Duncan Neil Lillico
July 30, 1974 - November 21, 2018

On Tuesday, November 21, 2018 Duncan Neil Lillico passed away unexpectedly from a
pulmonary embolism. He leaves behind his wife, Kari Connor-Lillico; his three children,
Aurora (Rory) Helen, William Neil Duncan (Liam), and Autumn Belle Lillico; and his father,
Neil Bruce Lillico, married to Michelle Delorme.
Duncan was born in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada on July 30, 1974. He attended several
elementary and high schools in Ottawa as well as Algonquin College. He started working
at the Mayflower Restaurant in 1990 and remained there until 1997. While working at the
restaurant he met Kari Connor, the love of his life, and they were married June 21, 1998.
Between 1997 and 2002 Duncan also spent some time in the high tech field as a
programmer.
In 2002 he moved to Whitehorse, Yukon Territory, Canada and worked in the food service
industry until he purchased a video arcade business, which he ran for several years. He
found a new interest and worked as a project manager developing condominiums in
Whitehorse. His ability to quickly learn the requirements of a project manager, with no
formal training, resulted in a job offer in Provo, Utah. Duncan, Kari and Rory (2004),
moved to Provo, in 2006. Liam and Autumn were born in Provo in 2006 and 2008
respectively.
The 12 years he spent in Provo have been most interesting, and Duncan not only worked
for Summerset Corporation, but he started his own property development company.
Duncan was quite an entrepreneur and had many diverse business interests. Among them
were his fireworks sales at various times during the year and his “urban mining” venture (h
ttps://www.forbes.com/sites/trevorbutterworth/2012/07/17/welcome-to-the-age-of-urban-mi
ning/#5d9d214f33d5). Duncan also enjoyed purchasing and reselling surplus items from v
arious government and national park entities.
Duncan’s primary hobby was bargain hunting. This included attending garage sales every
Saturday that he could, visiting thrift shops, and checking Walmart and Target on an almos

t daily basis looking for clearance items.
He was also very involved in the community and spent many hours assisting others via su
ch programs as: Meals on Wheels, The Food and Care Coalition, and 100 Men Who Care.
He always enjoyed helping others be they family, friends, neighbors, local schools, or any
one who needed encouragement and support.
What he loved most of all was his family and he dedicated his time to creating memories a
nd a deep bond that his wife and children will carry with them forever.
Funeral Services will be held at 2 p.m., Wednesday, November 28, 2018 at the Berg Drawi
ng Room Chapel, 185 East Center Street, Provo, Utah. Friends may call from 12:30-2 p.
m. prior to services. Condolences may be expressed at http://www.bergmortuary.com.
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Funeral Service
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Berg Drawing Room Chapel
185 East Center Street, Provo, UT, US, 84606

Comments

“

Duncan “Gartersnakes” Lillico… the pint-sized powerhouse of posthumous
proportions!
I knew him as a high school colleague at Lisgar Collegiate Institute in Ottawa where I
was a social guy and he was one of the great athletes of the school.. popular, funny
everyone liked him... and yes he was an “A” student always on the honour roll every
yr. The “garter snakes“ nickname came from well I actually got this from Austin
Lawrence where Austin would chant “gar-ter-snakes!” to Duncan referring to his
forearm muscles! Haha and yes he did has good sized forearm muscles that
resembled gartersnakes ready to pounce in the grass!
Dangit man... we reconnected on Facebook especially since he was very spiritual
man as I always tried to be a good Christian and we had good encouraging
discussions about that.
The last talk was about Halloween and laughing about what he did and what I
dressed up as in then I heard of this sudden death... I guess that is one way he
would’ve liked to go out like an exciting hockey game to the sudden death.

Dex Tao - January 31, 2019 at 05:18 AM

“

Neil, this is Barbara Johnson Speed from Florida (Don and Dot's daughter). You've
crossed my mind a couple times recently so I looked you up and ran across this
traffic news. I am so sorry for your loss. I hope you all are coping ok. God bless you
and yours. Give my best to Debbie.

Barbara Speed - January 12, 2019 at 08:05 PM

“

Neil,
How devastated you must be at the loss of your beloved son. I didn't know him, but
from all the tributes, he sounded like one in a million. He was loved, respected, and
enjoyed by many. This will be a hard time for you and your family, in time, all the
wonderful memories you have of Duncan will replace the grief in your heart.
Take Care and know that many people grieve with you and for you. May Duncan's
soul rest in peace.
Joyce Colotelo, Ottawa

Joyce Colotelo - December 16, 2018 at 03:40 PM

“

I was honoured to have been able to meet Duncan. We attended one of the best JR
high schools in Ottawa at the time. He was a great friend and will be missed. I still
remember helping him on his paper route and how he had it down to the art. Always
thinking. You will be missed
Dave Pino

Dave - December 03, 2018 at 10:57 AM

“

Dear Neil and Family
Shocked and saddened by your terrible loss we can't imagine you grief, if there is
anything we can do please call and we will be there in a heartbeat
All our love John and Mary Jane

john topley mccullagh - December 01, 2018 at 11:32 AM

“

I was incredibly lucky to have been Duncan’s teacher and coach at Glashan School
in Ottawa when he was 12-13 years of age. He was an energetic, funny and
engaging young man with special athletic talent. He was a great teammate and loyal
friend. Reading through all the comments on this site, it is obvious that he became a
remarkable adult and lived a meaningful life. May his family and friends accept my
deepest condolences. I am sure he will be greatly missed. I was very lucky to have
had the opportunity to work with him in his youth.

Rick Desclouds - December 01, 2018 at 09:20 AM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Duncan Neil Lillico.

November 28, 2018 at 05:18 PM

“

I was friends with Duncan in elementary and middle school, and though we haven't
seen each other in person in many years, I still count him as one of my oldest
friends, with a connection that stood the test of time. We were classmates in nearly
every class for three years straight and we regularly hung out together in a group in
Old Ottawa South that played sports, talked about comic books and baseball and
girls - real "guy" stuff. Though we saw each other less through high school and
beyond, only occasionally running into each other in those years (sometimes at the
Mayflower restaurant), we reconnected on Facebook in our 30's.
As a "friend from afar" I was struck by how so many of his strong character traits held
true from childhood, and also of the many qualities that he worked so hard to
develop and cultivate as a man. As a child, Duncan always impressed me: His
irrepressible humour and infectious enthusiasm. His sincerity and loyalty. His high
intelligence, and specifically, his high emotional intelligence. It was clear he was a
deeply sensitive soul, but maybe because of that he was tough too. He was
stubborn, particularly when he knew he was fighting for something right or standing
up for his friends. He had a profound sense of justice, one the world didn't always
live up to. I know that he sometimes had times when he felt lost or troubled growing
up. His struggles were real. The school system, in particular, isn't always built for, or
kind to, original thinkers with a strong sense of individuality like Duncan.
And that's what makes the great life he built for and with his family such a triumph.
The same traits that might have caused him pain at times were the same traits that,
when channeled in the right direction, allowed him to be such a successful person
and forge his own path. It's obvious through his faith and loving family, and his hard
work and strength of character that he more than found his way in life. I'm so happy
that he lived a life of love with Kari and the kids and his extended community of
friends across Canada and in the States. Duncan was the most enterprising person I
knew. I marveled at his clever and entertaining business ideas (and his pranks), and
found myself showing off his great ideas to my friends. I was sure he was going to
end up starring on some great HGTV show. He was a real character, inspiring, and
fun. Truly unforgettable. Every time I see fireworks I will think of him.
My deepest condolences to Neil, to Kari, the kids and all his family and friends who
so dearly loved him. I know he will continue to be an inspiration for me and for all us
who were lucky enough to know him. - John Yemen, Ottawa ON

John Yemen - November 27, 2018 at 11:36 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Duncan Neil Lillico.

November 27, 2018 at 04:02 PM

“

Who was Duncan... to me:
Duncan was kind, caring and funny.
He was someone I trusted completely.
He was modest about his successes.
He was someone who spoke highly of his supportive wife and wonderful father.
Duncan was a great dad. He spoke of his three children with pure joy, excitement
and pride.
Duncan brought me happiness.
He was someone with a wicked sense of humour that was always willing to share a
self-deprecating story just to make me laugh.
He was someone who could put a smile on my face with a simple message or phone
call.
He was someone who would question my thoughts and make me think deeper on
matters until I had a better understanding of things.
Duncan was someone who’d recommend the best shows to watch and then describe
his favourite scenes.
He would share his thoughts and his next exciting business idea.
Duncan was someone who would always remind me of our childhood and reminisce
about old friends and memories.
He cared about the people in my life and always asked how they were doing.
Duncan was truly one of a kind.
He is someone that will always have a special place in my heart.
He is someone that I already miss tremendously.
Duncan was, and will always be, one of my very best friends.
Cleo

Cleo Johnson - November 27, 2018 at 01:59 PM

“

I met Duncan and Kari in Whitehorse - when they first hired me to work at Frasier's
and then again at Copper Ridge Development. They were two of the kindest people I
had ever met and I enjoyed being with both of them as it was obvious to me that they
truly have a "love of my life" bond. Duncan ALWAYS made me feel like I had value. I
have no words to express what this still means to me. I will never forget him and I will
always be grateful for the time I knew him.
Laura MacDonald - Qualicum Beach, BC.

Laura MacDonald - November 27, 2018 at 01:16 PM

“

I will never forget Duncan taking me on an impromptu driving lesson one evening
back in high school. I had hot rollers in my hair but he insisted I just leave them in
and come out for a lesson.
Such a great guy. Generous, funny and genuine.
Sincere sympathy to his family and the rest of those that love him.
Natasha Duggan
Ottawa, ON

Natasha Duggan - November 27, 2018 at 01:08 PM

“

Launa and Terry, Dale and Sally, Carrie and Chris purchased the Fairest of All for the
family of Duncan Neil Lillico.

Launa and Terry, Dale and Sally, Carrie and Chris - November 27, 2018 at 09:40 AM

“

Cheryl and I were deeply saddened by Duncan’s passing. We have fond memories
of Duncan as a young boy, at dinner, being encouraged by his Dad to finish his green
veggies and later as a committed teenager working with the Boys and Girls Club.
Duncan’s easy smile and enthusiasm reflected an enjoyment of life. He will always
be remembered as a devoted and loving son, husband and father. Taken too soon,
he will be greatly missed by all who loved him.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you as you journey forward, left only wth the
treasure of his memory.
John

John McConnell - November 26, 2018 at 09:23 PM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of Duncan Neil Lillico.

November 26, 2018 at 07:53 PM

“

From Joyce Drupsteen and Lloyd Anderson purchased the Simply Elegant
Spathiphyllum for the family of Duncan Neil Lillico.

From Joyce Drupsteen and Lloyd Anderson - November 26, 2018 at 01:54 PM

“

my favorite memory with Duncan is when we sold fireworks and had a huge firework
party at his house hope we can cuntinue this as a memory of Duncan i hope my dad
is there so he can say bye for me ols read my name to my dad my name is

Jacob Bryant
jacob bryant - November 26, 2018 at 12:18 PM

“

Rob and Mary Jane from Ottawa purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the
family of Duncan Neil Lillico.

Rob and Mary Jane from Ottawa - November 26, 2018 at 08:58 AM

“

I only had Duncan in my life for a short 7 years and it broke my heart when someone
told me to distance myself for his sake. Such a beautiful young boy and I'm sure he
grew to a beautiful man, husband and father. I still have your school pictures and the
lovely memories of your beautiful smile
Jacquie Alexander

Jacquie Williamson-Alexander - November 26, 2018 at 08:11 AM

“

The following is a very kind message sent to my sister Debbie, (Duncan's Aunt), by a
family friend. I think it captures Duncan's close relationship and love for his
Grandmother, Helen Lillico.
We are so shocked and saddened to learn of Duncan's sudden and tragic passing.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this devastating time, and we wish,
somehow, we could ease your pain. Please remember that we care and are praying
for you.
Duncan brought such joy to his Grandmother Helen. Her face would beam with joy
when she spoke of her special time spent with Duncan. She told us of a special day,
very dear to her heart, when Duncan was a young student working part time. He took
her to the Mayfair Restaurant on Elgin Street and treated her to coffee and a slice of
pie. You could tell how much that special day and Duncan's kindness to her, had
moved her. Helen went on all the rides at the ex, when they made their annual visit,
starting when Duncan was a very young boy. The Shriner's circus, another annual
event, was very special time that the two of them spent together.
Helen and Duncan are together now catching up. Helen will want to know all about
her three Great-grandchildren.
Neil your life will never be the same. For a parent to lose a child, at any age, is one of
life cruelest blows. Only those who have experienced the loss of a child themselves,
could ever begin to even try to understand the depth of your pain. You raised your
son as a single parent. You stood by your son through all the highs and lows of his
life. Encouraging, loving and guiding him through it all. You were a good father to
your son. You will always see Duncan in the faces of your Grandchildren and he will
never be far away from your heart.

Neil Lillico - November 25, 2018 at 08:50 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Duncan Neil Lillico.

November 25, 2018 at 06:35 PM

“

Kari,
No words can express our heartfelt sympathy for you in this trying time; however, rest
assured that you and your children will be looked after no matter what. Duncan was
an extraordinary man and will be greatly missed.
My experience may not offer much comfort for you; however, none the less Duncan’s
most amazing soul lives on and I truly believe you will feel it in those little
coincidences that are sure to happen.
With Much Love,
Uncle John

John Connor - November 25, 2018 at 08:20 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Neil Lillico - November 24, 2018 at 03:52 PM

“

What a beautiful family. My deepest sympathy. My thoughts are with you all during this very
sad time.
Barb Paul
Barb Paul - November 30, 2018 at 11:21 PM

“

My Heartfelt condolences to Kari, kids, family and friends.
Duncan is a dear friend and I cannot say enough of him for helping me get through
hard times that I have had myself.
Nothing can fill the void that he has left his family and friends, I am grateful for the
memories and the time we have shared and will cherish forever.
My thoughts and prayers are with him and may god bless his family with comfort and
strength through this difficult of times.

Murali Moorthy - November 24, 2018 at 01:49 PM

“

Heartfelt condolences to his family and friends Anna. Our prayers are with him and his
family at this difficult time, may his soul rest in peace
N - November 26, 2018 at 04:20 AM

“

I am devastated by the loss of Duncan. He has been a true friend to me. I always knew that
I could pick up the phone and Duncan would carve out time for me. The random puns and
jokes he would text always made me laugh. He was one of the hardest working men I have
known in my life. He was brilliant and driven. He taught me how to be a better dad. I am
genuinely grateful that Duncan has been a part of my life.
Morgan Fife - November 26, 2018 at 11:45 AM

“

We are heartbroken for your loss, another young man taken away too soon from us. We
have just gone through this and are here for you when ever you need anything. Our loved
ones are never truly gone as long as we remember them and speak their name. Love to
you all at this difficult time, Heather and David Mitchell
DAVID MITCHELL - December 01, 2018 at 10:16 AM

