Delores Hug Harris
November 26, 1929 - March 15, 2021

At three o’clock in the morning on a cold winter night in Logan, Utah; November 26, 1929,
nine-year-old Sonja (Sonia) Hug was sent out into the cold to knock on the neighbors’
door to ask to use their phone to call a doctor. By the time the doctor arrived, though, little
Delores Hug had already come into the world and had been wrapped in a diaper by her
sister to ward off the cold of the chilly room.
Delores was the youngest of three children and the first to be born in the United States.
Her parents and her older sister and brother had emigrated to Utah from Switzerland just
a short time before.
Delores was a tomboy. As a young girl, she formed a club called the Terrible Tens, which
you could only join if you could perform ten dares, including one which involved climbing
to the upper branches of a tall pine tree and snatching down a handkerchief which had
been planted there by her or one of her other daredevil friends.
After graduating from Logan High School, Delores attended Utah State University in
Logan, where she met her future husband, James Harris of Ogden, Utah. They graduated
together, and then Delores taught school for a year while Jim was finishing up his master’s
degree. They were married in 1953 and honeymooned at Niagara Falls on their way to
Ithaca, New York, where Jim entered a Doctorate program at Cornell. There, Delores
taught sixth grade until the birth of their oldest child, Jim, enticed her out of the classroom.
Delores and Jim fully expected to return to a job at Utah State in Logan after they finished
up at Cornell. However, fate would send them to Provo and Brigham Young University
instead. At first disappointed by this change in plans, Delores came to love the mountains
of Provo, and they made their home here until 2017 when Jim died and just this week
when Delores, too, passed away.
Like her husband, Delores grew up in modest circumstances, but the two of them were
blessed with the ability to make do with what they had, and they created a wonderful life

for themselves and their children. For example, Delores was an excellent seamstress,
making beautiful clothes for her children and herself for many years. This included sailor
suits, many beautiful dresses, and a number of creative Halloween costumes. Later, she
continued this tradition for her grandchildren.
They did leave Provo for short periods in the 1960s and 1970s to take sabbatical leaves
from the university to Colorado, Hawaii, and California. And, after retirement in 1994, Jim
and Delores served a mission in historic Nauvoo, Illinois from 1999 to 2000, which was a
highlight of their retirement years.
Delores was committed to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and served diligently in a number of
different callings in the Pleasant View 1st Ward in Provo. Her favorite job was working with
children in the primary, and many fondly remember her leading the singing in the junior
primary room.
When her mother was approaching the end of her life, Delores brought her to her home,
where she lived for six months out of the year while her older sister, Sonja, hosted her for
the other six. She expertly juggled caring for her mother and her youngest three children
with a full-time job teaching kindergarten at Edgemont Elementary School on the north
side of Provo. Her high school aged children have fond memories of visiting her in her
kindergarten room during their breaks and lunch hour from school at nearby Timpview.
Delores blessed the lives of many young children through her kindergarten teaching, and
she has run into many of them again over the years, including her dentist, her
dermatologist, her next-door neighbor Joan Barnett’s grandson, and many others who
have recognized her in and around Provo over the years.
Delores is survived by her eight children: James (Melinda Woolf), Michael (Donna Dutton),
Susan (Ray) Hansen, David (Jane England), Linda (Gregg) Pugmire, S. Nathan, Leilani
(Burt) Garfield, and Heidi (Todd) Bergeson, 29 grandchildren and 21 great-grandchildren.
She is also survived by her sister, Sonja, who will celebrate her 100th birthday in June of
this year, as well as sisters-in-law, Barbara (Thayne) Harris and Sonia (Alan) Baczuk.
One brother, Heinz Hug, and two grandchildren, Coulter and Haley Harris, preceded her in
death.
Funeral services will be held at 12 noon, Friday, March 19, 2021 at the Pleasant View 1st
Ward Chapel, also known as the Stadium Avenue Chapel, at 650 East Stadium Avenue in
Provo. For those who prefer to attend via Zoom, please access the following link 10-15

minutes prior to noon: https://tinyurl.com/DeloresHug.
Friends may call at the Berg Mortuary of Provo, 185 East Center Street, on Thursday,
March 18 from 6-8:00 p.m. and at the chapel prior to the funeral on Friday morning from
11-11:50 a.m. Interment will be at the Eastlawn Memorial Hills Cemetery in Provo, Utah.
Condolences may be expressed at www.bergmortuary.com.

Cemetery Details
Eastlawn Memorial Hills
4800 North 650 East
Provo, UT 84604

Previous Events
Visitation
MAR 18. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (MT)
Berg Mortuary of Provo
185 East Center Street
Provo, UT 84606
info@bergmortuary.com

Visitation
MAR 19. 11:00 AM - 11:50 AM (MT)
Pleasant View 1st Ward
650 East Stadium Avenue
Provo, UT 84604

Funeral Service
MAR 19. 12:00 PM (MT)
Pleasant View 1st Ward
650 East Stadium Avenue
Provo, UT 84604
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KB

Aunt Lori was so very nice to me and my siblings. We enjoyed coming to visit her
and Uncle Jim in Provo. She and Uncle Jim were good friends to my parents. My
parents, Alan and Sonia spoke often about their regular visits with them. While I
was a student at BYU Aunt Lori sent me an Easter Basket full of goodies. It came
at a time when I needed it. We will miss Aunt Lori. I hope the Harris family can be
comforted and enjoy sharing good memories with each other. Lots of love to the
family, Kyle.
Kyle Baczuk - March 28, 2021 at 02:35 PM

DH

Thanks so much for your thoughtful comments, Kyle! I appreciate that so much. -David
David Everett Harris - May 23, 2021 at 12:42 AM

KH

Dear Harris Family,
We were sorry to learn of the death of your mother, Delores. We were unaware of
the funeral arrangements, so unfortunately missed the services. We know and
admire many of the Harris family. We send our sympathy and love.
We served with both Delores and Jim when we lived in the Pleasant View First
Ward. We have pleasant memories of our time together. We are grateful for this
wonderful association.
With much love, Reese and Kathryn Hansen
Kathryn Hansen - March 21, 2021 at 02:39 PM

DH

Hi Sister Hansen! It's so nice of you to comment here. I noticed that you guys weren't
at the funeral, and I feel bad to learn that you didn't get the info in time. As I've told you
before, Mom so admired you and would have loved to have you at her service.
Thanks so much to both you and your husband (and your kids! I occasionally
exchange comments with Brian on Facebook) for being an important part of our life in
the PV 1st ward and neighborhood as we were growing up.
There are many from the neighborhood who deserve mention, but there are a few who
deserve special mention for the huge positive impact they had on the life of the young
men in those days. Reese is one of them, and others I should mention are Dean
Barnett, Wally Hansen, Jim Curtis, Sy Felt and Rey Baird. (I hope I haven't forgotten
anyone. Brother Westover, who ended up in the 3rd ward later, is another one I
connected with.)
David Everett Harris - May 23, 2021 at 12:50 AM

BR

I was sad to hear of Aunt Lori’s passing. She was a beautiful person and always
seemed happy and smiling. She was fun to be around and always had a kind
word to share. I appreciated all the family parties and events that Uncle Jim and
Aunt Lori hosted, some of the events were even overnight and they were always
welcoming and made room for everyone. I will miss Aunt Lori’s positive, happy
attitude, but I am glad that she is now reunited with Uncle Jim, the love of her life,
and other family and friends. I pray the Lord will bless their family with peace and
comfort during this difficult time.
Blythe Rackham - March 19, 2021 at 06:20 PM

DH

Thanks for your kind words, cousin! We sure appreciate that. Mom and I listened to
your father's funeral together thanks to Devin kindly sharing the link.
David Everett Harris - May 23, 2021 at 12:52 AM

JI

The sisters (for we are like sisters) of Pro Libris wish to express our love for
Delores. We have been together for 63 years and Delores was a charter member.
Her radiance under that head of dark curly hair lifted our spirits and her sense of
humor carried us through bad times. And when that dark hair turned gray, her
face and spirit were still youthful and happy. She was unique among us; and as
one member expressed it, "I love Delores. What an elect lady!" May she rest in
peace and receive the deserved accolade, "Well, done." We will miss you,
Delores.
With Love, Marilyn Alexander, Carolyn Anderson, Shirlene Hoopes, Janet Izatt,
Janet Jones, Carol Lee, Eileen Lewis, Karen Rhodes, Sharon Swindle, Zina
Woods, Luzon Washburn, Shauna Weight
Janet Izatt - March 19, 2021 at 12:01 PM

DH

Thanks so much for your kind words. We so appreciate Zina Woods for her willingness
to transport Mom to PL events for a long time before Mom died. I recognize some of
your other names, as well. Thanks so much for being Mom's friends.
David Everett Harris - May 23, 2021 at 12:54 AM



Sweet Sincerity was purchased for the family of Delores Hug
Harris.

March 19, 2021 at 09:46 AM

“Sister Harris” always welcomed me into her home with a sparkle in her eye and a
kind greeting of “hello cute Jan.” Her daughters became my sisters and the whole
Harris family holds a piece of my heart. The tender and devoted relationship she
had with her husband is an inspiration to me and many others. The world would
be a much better place were it full of the love shown by and given to this sweet
woman.
Jan Thomson - March 18, 2021 at 07:23 PM

DH

Thanks so much for this kind comment, Jan. We appreciate it so much. It was fun to
see you at the funeral and a few other times over the years. I'm so glad you and
Leilani and Heidi and Julianne and others have been able to stay in touch for all these
years.
David Everett Harris - May 23, 2021 at 12:56 AM

Delores is such a beautiful lady, always with a sweet smile and a sparkle in her
eyes. One could tell that she lived her life according to the commandments. She
was an example and a sweet friend to many of us. I feel blessed to have been
around her for many years. I give my sympathy to her family. She will be missed,
but she has been such a wonderful example that she will be remembered forever
for her successful time on earth.
Love to the family,
Gayle Dudley
Gayle Dudley - March 18, 2021 at 04:06 PM

LE

I am sorry to read about Delores passing. I do not take Harrold Newspaper, and I
learned about the service from a program that was left our building.
Your family was such a gift for us, as a family. I send my love to you. I know that I will
see her and your father again.
LaRita Evans
LaRita Evans - March 23, 2021 at 02:59 PM

DH

Thanks so much, Sisters Dudley and Evans, for your kind notes. You guys are such a
big reason why the PV neighborhood was such an ideal place to grow up.
I hope you'll say hi to your kids from me, David.
David Everett Harris - May 23, 2021 at 12:58 AM



Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family of Delores
Hug Harris.

March 18, 2021 at 03:58 PM



Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Delores Hug
Harris.

March 18, 2021 at 11:45 AM

JD

I met Delores in November 1949, a month after we arrived in the USA. Her
mother invited us to spend our first Thanksgiving with her family. Delores was at
that time a student at USAC (Utah State University). At that dinner, were Delores
and her mother and also Sonja and her husband and their baby. What a
wonderful welcome to our new home!
Delores has been a dear friend for many years, not just to me but to our entire
family. She and her husband Jim are a great example of what it means to live the
Gospel in our everyday lives, and not just on Sunday. They were kind, never
judgmental, and always ready to help in any way they could. They will be missed.
Our love and deepest sympathy go out to her children and to her extended family.
Josefine DEHOYOS - March 18, 2021 at 12:23 AM

DH

Thanks for this lovely comment, Sr. de Hoyos. It was so lovely to speak with you on
the phone today. It brought back so many precious memories of Mom's mother,
Martha, whom we always knew as Dabadee.
We're had three generations of friendship between our families. I'm not sure how many
other families can say that. I still have fond memories of my interactions with Art and
Frank from back in the day, and I've had fun interactions with others of your kids over
the years, as well.
I look forward to seeing you next weekend. I'll call you Sunday morning to make sure
we're still on.
David Everett Harris - May 23, 2021 at 01:20 AM

PB

Pat H. Blauer purchased the Arrive in Style for the family of
Delores Hug Harris.

Pat H. Blauer - March 17, 2021 at 07:32 PM



Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the family of
Delores Hug Harris.

March 17, 2021 at 06:35 PM



Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Delores
Hug Harris.

March 17, 2021 at 05:59 PM

