Duane Evan Hiatt
June 16, 1937 - May 24, 2020

Duane Hiatt lived his life for riches. Not the riches of this earth, but those of eternity. His
full life consisted of honing his talents, serving others and blessing his large posterity.
Duane was born in Payson, Utah to Ferron and Gladys Hiatt, where he played basketball
and football for the Lions and served as student body president. He went on to serve a
mission in the Tongan Islands and returned to Brigham Young University on scholarship to
play basketball. While at BYU, he formed the popular singing group with Dick Davis and
Denis Sorenson named The Three D’s. For sixteen years they entertained audiences with
their unique style of music and humor throughout the United States and Canada, as well
as a USO tour to Asia.
During this time he met and married Diane Robertson of Spanish Fork. They went on to
have fifteen children, ten boys and five girls.
After the days of The Three D’s, Duane was a radio announcer, then Director of
Communications for the Division of Continuing Education at Brigham Young University. He
was a writer of “The Spoken Word” for broadcasts of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, author
of the book Overcoming Personal Loss and composer of the Primary song “Follow the
Prophet.” He is listed in Who’s Who in American Writers and Poets, Who’s Who in
Entertainment, Who’s Who in the West, and Personalities of the West and Midwest.
He was president of America’s Freedom Festival at Provo, Utah, and under his direction
the city received the George Washington Medal of Honor from the Freedoms Foundation
at Valley Forge.
Duane’s wife, Diane, passed away after a battle with cancer in 1987. He counted himself
twice blessed when he met and married Sharon Johnson of Burley, Idaho, who not only
consented to marry him and accompany him as he continued to perform and sing, but also
to be mother and grandmother to 15 children, 73 grandchildren, and 7 greatgrandchildren.

In The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, he served twice as a bishop and twice
as a high councilor. Duane and Sharon went on to serve a mission to the Caribbean
Islands.
Duane Hiatt passed away on Sunday afternoon, May 24, 2020. Next June 16th, he would
have been 83 years old. He is survived by his brothers, Gordon (Sharilyn) and Roger
(Merrilee) and his sisters, Diane (Elton) and Jeanie (Richard). He was preceded in death
by his brother, Richard (Yolanda) and grandson, Dylan.
Private family funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Saturday, May 30, 2020 in the
Edgemont 10th Ward Chapel, 345 East 4525 North, Provo, Utah. Friends may call at the
church on Friday, May 29, from 6-8:00 p.m. Interment, Eastlawn Memorial Hills.
To view the live webcast of the service, visit https://webcast.churchofjesuschrist.org/view/3
5436
Condolences may be expressed at www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

Thank you to all my cousins who shared their love for their Dad at his funeral. I am
most grateful that I was able to participate in the funeral via webcast! Your memories
that were shared helped me to understand what an amazing, compassionate, and
loving father he was. I knew him as my uncle, only through fleeting conversations,
but you all helped me to know him in a more personal way. I can only hope to get to
know him better and learn from him on the Other Side.
My siblings had adjoining bedrooms (think T-shaped), and very often my brother
Wendell would play a cassette tape of Uncle Duane's music. What soothing lullabies
to go to sleep to! As an adult, I have often gone back and listened to that same
music.
Much love,
Ruth Ann Robertson Williams

Ruth Ann Williams - June 02, 2020 at 06:23 PM

“

Dear Aunt Sharon and Amazing Hiatt Cousins,
I am thinking about and praying for you with the loss of your husband and father.
Since I am one of the “older” Robertson cousins I have memories of Uncle Duane
when he and Aunt Diane were young parents. (I also actually remember when they
were dating!) I used to “help” Aunt Diane on occasion. I believe I helped after the
birth of the fifth son, John. I love your family!
Uncle Duane, as part of the The Three D’s, was my claim to fame which I used when
I wanted to impress someone in my early teens. It always worked because everyone
knew who he was in those years. Their music had a great effect on me. I have their
songs on a playlist which I put together when my grandchildren wanted to hear some
songs over and over again. Among their favorites are The Crayon Box, Jabberwocky,
and Gunga Din. I also played these songs when I substituted and taught school in
recent years. Children love them (and so do I)!
Love to you all,
Cousin Lorraine

lorraine morin - May 31, 2020 at 12:08 AM

“

One of my fondest personal memories of Uncle Duane was my 19th birthday. I had
just started my freshman year at BYU a few weeks earlier and was living 1,000 miles
away from my parents for the first time in my life. Uncle Duane and Aunt Sharon
invited me to their home for dinner and birthday celebrations that night and made me
feel like one of their own (no small task with 15 kids). Growing up I remember
sleeping over with cousins in their triple-stacked, double-booked bunk beds, hearing
Aunt Diane call the kids for dinner with a two-fingered whistle that sounded for miles,
and laughing so hard my head hurt. Uncle Duane passed his amazing sense of
humor on to every one of his children and no one ever left that house with a frown on
their face.

Julean Stewart - May 30, 2020 at 02:46 PM

“

I remember watching concerts with Duane and Uncle Richard. Duane could
improvise on stage so well and it was always hilarious. You could watch the same
concert 3 times and each time it would be different because of all the improv back
and forth between those two. I wish I could see the reunion in heaven and hear them
sing together again!

Sarah Shuler - May 30, 2020 at 02:07 PM

“

I remember Duane and Uncle Richard when they was a little girl practicing there
music and routines in Grandpa and Grandma Davis’ patio. They would try out their
performances on family members. I always felt so lucky when our family was asked
to come hear their masterful creations. We would go to any concerts they preformed
in Utah Valley and I was thrilled, inspired, and laughed so hard that it hurt.
Duane was always so kind and gracious, just a faithful, humble man That blessed
that world with his numerous talents.
May you feel the comforter near and feel Duane watching over you until you meet
again.
Wendy Shuler Pope

Wendy Pope - May 30, 2020 at 01:35 PM

“

I should have proofread. I meant to say when I was a little girl and they were in high school
Wendy Pope - May 30, 2020 at 01:37 PM

“

Dean and I lived in the same Edgemont Provo neighborhood as Duane and Diane
Did after we First married from 1972 to 1977. Their seventh child and first daughter
was born the same year as our daughter Sarah was born. We loved the Hiatt family.
Hearing that Duane has passed on has brought forth many sweet memories of those
years. I can still hear Diane laugh. There is a joyful reunion somewhere of these dear
souls. And many thanks to dear Sharron as a soulmate and partner in their family
story.
Love, Meg Hayes Guinn Allen, Sandy, Utah
haymeggi@hotmail.com

Meg Allen - May 30, 2020 at 12:27 PM

“

We have been close friends with Duane and Diane, and now Sharon, ever since they
moved into the ward. I was a home teacher to Duane and always came away with an
uplifted spirit. He was a remarkable man. We have several of his vinyl records and
play them every so often. I will miss him a lot.

Kent Harrison - May 29, 2020 at 11:52 PM

“

From Sheronne Valentine and Family purchased the Sweet Tranquility Basket for the
family of Duane Evan Hiatt.

From Sheronne Valentine and Family - May 29, 2020 at 09:38 PM

“

From listening to the albums of the 3-Ds, to seeing their 1st live performance in
Albuquerque, to sharing times in Continuing Education, to Duane's narration he did
for a film used in a BYU parenting class, to our frequent mutual service in the Provo
Temple, to his smile to everyone and his uplifting of all he met, I say thanks Duane.
May your influence for incredible good continue on the other side of the veil. You
have made a worthwhile difference in how I seek to emulate in treating others what
came to you so naturally. God bless you and your family who must (and will) navigate
without your direct influence--but I bet through promptings you send across the veil. -Terry Olson

Terry Olson - May 29, 2020 at 09:33 PM

“

Our hearts go out to the family of one of the most amazing man I have met in Provo.
I have always enjoyed time visiting with Duane when in Provo. He will definitely be
missed, but never forgotten.

James and Dedee Fancher w/ Bill Shriver - May 29, 2020 at 06:09 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Duane Evan Hiatt.

May 29, 2020 at 06:02 PM

“

I knew Duane as the younger brother of Gordon who was my close friend. I spent
quite a lot of time in the Ferron and Gladys home with Gordon and Duane. We fooled
around with Ukuleles and sang songs and had fun. Duane was friends with Richard
Davis even at that time and as they got guitars and became more accomplished,
Gordon and I were left to strum the Ukes and find other mischief. After marriage, I
was living in Arizona in Mesa.I called Duane and ask if the "D's" would be willing to
come for a concert at the Westwood High Auditorium. He worked it out and they
came and put on a wonderful program for a large audience there. As I read the
obituary, my wife said see if you can find one of the D's records and we did and
thoroughly enjoyed the trip down memory lane!
We send our condolences and love to the Family and honor the talent and service
given by this wonderful man and his family and many, many friends. May peace and
love permeate your home in the days ahead. Love. Kent and Connie Worthington

Kent Worthington - May 29, 2020 at 05:28 PM

“

We are sorry this coronavirus is preventing us from coming In person, even to the
viewing. Our thoughts and prayers and love are with all of this incredible family.
We have so many memories of Duane, ever since he became part of the Robertson
family. He and Don exchanged witticisms in delightful conversations. Our family grew
up with his 3-D's songs and we looked forward to each new record. When Sharon
took the place of Dick and Dennis he became even better. His weekly thoughts and
musing were and are precious.
This wonderful man and his family have had an impact on our lives that will live on
forever.
With our love, Don and Carolyn Robertson

Don and Carolyn Robertson - May 29, 2020 at 04:26 PM

“

With our best wishes for peace and a sweet reunions for the Hiatt and McKay
children during this tender time.. We have many memories over the years of your
family .. our condolences to Sharon. Sincerely Richard and Karen Heckmann

Richard Heckmann - May 29, 2020 at 03:50 PM

“

Sharon, We are saddened to hear of your loss. We were immediately drawn to our
memories of running into you both many times at the Provo temple and reconnecting
to earlier times at BYU and choir. We were always so happy to know that you were
able to give each other years of happiness together as you shared your time
together. Hopefully those memories will carry you through the lonely days ahead.
May you feel the loving arms of the Savior engulf you many times during this period
of mourning. We honor you Sharon for your lifetime of love and devotion to all those
you have touched. We always felt loved in your presence even in a casual reconnect
with both you and Duane inside or outside the Provo Temple. Much love to you. Russ
and Lolly Osguthorpe

Lolly Osguthorpe - May 29, 2020 at 08:43 AM

“

Diane and family, our thoughts and prayers are with you all. Duane played a very
important part of Church music and enriching our lives and spirits.
Love, Jennie Rogers Henault and family

Jennie Henault - May 28, 2020 at 08:59 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Duane Evan Hiatt.

May 28, 2020 at 08:04 PM

“

As a niece of Duane Hiatt, we received some wonderful recordings of the "D's". I
remember many summer days where we stacked the record player with music, sung
by Duane and the D's. We were swimming, jumping rope or throwing jacks. We
learned and hummed all the songs. This was the beginning of love for Church History
and Poetry.
He was a wonderful person and so caring to everyone individual in the family,
including me. I hope that the amazing Hiatt family find comfort at this time of grief.
Sincerely
Vicki Valentine

Vicki Valentine - May 28, 2020 at 05:59 PM

“

To the Hiatt Family.
My name is Margene Wride Snow and I am a cousin. With all the carziness of the
Covid19 pandemic, I prefer not to come to the viewing but wanted you all to know
how sorry my family is for your loss. Duane was a big part of our life as kids. He
would come to Benjamin to see his grandmother and we would go to Payson to see
our grandmother and our parents would often visit with Duane's parents while we
kids would play. I loved to go to his concerts when the 3D's were a big thing. They
were so great. Duane loved life and was such a positive happy man. I'm sure you will
all miss his sweet spirit. Duane is just a year older than I am and as a young girl I
thought he was so handsome and such a popular guy and I was proud to be his
cousin. We will miss his happy smile.
Hope all goes well with the viewing and funeral. We will be there with you all in spirit.
Love
Wayne and Margene Snow

Margene Snow - May 28, 2020 at 04:36 PM

“

Years ago, soon after I had moved from San Francisco to Provo, I was in a Stake
Priesthood Meeting. Duane spoke, and when I heard his voice, I thought "I know that
voice!" (He spoke about his song "Follow the Prophet," in particular describing
additional verses that he'd written.) How did I know his voice? Well, during my
mission, a new missionary arrived and brought with him two cassette tapes of
"Heritage: Songs and Scenes from the Mormon Epoch." I was hooked on that
delightful, inspirational music, and when I returned home, I bought my own copy at
the BYU Bookstore. After the tapes wore out, I contacted Duane about purchasing
compact discs. Duane's music, and his stories and wisdom online, have
strengthened my testimony and brought me peace and comfort. And though I only
met him one time (at the Priesthood meeting, I sought him out afterwards, shook his
hand, and told me more or less what I wrote here), I immediately knew he was
humble, thoughtful, and obviously a wonderful man. My sincere condolences on your
loss. I know he made a difference in my life and many others.

Jeff Baker - May 28, 2020 at 03:57 PM

“

Beautiful Whisper was purchased for the family of Duane Evan Hiatt.

May 28, 2020 at 03:12 PM

“

From, Frank and Cindy Carman purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the family of
Duane Evan Hiatt.

From, Frank and Cindy Carman - May 28, 2020 at 02:13 PM

“

The heavens gained an incredible angel, Uncle Duane was always so kind & took
the time to see what/how my family & I were doing. I always felt uplifted & smarter
after talking with him. So grateful for his wonderful example of hard work & testimony
of faith.

Brenda Kaaihue - May 28, 2020 at 12:36 PM

“

Duane Hiatt has always been an influence for good as long as our family has known
him. I remember him performing at ward parties, his good humor, his bishop's
messages on the back of our Sunday programs, his taking the family to help on the
welfare farm, running down the street while listening to scriptures or some other
uplifting message or music, his powerful testimony, his humility, his writing for Music
and the Spoken Word, and many other gifts and talents that he freely shared. Our
grandchildren were in awe to know that he is the one who wrote "Follow the Prophet"
which is one of their favorite songs. There are many more memories, but this will
suffice for now. All of our family have expressed to me how much they love and
admire him. We will miss him greatly.

Jerolyn Stringham - May 28, 2020 at 04:39 AM

“

Who would ever have imagined that when the 3 Ds performed in the Burley High
School auditorium in the mid 1960s, that one of our beloved own would one day
become Mrs. Duane Hiatt?
I am so sorry for your loss, Sharon. My condolences and prayers for peace I send to
you and your family. You and Duane were so awesome together in your
performances and sharing of the gospel of Jesus Christ. I will forever remember
being in the fireside that you and Duane did in Las Vegas many years ago.
All who love you are praying for your well being, for peace and for strength through
this difficult time.
With love always,
Howard E. Garrard

Howard E. Garrard - May 27, 2020 at 05:04 PM

“

Fun memories of the 3-Ds

Harlan Harrison - May 27, 2020 at 12:00 PM

“
“

I'm so sorry, Katy and family.
Anne-Marie Harrison - May 27, 2020 at 01:26 PM

We are sadden to hear of Duane's passing. We know you will miss him very much...Aren't
we thankful for the Atonement of our Savior and The Plan of Salvation, that you will be with
him again.
Love you,
Jan Myers & Roxcy Jeppson
Jan & Roxcy - May 27, 2020 at 01:48 PM

“

Sharon, I am so sorry to hear of the passing of your dear husband. It is so hard to lose a
spouse. I remember seeing you two perform at Education Week years ago. You will be in
my thoughts and prayers through this difficult time! Love, Darla Turner Burtenshaw
Darla Turner Burtenshaw - May 27, 2020 at 05:27 PM

“

The 3Ds were the high light of any Education Week i ever went to. I met Duane because
his family lived near my dad's family. I have appreciated all he, Dennis and Dick did for my
testimony. I'm grateful to Duane for his example. Nadine Bryson Turner
Nadine Turner - May 28, 2020 at 12:02 PM

“

He was always larger than life. He truly exemplified one who knew the way to happiness in
this life, as well as the next life, was to truly, "Follow the Prophet." How fortunate we are to
be a part of an eternal family who can continue to learn from and love him, his beautiful
companions and his marvelous family. Examples like him don't come along every day. We
love all of you and are with you in prayer and spirit. Diane and Elton
Diane Jensen - May 28, 2020 at 03:38 PM

“

Sorry for your loss Sharon. I always looked forward to Ed. Week so I could attend your
classes. He will be missed but not forgotten. Thanks for all he did for so many people. Dale
C. Robison
Dale Robison - May 29, 2020 at 07:44 PM

