Frank Otto
October 7, 1936 - July 26, 2017

Frank Otto, 80, passed quietly at home on July 26, 2017. Frank was born in Cleveland,
Ohio on October 7, 1936 to Albert Frank Otto and Elizabeth Ruth McKenna. Frank lived
his life with gusto. He had an infectious laugh and loved entertaining friends and family.
Outings with Frank were all about “maximum fun.”
Frank put himself through high school and college by directing and playing piano in a big
band. He met the love of his life, Janet Mae Reed, while playing for a party at his
fraternity. They both graduated from Baldwin Wallace College and were married shortly
thereafter in 1958. In 1972, Frank and Jan joined the Mormon church just months before
moving their family to Mexico for the first of many travel adventures. He traveled all over
the world for business and pleasure and relished experiencing new cultures, languages,
and cuisine.
Frank was dedicated to linguistics and education, earning his MA in Spanish Language
and Literature and PhD in Educational Administration at University of Wisconsin at
Madison. He was a pioneer and entrepreneur in digital learning, focusing on English as a
Second Language (ESL). His distinguished career included professor positions at
University of Wisconsin Whitewater, Ohio State University, The University of the Americas
in Puebla, Mexico, and Brigham Young University. While at BYU, he participated in the
development for the TICCIT system, one of the first interactive multimedia programs for
teaching Spanish with computers. During his time at BYU, Frank was instrumental in the
founding of CALICO (the Computer-Assisted Language Instruction Consortium) and was
the founding editor of the CALICO Journal. He developed programs with the Agency for
International Development, the Department of Defense, and the Defense Language
Institute. After retirement, Frank was the president of a software company dedicated to
ESL.
Frank would say, “The glue in my life has always been Jan, the kids, and music.” He is
survived by his loving wife of 59 years, Janet Reed Otto; daughters Lynn Otto (Louis
Spencer Smith) and Sue Hall (Jeff Hall); sons Mike, Tim (Caroline Otto), and Jim Otto

(Gregg White); 8 grandchildren; and sisters Mary Minnich and Ann Leske. Music was a
passion throughout his life. He will perhaps be most remembered for his jazz
musicianship, and he never passed up a chance to “toodle.”
Frank and Jan’s combined wish is to have no viewing or memorial until they can be taken
together to their final resting place in Fredericksburg, Ohio. For those wishing to pay
respects, the family requests that you share a Frank story with someone you love.
Condolences may be expressed to the family at http://www.bergmortuary.com.

Comments

“

2 files added to the album Otto Family

Sue Hall - August 02, 2017 at 08:32 PM

“

1 file added to the album Playing the Piano

Sue Hall - August 02, 2017 at 06:05 PM

“

6 files added to the album Otto Family

Sue Hall - August 02, 2017 at 06:03 PM

“

Frank, as usual, was always up for any adventure....!

O'Neals - August 02, 2017 at 09:47 AM

“

“

First one down!
Jim Otto - August 02, 2017 at 11:18 AM

Sue Hall is following this tribute.

Sue Hall - August 01, 2017 at 05:28 PM

“

1 file added to the album Playing the Piano

Sue Hall - August 01, 2017 at 05:02 PM

“

1 file added to the album Playing the Piano

Sue Hall - August 01, 2017 at 11:03 AM

“

Watching the video of Frank playing the piano brought back fond memories. I remember
sitting on the steps to the bedrooms and listening to Frank and his band practice. I'm told
that he knew I was there, as he could see my reflection in the window. He would come up
the stairs after a while and carry me up to bed.
Ann Leske, younger sister
Ann Leske - August 01, 2017 at 04:53 PM

“

Thanks for sharing such a sweet story, Aunt Ann.
- Sue
Sue - August 06, 2017 at 12:01 PM

“

The obituary is a beautiful tribute to Frank. I send my love and condolences to each
one of you. Love and prayers, Katy Lou.

Catherine Tomlinson - July 31, 2017 at 08:08 PM

“

I had the pleasure of spending a few days with Frank and Jan a while back. I believe Frank
loved being the host and he was very good at it. He made his home very welcoming. Frank
was a people person and it showed in the way he treats his guests.I will always have fond
memories of my time with him and I know he will be missed by all who knew him. My love
and condolences to all the family. Peggy White
Peggy White - August 01, 2017 at 06:13 PM

