Edith Clark Dusenberry
August 15, 1922 - April 7, 2019

Edith Clark Dusenberry passed away quietly at her home in Provo, Utah, on April 7, 2019,
at 96 years of age. Born August 15, 1922, to Don Elmer Clark and Sarah Rachel Furner,
in Provo, Utah. Married Robert Kelly Dusenberry, April 22, 1943 (deceased 1977). Their
marriage was solemnized in the SLC Temple, August 13, 1952.
Edith’s earliest years were spent on the family farm in Provo (where the IHC Utah Valley
Hospital is currently located). At Provo High School she cheered teams on as head
cheerleader, served as editor-in-chief, advertising sales, ad layout artist, and proofreader
of the Provost Yearbook and school newspaper. Edith worked a summer as a hostess at
the Bryce Canyon Lodge, and in the fall attended BYU as a Chemistry major. She also
worked at the Provo Telephone Company, and as a nurse’s aide in the newly built Provo
Hospital.
Edith and Bob were married during World War II, in San Antonio, Texas, where Bob
trained as a USAAF flight cadet. So began her USAF adventure and lifestyle. Together
they raised two daughters, Kathryn Denise Kartchner and Karen Cecile Johnson.
During Edith’s 30 years as a USAF wife she lived throughout the United States, Bermuda,
and Europe. In Bermuda she spent stormy nights with no power at home, while Bob flew
with the Hurricane Hunters. While Bob served 2 tours during the Korean War, Edith was
guardian to hearth and home stateside. As a Strategic Air Command wife she kept her
family ready for base evacuation as the B-52’s soared to their destinations. In Paris,
France, she studied French at the Sorbonne and Cuisine at Le Cordon Bleu. In the mid
1960’s they were stationed with the Joint Chiefs of Staff at the Pentagon, and lived in
McLean, Virginia, and at Scott AFB, Illinois. Edith served as a hospital aide greeting and
caring for soldiers straight from the MASH units of Vietnam battlefields. They retired from
the USAF and moved from McClellan, AFB, to Sacramento, California to Berrywood—7
acres near the mouth of Provo Canyon. There they nurtured fruit and pine trees. Edith
often enjoyed picnics with grandchildren at the top of her “Peanut Butter Hill,” south of the
house. July 4th she welcomed family for cherry picking, fireworks, and BBQs at

Berrywood.
Edith, also known as the Teddy Bear Lady, turned her love for bears into a business that
created individualized bears for fellow teddy lovers. Edith cherished her Pioneer Heritage
and membership in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. She served in the
Relief Society, Young Women, and supported her husband as he served in the
Servicemen’s District Presidency throughout France. She passed on her family history
stories from Plymouth Rock, early Church history, and Fort Utah. Her interests and work
included genealogist, seamstress, homemaker, crafter, decorator, and organizer with a
love of life.
Edith was congenial and comfortable talking with others. Provo was always “home” no
matter where she lived. She often repeated her father’s translation of the meadowlark’s
song as, “Provo’s a pretty little place!”
Special thanks to the loving care from her Home Instead caregiver team, and from her
IHC Hospice team.
Edith is survived by her 2 daughters, 7 grandchildren, 16 great-grandchildren, and 2
sisters.
Graveside services will be held at 1:00 p.m., Thursday, April 11, 2019 at the Provo City
Cemetery, 610 South State Street, Provo, Utah. Condolences may be expressed at
www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

My sweet beautiful sister meant the world to me..talented..smart & gifted..always
loved my special visits with her..our family reunions with our loved family
members..she will always be remembered..a special gift here on earth..may her
family be ever grateful for her life..many blessings to you all..we love you...

Jean Clark Grayson..twin sister.. - April 28 at 09:02 AM

“

Some wonderful memories at Aunt Edith & Uncle Bob's Berrywood home, picking
cherries and Fourth of July celebrations with cousins--my heart goes out to all of you,
much love! Bonnie

Bonnie Knight - April 18 at 12:00 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Kathy Kartchner - April 09 at 12:35 PM

