Donna Marie Jones Johnson
February 25, 1929 - October 5, 2020

Donna Marie Jones Johnson of Provo, Utah, passed away peacefully at home on October
5, 2020. Daughter to A. Alton and Anna Marie Jones. She is survived by two sisters, Patsy
Elliott (Doug) and Charlene Madsen (Rex). Donna married Khalil Vernile (KV) Johnson
December 11, 1948. She is survived by her two daughters Kaelyn and Valerie Johnson.
She was born in Provo, UT on February 25, 1929. She spent a significant portion of her
childhood in Indianola, Utah where her father was a section foreman for the railroad. She
graduated from North Sanpete High School. After graduation, she moved to Provo, Utah
where she met the love of her life and her husband, K.V.
Donna had an upholstery shop and was one of the few people who knew the art of tuck
and roll and diamond tufting. As a result, many owners of vintage show cars visited her
shop. Her attention to detail and her eye for design soon made her shop successful even
though she never advertised. She was a true artist with anything fabric. From freeway
bridge covers to restored funeral horse drawn coaches, vintage antique furniture to fire
hose covers, costumes for Jean Golden Girls to race boat life jackets, she did it all.
Donna was among the first women to join Jean’s Golden Girls. She loved performing and
dancing for the crowds. Through the years, she made all of the costumes from top to
bottom for this group of performers. Some of her favorite memories were dancing at
Madison Square Garden, BYU, and the Utah Winter Olympics. Her stroke 10 years ago
altered her ability to dance but she continued to support this amazing group from her
wheelchair.
Donna was an avid BYU sports fan. From listening to Paul James on KSL through the
static to watching the games on the internet—she never missed cheering for HER
Cougars. She had to sing the fight song before every game. When the stroke took that
from her, she insisted that her daughters continue the tradition for her.
The family would like to thank Aspen Senior Care, especially her two angels, Cindy and

Mary Jane, for their loving care of her during the past 10 years. They provided for more
than just her physical wellbeing—playing hours of the game “SORRY” to reading
hundreds of books to her—they enriched her life and we were blessed to have them.
There will be a limited graveside service due to current concerns. The family is planning
on hosting a celebration of her life next summer where all who knew and loved her can
come together and share stories and tall tales about her life. To offer condolences and
memories to the family go to www.bergmortuary.com.

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Donna Johnson's Graveside Services

Berg Mortuary - October 11 at 10:25 AM

“

“

What a wonderful service and tribute to Donna. My sympathy to her family.
Patty - October 23 at 06:05 AM

Dear Kaelyn and Valerie and Johnson family,
We just wanted to send our deepest sympathy’s at the passing of your Mom. She
was a gifted person and blessed the lives of many. My parents were so fond of your
Mom and Dad and enjoyed the friendship they shared at many Boat Races and bbq’s
just to mention a few. As families we all enjoyed being together. May you be blessed
and comforted through this time of loss.
Sincerely,
Virginia Engle, Rod and MaryAnn Engle, and Kozette Engle

Kozette Engle - October 10 at 03:53 PM

“

My sympathies to Kaelyn and Valerie.
I cherish the pretty beaded wallet Donna made for me many years ago.
When I was a teenager Donna and KV were so kind to let me stay overnight at their
home in Provo on those evenings when I was in Provo too late to return to SLC
where I was then living.
It was fun to watch Donna dance with "Jean's Golden Girls" at the Winter Olympics
when they were hosted by SLC.
So many of us will always lovingly and fondly remember her,
-RuthAnn Beck Simon

RuthAnn Beck Simon - October 09 at 12:12 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Donna Marie Jones Johnson.

October 08 at 07:33 PM

“

Jane&GeorgeCunningham lit a candle in memory of Donna Marie Jones Johnson

Jane&GeorgeCunningham - October 08 at 01:36 PM

“

I was saddened by Donna's passing, although I hear that it was peaceful and well
earned! Donna was my neighbor and friend for many years. After a long struggle to
overcome the physical limitations brought on by the stroke she experienced, she has
now found rest.
Donna lived a very full life, and I first came to know her and K.V. while I was a child
back in the early 1980's. Donna was our next-door neighbor, and a dear friend of my
family growing up! She has had a special place in my heart throughout my life. I even
remember playing in her back yard, and K.C. let me climb into their boat a couple of
times!
Donna was great to have as a neighbor, both as a child, and then again while I was
single and attending college in Provo. I rented a basement apartment of a small
home just around the corner from where I grew up, and so my friendship with Donna
was renewed. I talked to Donna a lot, and our friendship continued on as I began
married life. My wife instantly loved Donna, and a special friendship grew. She came
to love Donna as much as I did. :-)
As our first two children were born, Donna became quite fond of them, and she saw
them every week. Donna was so excited to see them grow! She was rather like a
grandmother to them. I still have the two special hooded bath towels that Donna
embroidered my children's name on... baby gifts she created for first my daughter,
and then my son, when they were born.
After I graduated from college, we moved to Northern Utah, after having lived next to
Donna for a seven year span. My first two children missed her a lot, but we would
always pay visits to Donna anytime we were down in Provo. She welcomed us into
her home every time, and through it all, Donna hardly seemed to age at all! Had it not
been for the heavy stroke, her physical nature and active lifestyle could have easily
taken her to her 100th birthday!
Donna lived a vibrant life, giving back to her community and friends in so many ways.
For years she was a key member of "Jean's Golden Girls" dance team (a senior
women's dance troupe), and we had the opportunity to see them perform multiple
times. Donna was a talented seamstress, and she sewed many of the costumes that
were worn during their performances all over the state and beyond... even other
parts of the world!
Donna will be missed by so many people! She had a confidence and wisdom about
her that was quite remarkable. I am glad that I was able to share a part of her life.

Michael Monson - October 08 at 01:30 PM

“

Donna and I are cousins so I have lots of fun memories of her. One that really stands
out was when her and KV asked my fiance and I to help out with the Memorial Day
Boat Races in 1962. We got really sunburned but had a blast. They were always so
much fun to be with!!

Marilyn Thurston - October 08 at 01:14 PM

“

one of the nicest and greatest women ever truly enjoyed helping her and Valery in
any way that I could. she will be greatly missed but is now in a much better place.
thanks Dona & Valery

Russell Clegg - October 08 at 08:09 AM

“

Stephanie Smith purchased the Fairest of All for the family of Donna Marie Jones
Johnson.

Stephanie Smith - October 07 at 08:37 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Berg Mortuary - October 07 at 03:24 PM

