George William "Skip" Chilcoat
March 16, 1947 - January 4, 2022

George William “Skip” Chilcoat, our loving husband, father, grandfather, great grandfather,
brother, cousin, and friend passed away peacefully in his home in Orem, Utah on January
4, 2022.
He was born in Twin Falls, Idaho on March 16, 1947 to Phyllis Kathleen Burdick and
William Louis Chilcoat. He was the oldest of three siblings, Leslie Diane Chilcoat Sisney
and Robert Lewis “Bobbie” Chilcoat. Skip was an active member of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints and served as a missionary in the Argentina Mission. Upon
return from his mission, he attended Arizona State University where he completed his
bachelors, masters, and doctorate degrees. While working on his bachelor’s degree, Skip
met the love of his life, Cindy Lynn (Smith) Chilcoat and after a short courtship, they were
married in the Mesa, Arizona Temple.
Skip taught US history at Greenway High School in Phoenix, Arizona, and was a professor
of education at the University of Texas at Arlington and at Brigham Young University. He
loved teaching, reading, telling stories, watching movies, doing research, and writing. It
didn’t matter if he was at the grocery store, in a restaurant or on the street, Skip made a
personal connection with everyone he met.
Skip is survived by his wife, Cindy Lynn (Smith) Chilcoat; children: Chrisitan (Tammy)
Chilcoat, Heather Day, Stormi (Rick) Winscot, Summer (Mark) Resch; 14 grandchildren; 2
great grandchildren; and his siblings: Leslie Sisney and Robert “Bobbie” Chilcoat. Skip
was preceded in death by his parents, William and Phyllis Chilcoat and his son, Garth
Chilcoat.
Funeral services will be held at 10:00 a.m., Monday, January 10, 2022 at the Cherry Hill
2nd Ward Chapel, 1700 South 400 East, Orem, Utah. Friends may call at the Berg
Mortuary of Provo, 185 East Center Street, Sunday, January 9, from 6-8:00 p.m. and at
the church Monday, from 9-9:45 a.m. prior to services. Interment, Wasatch Lawn Memorial
Park. Condolences may be expressed at www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

Cindy and Family,
Gaylene and I send our love! It has been such a delight to have you in our circle of
friends. Skip was such a blessing to us while you lived in Glendale, Arizona. His
sense of humor, story telling abilities, teaching excellence, dedication to his
profession and unfailing devotion to friends and family has enriched our lives.
While serving as a bishop, Skip accepted a call as my executive secretary. Years
later, he "fessed up" and told me he had a difficult time calling ward members to
meet with me. He said many of those phone calls were actually made by his loving
wife, Cindy! I never knew.

John B Winters - January 09 at 06:35 PM

“

Ever since you you guys moved into our ward in Arlington (1986?) your whole family
has been an important and permanant fixture in our lives.
SKip was one of the best friends I ever had. We could not talk in years and we would
get together and it was like we had just seen each other a day ago!
Skip and I had no secrets... we could always talk about anything and make the other
feel better. He was and is my brother!!
Love you guys!

Michael Downey - January 09 at 12:49 PM

“

Dear Cindy and Family,
I will always love and appreciate Skip!!!! What a kind and thoughtful person!
One example: I think it was my first faculty meeting at BYU back in 1992 when Skip,
who had attended Vacation Bible School as a child, stood in front of the entire
departmental faculty and led those of us who knew "This Little Light of Mine" in
singing it, hand motions and all. For this song, you hold your hand out in front of you
and up high, with your pointer finger as a candle. You move it back and forth and
sing, "This little light of mine, I'm going to let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, let it
shine!" There’s more to the song, and I don’t remember whether Skip led us in all the
verses, but his relating to my religious upbringing and faith was so affirming that the
experience is forever etched in my memory. Skip knew how to help people feel loved
and welcome!!
I so wish I could be there for the services. (I live near Jackson, WY, separated by
distance and weather as well as pandemic restrictions.) Know that I love Skip and
treasure the time we had to work together as colleagues at BYU. I’m so glad I got to
know you, Cindy. Skip adored you! May the Holy Spirit be your Comforter.
Much love,
Eula Monroe

Eula Ewing Monroe - January 08 at 10:34 PM

“

I have happy memories of Skip when his office was across the hall from mine when
he taught at BYU. I remember that he loved his family and had a great attitude
toward life!
Ramona Cutri

Ramona Cutri - January 08 at 06:41 PM

“

I would not be where I am today if it was not for Skip's influence early in my career.
He completely changed the trajectory of my professional life. My family is forever
grateful for him taking me under his wing. His writing continues to influence my
teaching and as a result, hundreds of my students have also been touched by his
passion for social studies education. Words cannot express how much I appreciate
this wonderful friend and teacher. He was also a great male role model for me and I
am thankful for the blessing of having him in my life. Sincerely, Axel Donizetti
Ramirez, Ph.D.

Axel Ramirez - January 07 at 11:23 AM

“

The PCSD Elementary Principals purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of
George William "Skip" Chilcoat.

The PCSD Elementary Principals - January 07 at 10:44 AM

“

Cindy,
I was so sad to hear of Skip's passing. He was always one of my favorite professors
at BYU. He made everything so fun and interesting! I will always remember the
stories he told about when he was a high school teacher. 1. When they had a class
discussion about what would be necessary to pull off a "coup d'etat" of the high
school...and then the students decided to put it into action. 2. When he had the
students become "muckrakers" and they uncovered a prostitution ring in the high
school.
Sending you love and prayers!
Penni

Penni Glazier - January 07 at 10:26 AM

“

To the chilcoat family I’m really sorry for your loss of skip he was such a kind man
with a great sense of humor. He always bore really sincere testimonies and was
really kind to the clients that I take to church on sundays he always had time to greet
you and shake your hand it made me feel really good and welcomed at church he
was a wonderful man and will be greatly missed. My prayers go out to you all.

Wendy Aycock - January 06 at 02:41 AM

