Glenn Duane "Dewey" Pratt
September 16, 1946 - December 15, 2013

Glenn Duane “Dewey” Pratt returned home Sunday, December 15, 2013. He was born
September 16, 1946, in Cincinnati, OH to Virginia Smith and Howard Pratt. When Dewey
was 6 months old, he was adopted by Howard’s brother and sister-in-law, Glenn C and
Ethelyn Pratt. They later adopted Douglas when Dewey was 6 years old. They reared their
two sons in Provo, Utah.
For many years Dewey helped in his father’s shoe store, Pratt Shoes, in Provo. Dewey
graduated from Provo High in 1964. He served an LDS mission to the Alaskan Canadian
Mission. He is a BYU graduate and was a member of the Silver Cougar Club. He married
Melissa Christensen and they were blessed with four wonderful children. They were later
divorced.
Dewey was a lifetime student of the Civil War. He served as a moderator online for the
Civil War Group he participated in of approximately 1000 members nationwide. He often
spoke at public gatherings concerning the details of that historical period. He spent almost
30 years as a High School Basketball and Baseball Referee. He obtained his pilot’s
license and dreamed of owning his own jet.
Dewey owned Colonial American Homes and spent 32 years building over 200 homes in
Utah and Pennsylvania. He was a true craftsman and loved taking his children to the
homes to help work on them when they were young.
On October 20, 2007, Dewey married Janece Newman, the love of his life. Dewey and
Janece were sealed in the Provo Temple on March 12, 2011. They loved being together
and were seldom apart. They came to appreciate life’s simplest of blessings. Time
together was way too short for both of them. Dewey has been a true example of
goodness, kindness, and courage.
Dewey is survived by his birthmother, Virginia Smith Moore and half-brother, Rob Moore of
Croydon, IN; brother, Doug of Provo; his wife Janece and her six children and their

spouses: Tyler (Dana) Dow, Amy (Justyn) Davis, Brady (Melinda) Dow, Lana (Jon) Bass,
Mindy Dow, and Trevor (Amy) Dow; his children: Heather (Colbie) Jorgensen, Stephen
Pratt, Christen (Matt) Gardiner and Andrew Pratt. His 20th grandchild is due January,
2014.
A special thank you to all the medical staff who made it possible for Dewey to live the past
three years. Also a special thank you to the caregivers and hospice at The Lodge at
Jordan River, South Jordan, who lovingly cared for Dewey during the final months of his
life.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Saturday, December 21, 2013 at the
Northridge 13th Ward Chapel, 1660 North 200 West, Orem, Utah. Friends may call at the
Tithing Hill LDS Chapel, 1208 West 12400 South, Riverton, Utah on Friday, December 20
from 6-8:00 p.m. and at the Northridge Chapel Saturday from 9:30-10:45 a.m. prior to
services. Interment will be in the Provo City Cemetery. Condolences may be sent at www.
bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

Janece, I was so sorry to hear of your husband's passing. My sympathy goes to you
and your family at this time.
Cynthia Johnston
OHS

Cynthia Johnston - December 20, 2013 at 08:44 AM

“

Dewey took me to my first Stake Dance at the Bonneville Stake Center in 1961, back
when 500 teenagers drenched in Elsha or Brut or Channel #5 would crowd in and do
the "stomp" to Paul Revere and the a Raiders. He would pick up as many of the
younger kids as could fit in his 49 Pontiac. I remember one memorable evening when
he spun donuts on the lawn in front of the stake center. Dewey knew how to have
fun, and how to share it with others. Since leaving Provo in the early seventies I
never had the chance to spend much time with him. My great loss. May the good
memories of a good and kind man stay bright in the hearts of his dear family and
friends. Not gone, just relocated.

Scott Bowen - December 20, 2013 at 02:36 AM

“

My dear brother. I will so miss walking into your room and seeing your great smile,
and hearing u say "my favorite brother". Thank u for being the best brother a person
could have. I know mom and dad are very happy u are with them now, it is all of us
that will now have a big hole in our hearts without u. At least we have many great
memories of you, Thank you "my favorite brother". Doug

Douglas Pratt - December 18, 2013 at 09:03 AM

“

I will miss our weekly visits. I wanted to stop by yesterday when I was in the area. I
realized that you weren't there. I can't believe it. I miss you and I will see you again
someday. I feel like your only good friend. But that is who you are. A wonderful friend
to everyone. I don't know of anyone who keeps friends like you. It is said "to have a
good friend you need to be a good friend!" You are such an example of what a friend
should be. I love you Dewey. I miss you and I am grateful you married my mother.
She is so happy and loves you like no other. When I told you I would miss you you
told me," it will be ok I will check in from time to time!" I sure hope so. God be with
you til we meet again.

lana bass - December 18, 2013 at 08:22 AM

“

Dewey meet one with an enthusiastic 'hello' and on to a 'remember when' memory
that made you think you had an amazing life. Really, Dewey had an amazing
memory and and an amazing personality. So proud of you, Dewey, for the courage,
faith and love you shared through all things. We will look forward to that 'hello' and
making more amazing lives as friends forever. May peace and comfort be with your
dear loved ones until then. Susan Rogers

Susan Rogers - December 18, 2013 at 01:21 AM

“

Dewey meet one with an enthusiastic 'hello' and on to a 'remember when' memory
that made you think you had an amazing life. Really, Dewey had an amazing
memory and and an amazing personality. So proud of you, Dewey, for the courage,
faith and love you shared through all things. We will look forward to that 'hello' and
making more amazing lives as friends forever. May peace and comfort be with your
dear loved ones until then. Susan Rogers

Susan Rogers - December 18, 2013 at 01:21 AM

“

We will all miss Dewey... and we will also miss that movie we were going to make
together, but never did: "Return to Deweyablo." Dewey was one of a kind and we are
all better people because he was part of our lives. Thank you, Janece, for taking
such good care of him. Thanks, Dewey, for all the memories. -Neal Dastrup

Neal Dastrup - December 17, 2013 at 04:11 PM

“

Dewbird was my wonderful buddy as he was "buddies" to many people. For 25+
years I learned so much from this great man. Whether it was officiating ballgames,
fishing, golfing, or spending time in Arizona watching Cactus League Baseball, this
man made everything fun. Dewbird often talked about his four children and loved
them so much. His wife Janece was so good to Dewey as she fought this tough
battle with him never giving up hope. I sincerely thank you for this Janece.
Thanks again Dewbird for all you gave me and many others!
You friend forever,
Rick Dunn
Olympia, Washington

Rick Dunn - December 17, 2013 at 02:27 PM

“

Dear Janece!
Thank you so much for sincerely loving, and so kindly caring for, our good friend,
Dewey. I'm so sorry that he had to go, and for the pain of your loss, but also grateful
that he is no longer suffering. My wish is that you can find some peace and comfort
at this very difficult time!
Love,
Barry

Barry Olson - December 17, 2013 at 01:13 PM

“

Good bye for now, Dewey! You have been such a funny, kind, loyal friend. Thanks for
the memories. I'm relieved that your recent suffering has now ended, and you are at
peace!
Love,
Barry Olson

Barry Olson - December 17, 2013 at 01:00 PM

“

My deepest condolences Jeanece, he went on for so long, but we'll see him on the
other side. Life goes on. Love John

John Kirkman - December 17, 2013 at 12:42 PM

“

This is one of the most poignant, loving obituary tributes I have ever read ... I want to
thank his sweet wife Janece for sharing his unique story about both sets of loving
parents that he loved dearly, as well as sharing his love of history and his profession.
I composed a few thoughts of my own and expressed those on my Facebook page
yesterday --feel welcome to view that if you have access to the internet. Be glad to
'friend' anyone to view it, any friend of Dew's was a friend to me and I'm sure each of
you reading this will feel likewise. Sure gonna miss this big guy ... ;-(

Joel Murphy - December 17, 2013 at 12:20 PM

“

So long Dewey, see you on the other side. We were friends since 1962, or there-a-bouts.
The first time I met Dewey was when Ray Beckham and I were going golfing at Timp, and
Ray said let's pick up Dewey. We pulled up next to the bushes at the corner from his house,
Dewey jumps out of the bushes with his clubs, Ray opens the back door and he jumps in
and stays down as we drive down his street. He was a great guy and we had many great
times. My condolences to Jeanece. thanks Joel
John Kirkman - December 17, 2013 at 12:40 PM

“

Dewey was kind and considerate when I knew him in the mid 70's. I am glad to learn
that he did not change during his lifetime. He accomplished so much in his work and
with others who were blessed to know him. I am glad he and Janece were able to
find each other as I know that family was very important to Dewey. Rest in peace
Dewey
Cathy Motes Jackson

Cathy Jackson - December 17, 2013 at 12:18 PM

