Douglas Jenkins
December 25, 1923 - May 23, 2014

Douglas Jenkins, son of William Clayton and Nettie Douglas Jenkins, passed away in his
home on May 23, 2014 at the age of 90 surrounded by his family. He was born on
Christmas Day 1923 in Provo, Utah, the youngest of five children. He and his wife Beverly
are the parents of nine children: Lorraine Pribyl (Steve), Gail Richards (Steve), David
Jenkins (Marilyn), Lisa Dunkley (Kevin), Amy Robinson (Trace), Bonnie Wixom (Alan), Jim
Jenkins (Eliece), Nancy Kreyling (Dan), Julie Elcock (Brian) and foster son, Emerson
Curtis. They are the grandparents of 44 grandchildren and 41 great-grandchildren. His
brothers William, Melvin, and Burke preceded him in death. He is survived by his sister,
Beth Potter.
Douglas attended BYU Junior and Senior High Schools where he served in student
government, played basketball, and excelled in tennis. He graduated in 1943 and was
drafted into the U.S. Army a few weeks after graduation during WWII. He fought in
Belgium and was wounded in the Battle of the Bulge for which he received the honor of
the Purple Heart. After recuperating for nearly a year, he returned home to Provo and
attended BYU. He studied business and music and played on the BYU golf team. He
earned his BA and MA degrees in music and a doctoral degree in education at BYU. He
met Beverly Dawn Gibbons from Holbrook, Arizona, during college; they were married on
June 6, 1950 in the Logan Temple. He began his teaching career in St. Johns, Arizona,
teaching band, orchestra and choir classes at the high school (1954-1959). He made a
career change and began teaching for the LDS Church Education System. Douglas taught
seminary in St. George, Utah (1959-1964); served as the Institute Director at the
University of Pacific in Stockton, California (1966-1972); directed the Institute Choir and
taught at the Institute at Utah State University in Logan, Utah (1972-1979); and worked in
administration at the Utah Valley Area Office (1979-1987). After his retirement, Douglas
and Beverly served a humanitarian mission teaching English in the schools in Bangkok,
Thailand. They loved their mission and the Thai people dearly. Douglas has served in the
LDS Church as a primary teacher, choir director, on several high councils, bishop of the
BYU 140th ward, as a temple worker with his wife, and most recently as patriarch of the
Orem Sunset Heights Stake. He will be remembered for his love of the Gospel, his

example in living it, his loyalty and respect for his wife and family, his love of freedom and
country, his sense of humor, his love of music, his tenderness with animals, his love of
nature, and his courage to endure to the end as he fought leukemia. Thanks and sincere
appreciation to Dr. Richard K. Olsen and Ephraim Temple for your tender care.
Funeral services will be held at 11:30 a.m., Saturday, May 31, 2014 at the Sunset Heights
4th Ward Chapel, 500 South 600 West, Orem, Utah. Friends may call at the church
Saturday from 9:00-11:00 a.m. prior to services. Interment, Orem City Cemetery.
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Comments

“

My Sweet Bonnie,
I am so heart broken for you. There is nothing more painful than the loss of a loved
one, especially our daddies. You are the wonderful mother you are because of the
love of your parents. Stay close to the Lord and may His peace that surpasses all
understanding comfort you. This is a temporary separation for those who believe in
Christ.
I love you so and miss you madly! Love you Sis,
Missy

Melissa Jo Wixom-Fisk - June 29, 2014 at 12:14 PM

“

Doug was best friend and anchor to my father Clayton throughout his life. I
remember when Doug could not afford to buy a plane ticket to come to my younger
brother (and Doug's namesake) funeral - he road a bus through the night to be there
in time to support my family. My father treasured their friendship and many of our
'family' stories include Doug. Amazingly my dad and Doug were very close in spite of
my father's hijinks - smile. We love you and your family!~Mike and Janni (Bushnell)
Salisbury and family

Jan Salisbury - June 07, 2014 at 07:43 PM

“

We would like to express our love and sympathy to the Douglas Jenkins family in the
lost of their father. We enjoyed so much our association together when we lived in
Stockton, California. Mary served with Beverly in the Ward Relief Society Presidency
and I taught early morning seminary and enjoyed working with Brother Doug. I
remember teaching their children and having "fun" with them in mutual and Church
athletics. What a great man! What a great family! May the Lord's choices blessings
be with the family. Love, Harvey & Mary James, St. George, Utah

Harvey & Mary James - May 29, 2014 at 12:25 PM

“

Steven and Charlene Elcock purchased the America the Beautiful for the family of
Douglas Jenkins.

Steven and Charlene Elcock - May 29, 2014 at 12:23 PM

