours on the back
porch swing, sharing his love of reading with the grandkids.
Dean was preceded in death by his parents and his brother Richard. He is survived by his
beloved wife of 50 years, brothers Stan (Anne) of Bountiful and Ray (DeAnne) of
Centerville, six children Rand Madsen of Orem, Michelle Roach of American Fork, Lori
(Darin) Pack of Lehi, Melanie (Scott) Brower of Pleasant Grove, Kirk (Johanna) Madsen of
Orem, and Ryan Madsen of Orem, 16 grandchildren, 7 great-grandchildren, and his
hummingbird pal Fred.
The family would like to thank Utah Valley Regional Medical Center ER and ICU for their
efforts. You guys were amazing. We'd also like to thank ward members and friends who
have done so much for us. Thank you, thank you, thank you!
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 am on Monday, May 2nd in the Lakeview 7th Ward
Chapel, 155 W 1600 S, Orem, Utah. A viewing will be held at the Berg Mortuary in Provo,
185 East Center Street, on Sunday night (May 1st) from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. Family may call
at 9:45 to 10:45 am at the chapel prior to the service on Monday. Dean will be buried in
the Orem City Cemetery with Military Honors. Condolences may be sent through www.ber
gmortuary.com or info@bergmortuary.com.
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MAY
1

Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Berg Mortuary of Provo - East Room
185 East Center Street, Provo, UT, US, 84606

MAY
2

Interment
Orem City Cemetery
1520 North 800 East, Orem, UT, US, 84097

MAY
2

Visitation

09:45AM - 10:45AM

Lakeview 7th Ward Chapel
155 West 1600 South, Orem, UT, US, 84058

MAY
2

Funeral Service

11:00AM

Lakeview 7th Ward Chapel
155 West 1600 South, Orem, UT, US, 84058

Comments

“

Dear Marilyn,
Please accept our belated sympathies at the passing of Dean. Even though we were
unable to attend the funeral, we were there in spirit and prayer. (We learned of the
viewing only after Donna Simpson returned from it.) We have admired you and Dean
ever since we became acquainted. Thank you for your friendship and interest in our
lives over the years. We truly hope that you have been able to establish a routine in
your life that allows you to go on while remembering him.
With warmest memories.
Kent and Gayle Brown

Kent Brown - Orem, UT - Friend - May 18, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Aunt Marilyn and family,
I'm so sorry for your loss and that we could not make it out for the services. Uncle
Dean was a great man and always a lot of fun. He will be missed.
Love,
Jeremy Curtis and family

Jeremy Curtis - Downers Grove, IL - May 11, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I was so sorry to hear about Dean's passing...He was truly a dear sweet man.
Chelle, please call me so we can talk....I miss you. 801-310-5888
Love,
Hope

Hope Prestwich - Orem, UT - Friend - May 07, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I'm so sorry to hear about Dean. I got to know this kind, gentle man while working at
the bank, where he would come to cash his "Madsen's Cleaning" checks. What a
delightful man. He always made my day a bit brighter. His cheerful personality was
contagious. I'm so sorry for your loss. He will be greatly missed. May you all find
peace and comfort knowing that "families are forever" and that he is preparing for the
day when you can all be together again. He was welcomed with open arms by our
Savior. May God be with each one of you during this difficult time.

Janet Poplawski - UT - May 04, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Marilyn & Family,
We are very sorry to hear about Dean's passing. We wish you peace & love at this
difficult time.
Henry & Bonnie Hansgen

Henry Hansgen - Lehi, UT - Cousin - May 02, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

We were so saddened to here of the loss of Dean, I will always remember is warm
smile, easy and friendly mannor, Our thoughts and prayers are with you. Love the
Mowers

Kevin & Carole Mower - orem, UT - Friend & Neighbor - May 02, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Marilyn and family,
We send our sympathy at this time of sudden and tragic loss. Dean was a good
friend whom we loved knowing while you were in our ward. He was always full of
kindness and good humor, and your family made a valuable contribution to our ward.
May the Lord's deepest and warmest comfort be with you at this important time.
love,
Gary and Susan Hansen and family

Gary and Susan Hansen and family - Orem, UT - Former bishop - May 02, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Marilyn and family, my love and prayers go out to you over the lose of your husband,
father, grandfather and great-grandfather. Dean was a loving and kind person
someone I was proud to know and have in the family. It is wonderful to know that we
will be with our loved ones again. May God bless you all.
With Love,
Thomas and Bonnie Winegar Johnson

Bonnie Winegar Johnson - Cousin to Marilyn - May 02, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Marilyn and family, I just got back from St. George Thursday and was shocked and
saddened by the news of Dean's death. I so enjoyed his pleasant, fun personality. I
always enjoyed the simple sweet affection the two of you seemed to share. The
concern for each other and the sinple "holding hands" that I often observed endeared
both of you to me. I enjoyed seeing your fun Christmas tree each year and watching
Dean interact with your grandchildren sharing your home.
He will truly be missed. Marilyn if there is anything I can do please let me know. You
have my love and support.
Love, Kathie Hatch

Kathie Hatch - UT - Neighbor - May 02, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Richard and I would like to send our condolances to you. Dean will be greatly
missed. We have been apart to long hope to hear from you at a better time.K

Donna (Atwood) Cuzick - Gilmer, TX - Marilyn's cousin - May 01, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Marilyn, I am sooooo sorry to hear of this. Dean was always a sweet and loving spirit
(kind and friendly to EVERYONE) and I know you will miss him greatly. My heart
goes out to you and your family! Love, Darlene Winegar Niebuhr

Darlene Niebuhr - Bountiful, UT - May 01, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

We just heard about Deam and are very sorry for your loss. You have our
condolences. Althought we are not able to come to Utah to see any of you, our
thoughts will be with you tonight and tomorrow and always.
We will always remember Dean for his lovely voice and quiet, pleasant manner. He
usually wore a smile and the children always gravitated towards him. He was a kind
and caring man and will be fondly
remembered by us all.
Today I turned 93 and heard about Dean while at Carla's home for my birthday
dinner. Joyce Watson called to tell Carla who told me and the rest of our family.
Melvin is still in Utah in Salt Lake, Donna, David, Vickie, and Carla are all here in
Gilmer, Texas. Again, we give you our love and support.

Beth Atwood - Gilmer, TX - wife's aunt - May 01, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Marilyn, I just heard about your husband last night. We are so sorry and are praying
for your family at this time.

Heather Jarvis Schoemig - Cedar Hills, UT - May 01, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Dearest Marilyn and family,
Dean was a wonderful husband, father, and grandfather and he is still that. My heart
goes out to you in this time of sorrow for you sudden loss, but the messages from the
Gospel and the Savior's atonement help us understand the bigger picture.
I was always so amazed by Dean's friendliness, happy smile and his loving care for
Marilyn when he brought her to the office or picked her up. I loved watching the two
of you together,
Love, Ginny Ball

Ginny Ball - Qingdao, China formerly, Orem, UT - friend and past co-worker - May 01, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Marilyn,
I remember how supportive Dean was during all of the A.G. Bell activities and your
countless hours dedicated to helping our little deaf kids learn to hear. At the A.G.Bell
Talk Walk Run, he could be found helping to cook breakfast with you. I also
remember one evening when we had a meeting and when it was finished, there sat
Dean in your office just patiently waiting for you to be done. You have done so much
for our family and Chance...we love you. And we are very grateful for the support
Dean gave to you as you supported the deaf children of Utah.
May God bless and comfort you until you and Dean may once again be reunited
never again to have to part.
Love
Taunya and Norm Paxton family

Taunya Paxton - Pleasant Grove, UT - Friend - May 01, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Marilyn and family, I have many wonderful memories of Dean and all of you, the
first is camping together and introducing me to Omletes, then when I had one of my
babies, you taught them to love Rollie Pollies (crepes). He always had a story to tell,
always wore a baseball cap, had the most beautiful penmanship which I took
advantage of when doing certificates for Young Women, and when I saw Dean, I saw
my sweetheart. He and Richard were the best of friends, even though there were 9
years between them. Richard loved his brother and enjoyed many good times with
him. I shall miss him, but take comfort knowing they are together with many who love
them on the other side. My love and Best Blessings to all of you.

Velma Madsen - St. George, UT - Sister-in-law - April 30, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I will miss Bro.Madsen so much each Thursday night at Mt. Timpanogos Temple.
What an amazing man. So kind and gentle and sweet. I also got to know his kind
brother Richard there too. What good hearts they both have. They will be missed
dearly. One evening I was by myself in the temple cafeteria and I had put my tray
down on one of the tables. Some of the brothers from our shift were sitting at "the
men's table". I went to get some butter. I came back and my tray was gone. I just
stood there trying to figure out where my tray went. These two girls that were patrons
told me that a man had taken my tray over to "the men's table". I looked over and
Bro. Madsen was grinning.
I also remember that after his brother Dick had passed away that he told me he ate 2
tapiocas each Thursday night in honor of his brother and one for himself.
Just a sweet man. We had a connection because i lost my brother two years ago too.
Bro. Madsen will be missed dearly. I know his brother greeted him.

Lori Sume - Orem, UT - temple friend - April 30, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Aunt Marilyn & family,
Uncle Dean as a positive, happy, loving man. As a little girl I remember he was
always interested in whatever I wanted to talk about. And you know me, I love to talk.
He would patiently listen, nodding his head and adding a thought here or there. I had
a special doll he gave me when I was just a baby. I named it "Deany Dolly" after my
thoughtful uncle. Every night for years I slept with that soft pink doll tucked under one
arm. (It finally felt apart when I was 17 or 18.) I also remember the "brothers" singing
together. I think my love of harmony started with hearing them sing. Uncle Dean was
a great example to me of unconditional love. He always seemed to have "extras"
around his house and was so kind to everyone. I will miss him. My thoughts and
prayers are with you all. I know families are forever. I grateful to be part of the
Madsen family.

Terri (Madsen) Johnson - West Bountiful, UT - niece - April 30, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Marilyn, Dave & I are so sorry for your loss. Dean was always so thoughtful and
caring about Dave & what he was going through.
Even tho we are in different wards, were still family!
Please know that you are in our prayers. We send our love and prayers to you and
your family.
Dave & MaeLynn Allred

Dave & MaeLynn Allred - Orem, UT - Old ward family - April 29, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Dean was the sweetest and kindest man i ever ment, he was evrything i strive to be
in a husband and father, needless to say i look up to him alot! i have ben blessed
with merrying Deans grand doughter Steffani and ever sence Dean allways made me
feal so welcome as part of the familey, and i thank the lord that i am apart of this very
special familey, Dean will be missed so much! thank you for evrything.

Tyrel Nelson - American fork, UT - Granson inlaw - April 29, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I thought of Dean as my own Grandpa, he was the kindest and sweetest man i have
ever ment, an he was so funny allways lighting up the room wth his smile and his
jokes, i look up to him so much! i am so very blest to have known Dean theese last 8
OR 9 years that i have ben a part of this familey, he allways made me feal welcome,
and i love him for that, thank you.

Tyrel Nelson - American fork, UT - Grandson inlaw - April 29, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

All my love and prayers go out to Marilyn and her family.
I always felt loved and accepted as one of the kids in the Madsen home. Dean's
genuine smile and kindness was always expressed freely to all. My fondest memory
of him, was a "little" thing, but I admired it. I often would stay very late or over night at
their house, and each evening I would see him in the kitchen cutting up peppers and
other veggies to take to the room for an evening snack for his wife and him to enjoy.
Maybe it's because my dad doesn't know where anything is in the kitchen...which is
why I noticed it...LOL. But to me, I just thought it was romantic/sweet. And I've never
forgotten it.
I know he has left a legacy of faithful, loving kids. Who know how to just be together
and have A LOT of fun and laughter. I miss those times. You will be missed
Dean...but I know it's only for a time. It's apparent to me, that he was needed to do
great things in the next life as he did here.

Heather Stone - Friend - April 29, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Dean was a great man to work with. I loved his sense of humor and that he always
had a joke for us to chuckle at. I would ask Dean if he had just gotten a hair cut...he
would relply..no I got ALL of them cut!! He will be missed....with a "triple-all-say"!
Amber Lee

Amber Lee - Orem, UT - Co-Worker at Madsen Cleaning - April 29, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Marilyn,
Carol told me of Dean's unexpected death. May the knowledge of the resurrection
help you find peace in the current storm.
In Sympathy...Brent

Brent Pitt - Austin, TX - Friend of Marilyn - April 29, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. Your dad has a place in many of my childhood memories.
All my love and prayers go out to your family at this difficult time.

Angela Ferre French - Gilbert, AZ - Friend - April 29, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

cordial cherries. That's all I can think of right now. We were probably the only ones
who would eat the things.

Brandie Davis - friend/co-worker - April 29, 2011 at 12:00 AM

