Earl R. Prete
July 8, 1927 - May 4, 2019

Earl R. Prete, age 91, passed away peacefully at his home in Provo, Utah on May 4,
2019. Earl was born on July 8, 1927 in Pleasantdale, Saskatchewan, Canada to John
Henry Prete and Mae Englesby Prete. He was the fifth of twelve children.
Earl spent his early childhood on the family farm in Saskatchewan. He served a LDS
mission in Great Britain. Upon returning, he married Marilyn Davis of Genola, Utah in the
Salt Lake Temple on April 3, 1953. He then began working as a ranch hand until deciding
to further his education, and enrolled at Ricks College in Rexburg, Idaho for two years. He
then finished his education at BYU, receiving a Bachelor’s degree in Education. In 1968,
Earl began his teaching career at Farrer Jr. High School where he taught Utah History for
20 years, retiring in 1988. He enjoyed farming and had a passion and love for raising
horses and cattle.
Earl faithfully served in many church callings throughout his life, including serving a
mission in 1995 with Marilyn in the Utah Provo Mission.
He is survived by his three sons and one daughter: Craig (Terry), Farrell (Pam), Warren
(Janice) and Daunna (Scott) Smith; 13 grandchildren and 20 great-grandchildren. He was
preceded in death by his wife, Marilyn; his parents; six siblings and one grandson.
We extend our heartfelt love and appreciation to Encompass Hospice and other
caretakers for the exceptional care they provided in Earl’s final months.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Thursday, May 9, 2019 at the Parkway 8th
Ward Chapel, 2876 West 1390 North, Provo, Utah. A visitation will be held from 9:3010:45 a.m. prior to services. Interment, Provo City Cemetery. Condolences may be
expressed to the family at www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

I only met Earl a couple years ago when 7th Ward High Priests celebrated his 90th
birthday with him one Sunday. He told us of the family in England who had lost a
child that he taught. The story comforted my grieving heart. And the memory helps
me now as we prepare to bury my grandson. Thank you Earl. May the Holy Spirit
comfort your family.

Elmon Apgood - July 21, 2019 at 11:46 PM

“

Mr. Prete he was my favorite teacher at Farrer Jr. High. He always kidded me about
my "A-rab" horse - he liked quarter horses, if I remember right. He was beloved by
the students, and made us laugh every day! I was privileged to have his sweet wife
as one of my nursing instructors as well. They were both just great people.
Tamara Despain Lawrence

Tamara Lawrence - May 09, 2019 at 12:00 PM

“

Loved Mr. Prete. Favorite teacher hands down at Farrer Jr. High 1979. He loved
horses and so did I. So of course I was his favorite student haha we had something
in common to talk about. My horse was bred like one of his--Dusters Duece. He
helped me through my awkward Jr High years.

Gina Olsen - May 07, 2019 at 11:28 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Earl R. Prete.

May 07, 2019 at 06:37 PM

“

Mr. Prete taught my Utah history class at Farrer Jr High in 1975. Because of his
amazing stories and obvious love for history, his class was my favorite! Seven
younger siblings also enjoyed history class with him. Many times through the years,
we have remembered him fondly. He touched so many lives for good. May you have
peace at this time. Tamara

Tamara Nixon - May 06, 2019 at 03:23 PM

