Garth Ford
July 26, 1924 - January 1, 2014

On New Year’s Day, Garth Ford passed away, surrounded by his family. He was born July
26, 1924 in Provo, Utah. At the age of 89, Garth accomplished in his lifetime more than
what most people only dream of.
He excelled in many sports throughout his life including baseball, football, track, golf and
basketball. At the age of 16, he was asked to play for the semi-pro baseball team, the
Provo Timps. Garth was drafted to the war in 1942 at the age of 18. He was in the Navy
and was a radar man, first-class for more than two years on a landing craft infantry. This
disrupted his baseball career, but when he got home, he picked up right where he left off.
He later worked his way up through the ranks as a pitcher and signed Triple A contracts
with four teams throughout his career. He received a signing bonus and a great salary
from the Detroit Tigers, which he used to purchase Ford’s Locker Plant with two of his
brothers. Garth managed the Locker Plant and a small café that they owned upstairs. He
picked up the sport of golfing after learning in baseball that he didn’t get to hit near
enough. He won tournaments all over including the Pro Am in 1964, Beat the Pro 1995 &
2002 and many more. He later retired from the Locker Plant.
On May 27, 1948, Garth married the love of his life Marge. They had 5 children: Doug,
Lori, Pam, Russell and Kim. His daughter Lori passed away at age 24 and this was one of
the hardest times of his life. He enjoyed his family more than anything. He spent countless
summers fishing Strawberry Reservoir, Russ’ property and the great rivers of Alaska with
his family. He loved to hunt pheasants and elk. He shot his first elk at Birdseye in 2011.
Garth and Marge both loved spending the winters in sunny St. George with their friends so
they could golf year round.
He is survived by his children: Doug (Carol) Ford, Pam (Steve) Wright, Russell Ford and
Kim (Rick) Aller, 1 sister and 2 brothers. He leaves a great legacy of 10 grandchildren, and
5 great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his wife, Marge; parents; daughter,
Lori Anderson; grandson, Brad Ford; sister and six brothers.

Our family would like to give our thanks to Ale, Nik and Carrie and their families who gave
Garth exceptional care. We would also like to thank the staff at Utah Valley Regional
Medical Center Adult ICU for their care.
Funeral services will be held at 2:00 p.m., Monday, January 6, 2014 at the Berg Drawing
Room Chapel, 185 East Center Street, Provo, Utah. Friends may call at the mortuary
Sunday, January 5, from 6-8:00 p.m. and Monday from 1:00-1:45 p.m. prior to services.
Interment will be at the Provo City Cemetery. Condolences may be sent online at www.ber
gmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

Garth was one the golf giants (lierally) as I grew up in the utha golf world. Not only a
great player, but also a fierce compeditor! He was a treu gentleman and was also a
friend to all whom were priviliged enough to have been able to play and compete
with him. He was a wonderful example for so many of us who were young and
starting tournament golf as Garth was in his prime. Later in life Garth and Marge
would visit me (at Toana Vista Golf Course) and we would talk about the good old
days. Both will always be part of my memories, I am grateful to have known them.
Reid Goodliffe...retired PGA Golf Professional

Reid Goodliffe - January 16, 2014 at 01:21 PM

“

I remember so well going to Ford's Locker Plant with my parents, Dell & Joyce
Fowler...That was so many years ago...I remember visiting with Garth and Marge...
Such good memories...
Jean Marie Fowler Liddell

Jean Liddell - January 14, 2014 at 11:15 AM

“

Julie Lassalle purchased the Sweet Tranquility Basket for the family of Garth Ford.

Julie Lassalle - January 06, 2014 at 09:44 AM

“

Dinah M. purchased the A Full Life for the family of Garth Ford.

Dinah M. - January 05, 2014 at 08:21 AM

“

I remember working for Garth and Marge at the Ford' Locker Plant when there was a
grocery store and cafe. They were swell bosses and friends. They introduced me to a
young fellow and said he might be the right one for my husband. They were right, we
were married a year later and was married for thirty six years when he passed away.
I will always be great full to them.
Mae Barker (Jerry Barker)

V. Mae Barker - January 04, 2014 at 12:02 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Garth Ford.

January 03, 2014 at 02:50 PM

“

Garth ... what an icon whom I loved dearly. He and Marge were two of my favorite
people. They were both so kind to my husband, Craig. Garth (shared the same
birthday) and passion for golf and hunting with my son Steve and I can still hear him
calling to talk to the "pup" as they would schedule their hunting escapades. I loved
both your parents and loved spending time in their home sharing memories. I
remember their St. George golf trips and meeting up with them there (with Crag).
Great memories of a great man. I hope you cherish the wonderful memories you
have.
God bless ... Judy Seegmiller

Judy Seegmiller - January 03, 2014 at 02:35 PM

“

Garth Ford was a nice guy, with a great sense of humor. Over thirty years ago I was
working for his son Doug in his Jerky plant, We had a bit of a problem with workers from
the area just walking in and taking samples. One day I noticed this very tall gentleman
looking through the barrels of jerkey, I bravely stepped up to him, looked way, way up and
told him that he would have to leave the area and then, proceeded to show him out . About
twenty minutes later I was summoned to Dougs office where I was laughingly introduced to
Dougs father. Garth of course loved seeing me blush and stutter, and really got a kick out
of the whole thing. He was really a character and all of us respected and liked him,
God bless the family with memories like this, that keep Garth ever near.
Sharon Sperry
Sharon Sperry - January 05, 2014 at 06:32 PM

