Donna Marie Sherman
April 2, 1955 - November 30, 2021

Donna Marie Sherman, 66, passed away November 30, 2021 in Provo, Utah, due to
complications related to COVID.
She was born April 2, 1955 in Shiprock, New Mexico. She was raised by her maternal
grandparents, Atcitty Juan & Frances Dixon in Toadlena, New Mexico. She is the oldest of
14 children. When she was 12 years old, she was placed in the Indian Placement
Program, where she lived with Orin Dale and Laurie Anderson & family. She is a member
of the LDS church and served many callings, this was an important part of her life.
She is survived by her children, Stephanie Benallie (Josh Phillips), Tashina Sherman,
Denny Sherman, Diana Kaverin (Alex Kaverin); and her 4 grandchildren, Madison, Hailey,
Bill and Cruz. She loved her children and grandchildren unconditionally.
She was preceded in death by her son, Victor Benallie; her grandparents, Atcitty Juan and
Frances Dixon; and numerous loved ones.
She loved watching her children and grandchildren play sports and also watched
basketball and football on TV with Denny. She was an avid reader, loved the outdoors,
and enjoyed country music and attending concerts. She especially loved working at the
Children’s Justice Center, where she made lifelong friendships. Donna devoted her entire
life to her children and grandchildren and will continue to influence their lives.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00am, Monday December 6, 2021 at the Pioneer Park
Ward Chapel, 610 West 300 South, Provo, Utah. An evening viewing will be held at Berg
Mortuary, 185 East Center Street, Provo, Utah on Sunday, December 5, 2021 from 68:00pm and prior to services on Monday 9:30-10:30am at Pioneer Park Ward Chapel,
Provo, Utah. Interment, Provo City Cemetery.
Condolences may be expressed to the family at www.bergmortuary.com. In lieu of flowers,
donations are appreciated and may be made at Venmo (https://venmo.com/code?user_id=

3350716336832512273&created=1638418606.100708&printed=1) and Zelle
(8018307844).
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Comments

“

MY SISTER DONNA
Donna came to live with our family in the late 1960s when I was an obnoxious
eleven-year-old. And when I say obnoxious, I mean obnoxious. Imagine Dennis the
Menace only without the blond hair. Back then I saw this newcomer as a target of
opportunity. Someone new to tease. She had not been with us for very long when I
remember she and I were standing in the driveway at the side of our house. I said
something to her. I honestly can’t remember what it was but I am certain it was
disrespectful.
I then made the mistake of looking away from her for a split second and she caught
me with a right hook to the side of my head that hit me so hard it almost knocked me
unconscious.
When my head cleared, I saw her standing there smiling at me and with an
expression on her face that asked, “Are you ready for more?” I was not ready for
more and I can tell you with absolutely certainty that I never disrespected her again.
She would not be a victim, mine or anyone else’s.
As time went on I only came to respect her more and more. I admired her and she
tolerated me. When I look back on those days now, I can’t help but be astonished at
how well she was able to navigate the experience. Just imagine what it must have
been like for her to be pulled away from her culture and everything she knew and
dumped into a house full of white people.
She may have found herself surrounded by white people, but she never lost sight of
who she was or where she came from. I remember in her room she had a shelf that
contained little knickknacks to remind her of home. One item on her shelf I found
particularly interesting was a little leather pouch with a leather cinch at the top. I have
since learned this pouch was a Navaho medicine bag, a spiritual token of special
significance. Although I am not certain, I suspect Donna’s medicine bag was a gift
from her beloved grandmother, something to keep her safe in the land of the white
people.
It wasn’t the bag itself that interested me so much, but rather the string of turquoise
stones that were attached to the bottom of it. This was a few years later, the early
seventies, and turquoise necklaces were all the style, even for boys.
I may have been less obnoxious as an early teen, but I was still quite shameless. I
thought those turquoise stones would make a great addition to a necklace so I asked
Donna if I could have them.
Given what I now know about the sacred nature of that medicine bag, Donna’s
response to my outrageous request probably should have been to give me another
whack to the side of the head.
Instead, she pulled a pair of scissors out of a vanity drawer and one by one, snipped
the turquoise stones from the bottom of her medicine bag, gathered them into a
group and gingerly dropped them into my open hand. Just like that, simply because I
had asked for them.
To this day, I cannot understand why she did it, but I choose to believe that she
figured if she wrapped a little Navaho medicine around me, it might help me to finally
grow into a worthwhile human being.
My hope in telling this story is to somehow communicate to Donna’s children and
grandchildren that if she could show so much kindness, patience, charity, and
generosity to her obnoxious little white brother, just imagine how much love she has
for each of you.

Gary Anderson
Gary Anderson - December 06, 2021 at 12:43 PM

“
“

I love that so much, thank you uncle Gary!
Tashina Sherman - December 08, 2021 at 12:40 PM

Such a touching story Gary. Such sad circumstances from that time. A beautiful soul. Rest
now Donna.
susan brinkworth - December 10, 2021 at 08:40 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Donna Marie Sherman.

December 04, 2021 at 10:16 AM

“

Heavenly Grace Spray was purchased for the family of Donna Marie Sherman.

December 04, 2021 at 12:26 AM

