Eldon Gale
June 8, 1920 - May 5, 2014

Our beloved father, grandfather, brother, husband, uncle, and friend, Eldon Gale, quietly
stepped through the veil May 5, 2014, surrounded by loving family members. At age 93,
he had accomplished so much of importance—the kind of critical importance seldom
noticed by the world. There are literally hundreds of individuals who are eternally grateful
for his patient, caring influence in their lives.
Eldon entered mortality June 8, 1920 in Monticello, Utah, the third son of Luther Gale and
Irene Merrell Gale, at a time when horses and wagons were the principal form of
transportation. He has seen life as it was lived by the original pioneers and as it is lived
today with our comforts and ease. Most of Eldon's early life was spent on farms in
Monticello and Bluebell, his youth in the Vernal area and the mining town of Rainbow,
Utah.
Eldon met Reha Myrl Higginson at “Watties” Café on Main Street in Lehi. Eldon was
working in the Mercur mine at the time. Not long after, they were married on April 14, 1941
in the Salt Lake Temple. Commitments made at that time governed his life and have
influenced his children and grandchildren. Much later, Reha battled cancer for 7 years,
eventually succumbing to its effects, August 13, 1991 in San Diego, California where they
had lived since 1952. They both faithfully served their family and The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. Eldon served as bishop, in stake leadership positions, as the
scout leader in his 70's, and in different leadership roles for two mission presidents. Both
also served in the Los Angeles Temple.
Ana Maria Gutierrez came into Eldon’s life in 1992, blessing him as a companion for 22
years. They were married in the Jordan River Temple May 23, 1992, and Ana Maria has
been at his side constantly since then.
He served in the Navy—based in San Diego—during World War II; was worried about and
missed terribly by his loved ones in Utah. They were relieved when he was honorably
discharged and returned home.

Eldon is survived by his wife, Ana Maria: his five children, Larrie Gale, Carol Poulson, Myrl
Ann Breinholt, Peggy Kim and Alfredo Cruz; and three siblings, Evaune Winsor, Sterling
Gale, and Eveart Gale. Eldon has more than 212 descendants.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Saturday, May 10, 2014 at the Grasslands 2nd
Ward Chapel, 878 West Center Street, Springville, Utah. Friends may call at the Berg
Mortuary of Provo, 185 East Center Street, Friday from 6-8:00 p.m. and at the church
Saturday from 9:30-10:45 a.m. prior to services. Interment will be at the Valley View
Memorial Park, 4335 West, 4100 South, West Valley City, Utah. Messages, memories and
tributes can be posted at: www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

Ana Maria,
My prayers are with you. I used to love seeing the two of you together at church, and
I've missed that since I moved.

Marie Andersen - May 12, 2014 at 10:36 AM

“

"Nobody's work is done until everybody's work is done."

Carrie Kent - May 11, 2014 at 11:15 PM

“

Dear Breinholt Family,
Our thoughts and prayers are with you at the loss of your father and grandfather.
May you find peace at this difficult time as you celebrate his wonderful life and all
your memories together.
In sympathy,
Lynn and Frankie Holt

Lynn & Frankie Holt - May 11, 2014 at 11:20 AM

“

To my dear friends from long ago in Spring Valley,.. I send my deepest regards in the
passing of your father. I knew him as a kind, loving, gentile, man, husband, and
father. What awesome comfort to know that life is eternal and you will all be together
again.
Sincerely,
DeLores Steele Silfvast

DeLores Steele Silfvast - May 10, 2014 at 01:55 PM

“

Brother Gale was such a very special person. I feel privileged to have known him. I'm
siure you will all miss him but remember he is just beginning an exciting journey! So
glad he was able to see little Jake.~ Gail Fenn Hammarstrom

Gail Fenn Hammarstrom - May 09, 2014 at 07:23 PM

“

Dear Gale Family,
Eldon gave exemplary service and dedication to his responsibilities as executive
secretary in the California San Diego mission. He was loved by presidency and
missionaries alike. He lived his life being helpful and useful in a variety of ways,
being a servant to all. It was always a joy to interact with him.
Health restrictions mean that we will not be able to be with you to celebrate the life of
this wonderful man. We were pleased to share his 90th birthday celebration with all
of you. We saw how much he was loved, and how capable you are! Please count us
among the countless associates that call him friend.
May the Comforter be with you and bring you peace.
Our love, Richard and Barbara Winder

Barbara Winder - May 08, 2014 at 04:37 PM

“

Dear Gale Family, May the memories you have of Eldon help you during this difficult
time. May the love of your Heavenly Father surround you with love and peace during
this difficult time in your lives. Love Ed and Veva Clegg and Family

Veva Clegg - May 08, 2014 at 02:41 PM

“

Eldon you are finally with Rhea and your families are rejoicing for this reunion. I know
you're going to have an uplifting service for Eldon and the memories will bring you
comfort. May Heavenly Father surround you all with peace, love and the knowledge
of knowing that this amazing man touched all of us who were fortunate to know him.
Our sympathy and love to the Gale Family,
Ben and Diana Poulson

Ben & Diana Poulson - May 07, 2014 at 10:05 PM

