Harlin Dee Johnston
March 16, 1942 - December 23, 2021

Harlin Dee Johnston, recently of Draper, Utah, passed away suddenly on December 23,
2021. He had recently survived a very difficult health concern, and passed away in his
home, where he was most happy.
Dee was born in Ogden, Utah on March 16, 1942, to Harlin Davis and Irma Merle Beasley
Johnston. The only son with three sisters, Dee spent much of his early life helping his Dad
repair cars and appliances, and continued to enjoy cars for the rest of his life. He never
saw them as status, but as something to explore and enjoy. As a youth, he gained local
fame for his yo-yo tricks and earned a job demonstrating them at a neighborhood toy
store. He loved learning and education, and received a Bachelor’s Degree and Ph.D. in
Chemistry from Brigham Young University. He also loved the gospel of Jesus Christ and
served a mission in his youth to the West Germany Mission in Frankfurt. He continued
church service in many different callings, from Institute teacher to Bishop, for the rest of
his life.
The highlight of his life was marrying his eternal sweetheart, Ann Marie Thurston in the
Salt Lake Temple on September 10, 1963. They had initially broken up in high school, but
he loved to tell the story about dressing as Santa to distribute some presents in the local
church and then going to meet up with “an old steady.” The reunion was electric, and they
soon began a courtship that would last for the rest of their days. He often said loving Ann
was the easiest thing he had ever done.
Dee and Ann started a family while finishing his doctorate, and then moved to Bartlesville,
Oklahoma where Dee worked as a research chemist. Bartlesville is where they spent the
rest of their married life raising four children, making friends, serving neighbors, and loving
all those they met. Ann died after a long struggle with cancer in 2006, and Dee was
heartbroken. He felt fortunate to marry J. Karen Bowers Clark in 2008. They shared their
lives, their children, and some time to travel. Karen passed suddenly in 2016, and again
Dee struggled with life alone. He moved to Draper to be near his son, Matt, and found a
new life with old high school friends from Provo, and more time with grandkids and a

great-grandchild. He became popular in the neighborhood as he started a daily walking
program that friends began to note and plan time to say “hi” as he passed. Dee has
always shown an example of hard work and love for family and friends, and he did that
with characteristic warmth, gentleness, and generosity of spirit until the end.
Dee was preceded in death by his wife, Ann, and his second wife, Karen. He was also
preceded by his infant daughters, Roxanne and Suzanne. Parents, Harlin and Irma, and
sister, Patricia. He is survived by his four children: Matt (Carrie) Johnston of Draper, UT,
Jenn (Alex) Johnston Smith of Millcreek, UT, Kelly Jo (Jim) West of Land O’Lakes, FL, and
Jason of Choctaw, OK. He has surviving grandchildren - Jacob (Desiree), Drew, Noah
(Chrysanthe), Isaac, Raye Johnston; Alexia and Judson Smith, Treston Matthis, Cole and
Gabrielle Dorr, Donovan and Jake West, David, Nathan, and Jeffrey Johnston. He really
enjoyed time with his one great-grandchild, Juliette Johnston. He is also survived by his
sisters, Caren (Scott) Anderson and Colleen (Russ) Peterson, many loving nieces and
nephews.
A visitation is scheduled at Berg Mortuary of Provo, 185 E Center St, on January 7, 2022
from 6-8 PM. There will be a family viewing at Corner Canyon 2nd Ward Chapel, 13366 S
1300 E, Draper, UT, on January 8, 2022 from 10-10:45 AM, with the funeral to follow at 11
AM. He will be interred in Orem City Cemetery following the funeral. Condolences may be
expressed at www.bergmortuary.com.
For those unable to attend in person, the following link may be used to watch a livestream
of the services: http://mywebcast.churchofjesuschrist.org/Events/draperutahcornercanyon
stake.

Cemetery Details
Orem City Cemetery
1520 North 800 East
Orem, UT 84097

Previous Events
Visitation
JAN 7. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (MT)
Berg Mortuary of Provo - East Room
185 East Center Street
Provo, UT 84606

Visitation
JAN 8. 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM (MT)
Corner Canyon 2nd Ward Chapel
13366 S 1300 E
Draper, UT 84020

Funeral Service
JAN 8. 11:00 AM (MT)
Corner Canyon 2nd Ward Chapel
13366 S 1300 E
Draper, UT 84020
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RT

Dee seemed to have an endless well of wisdom, which he used to help me in my
times of greatest need. He was my long time home teacher, and about as loving a
friend as I have ever had.
Randy turnbull - January 06 at 12:55 AM



Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Harlin Dee
Johnston.

January 05 at 09:16 PM



Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Harlin
Dee Johnston.

January 03 at 03:07 PM

MB

Dee was more than a friend to our family. We used to live down the street from
them in Bartlesville. They, Dee and Ann helped us with homework. Loved them
like family. So good to my parents. Dee will certainly be missed as he was such a
good man with a sweet smile, always willing to help.
Melinda Benincosa
Melinda Benincosa - January 01 at 11:43 AM



Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Harlin Dee
Johnston.

December 30, 2021 at 10:43 PM

VT

Dee was a good friend to us. He was always helpful in whatever the Ward was
involved in in Bartlesville. He is now reunited with his family who have gone on
before. Lots of love and condolences to the family.
Virginia Temple
Virginia Temple - December 29, 2021 at 10:46 AM

GB

Dee was wonderful to my parents Lenard and Jewell Tate as they got older. I
loved it when he was our Bishop. So many sweet memories with his family. My
condolences go out to all of you.
Glenda Tate Bolinger - December 28, 2021 at 07:40 PM

