Douglas Hugh Parker
August 19, 1926 - September 22, 2019

After an extraordinary life of more than 93 years, Douglas Hugh Parker passed away on
Sunday, September, 22, 2019, anticipating the next great adventure of existence in
partnership with his most valued friend and companion, his wife, Corene.
After obtaining his bachelor’s degree from the University of Utah, Doug was accepted to
medical school, but delayed his further education to enter the Navy during World War II.
He served as a surgical nurse until his honorable discharge. Following his military service,
Doug changed course and entered law school at the University of Utah where he
graduated first in his class.
Doug spent his life teaching, both formally and by example. Upon his law school
graduation he was invited to teach at the University of Chicago Law School as a Bigelow
Teaching Fellow. Accepting that invitation he became the first University of Utah Law
School graduate to teach law at another law school. Following two years at the University
of Chicago, Doug accepted a teaching appointment closer to home at the University of
Colorado Law School where he taught for over 23 years. Doug then accepted a position at
the new Brigham Young University J. Reuben Clark Law School where he taught for an
additional 25 years. During his teaching years he also taught as a visiting professor at the
University of Missouri Law School, University of Alabama Law School, University of New
Mexico Law School, University of Arizona Law School, the University of Utah Law School,
the Stetson Law School, at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, at the Concordia National
University Law School in Estonia, at Brigham Young University Hawaii. He also taught
English to post graduate physicians and graduate degree nurses for a year in Jinan, China
with Corene. Doug taught Federal Indian Law, Jewish Law, Roman Law and Legal
Philosophy among other classes. While teaching at Brigham Young University Doug
received the Karl G. Maeser Distinguished Teacher Award. While teaching in China he
and Corene jointly received the Distinguished Provincial Teaching Award.
Doug loved the outdoors. He and Corene owned two remote mountain cabins accessible
in the winter only by cross country skis. Doug was a river runner. He rafted the Colorado

River, Yampa River, Middle Fork of the Snake, and other rivers. He ran and completed 15
marathons, completing his last one when he was 69. Into his late 60’s he could climb to
the top of the BYU field house on the climbing rope using only his hands and if pushed
could do it twice.
Doug was a believing, adherent member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. He served a mission for the Church in the Eastern States Mission, and later
among numerous other Church callings served as an inspired Bishop. He believed that
one could honorably have questions and entertain religious uncertainty and yet still be a
person of deep faith. Concurrent with the questions he entertained were extraordinary and
remarkable, confirming experiences.
Doug was perceptive, thoughtful, wise, and open minded. He lived in a cerebral world,
where he valued careful thought and scholarship. He had a kind, prescient, intuitive,
sense about him and he cared deeply about others. He loved and valued his friends and
considered them among his greatest blessings. He and Corene had Church friends,
Jewish friends, agnostic friends, Muslim friends, and even friends who were Republicans.
All were welcome in Doug and Corene’s home.
For all of his varied interests, and for all that he accomplished, Doug considered his most
rewarding, comforting, satisfying, sustaining, and important accomplishment to be his 66
year marriage to Corene. Doug and Corene were an inseparable partnership. That Doug’s
first loyalty and commitment was to Corene was clearly evident in the selfless, continuous,
conscientious care he provided at Corene’s side during her decline with Alzheimer’s.
Seven children blessed their marriage, and by the time of Doug’s death, he and Corene
were the progenitors of 100 grateful descendants.
When our lives end, will we leave the world a better place? Douglas Parker did.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Saturday, September 28, 2019 at the
Riverwood Ward Chapel, 303 West 3700 North, Provo, Utah. Friends may visit with the
family at the Berg Mortuary of Orem, 500 North State Street, Friday, September 27 from 68:00 p.m. and at the church Saturday from 9:30-10:45 a.m. prior to services. Interment,
Salt Lake City Cemetery.
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Comments

“

Douglas was a member of our weekly lunch meeting at BYU for several years. I
always appreciated his gentle soul, his dry wit, and his vast knowledge of the law in
many countries. He enlightened us, for example, about the grim methods of
execution among the Jews. He was interested in any subject and could converse
easily about anything. There are not many of the group left. It remains a sweet
memory, in large part because of Douglas.
B. Kent Harrison (I was a professor of physics and astronomy at BYU.)

Kent Harrison - September 28, 2019 at 07:33 PM

“

Doug was a remarkable man, as a teacher, lawyer,church member, family man, and
many other things. He was also both brilliant and wise, and one of the most
interesting journal keepers I have known. Many people do not know this, but he even
played golf once in a while. I had the pleasure of playing with him a few times when
he lived in St. George. He was a good friend, and he will be sorely missed. Deepest
condolences to his family who, though sad, must take great comfort in the fact that
he is again happily united with his sweet Corene.
James B. Allen, Provo, UT

JAMES B ALLEN - September 27, 2019 at 08:32 PM

“

Doug Parker was one of our most treasured and respected friends, along with his
dear wife Corene, with whom he has now happily reunited. We have spent many
hours in erudite and challenging discussions about life, religion, and also the law.
Some of his personal essays are highly valued. We will miss him.
Don & Sandra Allen

Don Allen - September 27, 2019 at 12:39 PM

“

We wanted to let you know how much we loved your Dad (and Mom) We lived in his
ward and on Old Willow Lane with him. He would always mosey on down to our
house to share a funny story about life or his kids or want to talk about a recent book
he had just read. We still have quite a few of those books that he was always giving
to Chuck. He loved life and the gospel and emulated that in everything he did. It was
a huge loss to our ward when they moved and have been missed for a while. We are
better people because of Doug and Corene Parker!!! Thank you for sharing them
with us for so many years.
Chuck and Robyn Brimhall.

Robyn Brimhall - September 26, 2019 at 07:19 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Douglas Hugh Parker.

September 26, 2019 at 11:49 AM

“

Doug was my mentor and dear friend. I was his student at BYU Law School and we
remained close throughout our lives. I have, to a large extent, patterned my life after
his. I loved his classes as a law student, especially his jurisprudence class where he
would engage in dialogues with himself that were always instructive, but mostly
hilarious! After practicing law in Southern California, I had the good fortune to move
into Corene's and his ward when our family moved to Provo. We became good
friends with his daughter Janice and remained close to all of them even after we
moved to Oregon and Florida. Doug and I were both professors at Stetson University
College of Law. I am certain one of the reasons I was hired was due to the
tremendous impression he made on the faculty when he was there as a visitor. I
made it a point to visit him several times a year when we would return to Provo for
the summer and holidays. I will always cherish our last visit where my wife Amy, our
mutual friend John Fee, and I brought our musical instruments to his house and
played and sang songs with him. I remember that during my last few visits, he spoke
to me about the importance of friendship. More than anything, he thought that
friendship was what life was about. Of all my memories of Doug, I think my favorite
was the time I stayed with Corene and Doug the night before I ran the St. George
Marathon in 2007. I wanted to get a good night's sleep before the race, but Doug and
I ended up talking through the night until the early morning hours discussing life,
philosophy, and religion. Amazingly, I ran the race 20 minutes faster than I had
planned on running; Doug always made me be better and do better in my life. I will
miss him, but I will have with me his memory, wisdom, and more than anything else,
his friendship.
Lance N. Long

Lance N. Long - September 26, 2019 at 06:34 AM

“

I graduated from BYU Law in 1991. I was disappointed that Roman Law was not
being taught my 3rd year and asked Professor Parker about it. He said, it had been a
couple of years since he’d taught it and thought it was time to do it again. The next
thing I knew the class was being offered and about 6 students were in the class. I still
enjoy that memory and when I purged my home of all my outdated text books I kept
my Roman Law text. Roman Law is still on the shelf. I hope his family feels
comforted by the Savior’s love at this time and the faith that he and his beloved wife
are together.

Jeffrey Laurence - September 25, 2019 at 04:54 PM

“

Doug Parker will long be remembered for his intelligence and wit and collegiality. He
opened eyes and doors. He was a greatly valued colleague and friend. May his
family be comforted in their time of sorrow.

Lynn WARDLE - September 25, 2019 at 12:24 PM

“

Doug was a great colleague and a dear friend. He was thoughtful, insightful, kind,
and patient, and he had a warm sense of humor. He made wonderful contributions at
BYU Law School. He sincerely loved people and blessed their lives.

Jim Gordon - September 24, 2019 at 08:10 PM

“

It was an honor and a pleasure to teach with Doug. He and I made a wonderful
agreement about how to divide teaching jurisprudence/legal philosophy at BYU
(when I arrived a year or so after he did). The idea was that he would teach the
classical history of jurisprudence course, and I would teach contemporary legal
theory. The unstated trick in this division was that we would count anything from
Plato on as contemporary, and would not worry about the (slight) potential overlaps.
(This shows his generosity to a then much junior professor.)
Of the senior faculty who joined the J. Reuben Clark Law School faculty in the early
days, Doug was widely thought of as the heart of the faculty. He had interesting and
always thoughtful things to say on any topic--always sharing his broad sense of
tolerance and interest in the views of others.
At the International Center for Law and Religion Studies, we were the beneficiaries of
Doug's philosophy and Judaica libraries, which are still housed at a special place in
the Law Library. He donated the books on the condition that he could revisit and
reclaim any of them from time to time, and he often made such visits.
He was a treasured colleague, and will be greatly missed.

Cole Durham
W. Cole Durham - September 24, 2019 at 07:04 PM

“

What a lovely obituary for such a fine man!
Doug was my most beloved law professor and has remained a close friend to the
present. As a teacher he engaged, challenged, inspired, entertained and affirmed the
worth of a soul. I will miss sitting in his alcove home office in recent years reading
from the personal essays and jurisprudential and religious meanderings he chose to
share. I will miss his thoughtful queries about my family's welfare and his validations
of my life's decisions. I will miss his wry sense of humor. (He could be deep and
quixotic at the same time. I will never forget a day in class when he appeared to
conjure up the ghost of Immanuel Kant from the trashcan and, when he and his
invisible friend couldn't agree on a philosophical point, he changed the subject of
their discussion to the next day's BYU football game.) So many times in my own
teaching career I have tried to channel Doug Parker to hit the right note of mind,
heart and spirit in my dealings with students.
I know the greatest void in the coming months and years will be in the lives of Doug's
family, but please know that his passing leaves a hole in my life as well. But I can
only imagine the reunion with Corene! Thank you, Doug, for the many rich hours you
gave me, both in person and in memory, and may God bless the Parker family.
David Kirkham

David Kirkham - September 24, 2019 at 06:10 PM

“

We wouldn't know where to start in telling about our wonderful experiences with
Doug, Corrine, and family. It began in Boulder, Colorado and continued in a 6 month
stay in Salzburg, Austria--which continued over to a car trip in England and Scotland,
and then all the good years together in Provo. There is no was to express how much
your family has meant to our family. We know there is life eternal ahead and look
forward to spending some of it with Doug and Corrine.
Garold and Norma Davis, Donnette, Bill, Jeff, Lori and Erik

Garold Neil Davis - September 24, 2019 at 05:07 PM

“

With love to the Parker Family. Another stalwart Oak Hills 1st Ward member gone.
Love, Susan Schofield Firmage

Susan Firmage - September 24, 2019 at 02:05 PM

