Harvey Junior Fletcher
April 9, 1923 - November 17, 2019

Harvey Junior Fletcher, beloved father, husband, grandfather, great grandfather, brother,
uncle, and friend passed away on November 17, 2019 in Provo, UT at the age of 96. He
was born on April 9, 1923 in NY, NY to Lorena Chipman and Harvey Fletcher. The family
was raised in Flushing Meadows, NY. He learned to love science during family discussions
around the dinner table, and he grew to love The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints from the teachings and service of his parents.
In 1940 Harvey attended BYU for one year, but then transferred to MIT to obtain a BS
degree in physics. In 1944 he enlisted in the U.S. Navy and went through officer training to
become a radar officer. He was in San Diego ready to be shipped to Okinawa when the
war with Japan ended. He spent time as an officer in Okinawa. He obtained an MS degree
from Cal Tech and then was the first person to earn a PhD in mathematics at the U of
Utah. For most of his career he taught in the Math Department at BYU, but took leaves to
work at the China Lake Naval Research Facility in California, Bell Labs in New Jersey, and
for the Apollo moon program in Washington, DC.
Harvey met his wife Deah Tonks while studying for his PhD at the U of Utah, and they
were married in the Idaho Falls Temple on March 20, 1953. Together they raised six
children: Mary Lyn (Dennis), Tom (Beth), John (Terri), Deanna (Peter), Amy (Doug) and
Judy (Preston). Deah and Harvey created a loving, secure home for their children, 28
grandchildren, and 34 great grandchildren. Harvey loved Deah with all his heart, and he
cared for her through a long illness before her death in 2014.
Harvey loved to serve people and make them happy. He served in the Provo community
as a member of the Kiwanis Club and President of the Provo Freedom Festival. He had
many callings in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints including a counselor in
several bishoprics, later as bishop and counselor in a stake presidency. He served as a
ward missionary in Maryland and later three full-time missions with his wife: at the
Ancestral and Medieval File Center in Provo, in the Geneva-Switzerland Mission (Frenchspeaking), and to the Family History Center Mission in SLC. They also served many years

together as ordinance workers in the Provo Temple. After his wife passed away, Harvey
tried to spend as much time as he could performing ordinances in the Provo Temple until
his health declined. He often said that service in the temple lasts for the eternities.
Harvey is preceded in death by his parents, his sister Phyllis Firmage and brothers
Stephen, Charles and James Fletcher.
Funeral services to honor Harvey will be held at 11:00 am, Saturday, November 23, 2019
at the Edgewood Ward, 3511 North 180 East, Provo, UT. Friends and family may visit at
the Berg Mortuary in Provo, 185 East Center Street, Friday from 6:30-8:00 pm and again
at the Edgewood Ward from 9:30-10:45 am on Saturday. Interment will be at the American
Fork City Cemetery. Condolences may also be sent online at www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

He was my Vector calculus teacher and was a great teacher. I always tell stories
about him in my physics classes.

Lee Loveridge - September 30, 2021 at 10:46 PM

“

My brother and I both had Dr. Fletcher in 1994 for second-semester Engineering
Applications of Multi-Variable Calculus at BYU. (Or something like that!) He was such
a fun teacher. He would do this funny little dance at the chalk board, as he gestured
to try to help us understand how something might behave in three dimensions. His
class was hard. I had to sit and listen very carefully, and I was often frustrated that
my brother could sleep through part of class and then wake up and ask a relevant
question. Sometimes I did not even understand my brother's questions, let alone Dr.
Fletcher's answers. I went to get help from him during his office hours a couple of
times, and he ALWAYS would say things like, "I know you can get a better score than
your brother..." It made me laugh, but also made me feel loved. For the final unit test
of the semester, I decided that I WAS going to beat my brother, just because I did not
want to disappoint Dr. Fletcher. I holed up in the library and studied every example
problem in the chapter. To my delight, Dr. Fletcher had created his test by simply
changing all the values on the example problems from the textbook. When he
returned our tests, he gave me a big, goofy smile...96%. The next highest score was
80-something%...and was my brother's test.
I felt very lucky that I got to take a class from him. He treated us like he loved us, and
he taught like he loved the material.
For years, my brother and I knew where his season tickets in Marriot Center were
located, and we always looked for him whether we were there in person, or watching
BYU basketball on TV.
Sending prayers for his family and loved ones who will miss him, and hoping you all
find great joy in the memories of his amazing life of service, and power in the
covenants he loved.
Rebekah Sawaya Shumway

Rebekah Shumway - November 23, 2019 at 11:30 PM

“

Not only did you get a higher math score than me, you have always been significantly more
eloquent, well said. I have fond memories of taking math classes with you and loved Dr.
Fletcher. I have wanted to write what I felt, but you have expressed it better than I could.
Bill - November 26, 2019 at 10:14 PM

“

I first met Harvey & Deah when they lived across the street from y family. H was in
the Bishopric and my mother was Relief Society President. I was 9 or 10 and Sis.
Fletcher has me watch her children. More recently, I became well-acquainted with
Harvey during his residency at Legacy Village. Lee & I were called as specialists in
the Quail Ridge Branch at Legacy and assigned to Harvey as his ministers. How
delightful to minister to him. We renewed past acquaintances, discussed genealogy
because he always established a kinship with all. e spoke of his brilliant and down-toearth father and brothers. We spoke of numbers in many domains. He loved to talk
about science; however, no discussion brought him greater joy than we would talk of
how service in the Lord's temples brought a person into great service to our eternal
families on both sides of the veil. He loved the Gospel of Jesus Christ and shared his
testimony with us often.
Lee Harlow & DyAnn Davis Smoot

DyAnn - November 23, 2019 at 02:35 AM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Harvey Junior Fletcher.

November 22, 2019 at 04:12 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Harvey Junior Fletcher.

November 22, 2019 at 10:37 AM

“

I consider Harvey to be a good friend that I became even more familiar with at
Legacy Village. We talked together often and I reminded him of my being in his first
abstract algebra class (Math 371) at BYU as a student. I reminded him gently of this
fact and also reminded him that he was the first faculty member in our department to
teach Math 371. It was probably the most difficult course in our curriculum. In my 34
years as a faculty member at BYU I never had the opportunity to teach that class as
Harvey did. I also have fond memories of discussions here at Legacy regarding his
father. I happen to be deaf and that takes on additional memories when Harvey told
me his father was the originator of hearing devices, which I continue to use at this
date. I am deeply saddened with his passing and will miss him at our three daily
meals here at Legacy. My condolences to his family.

Ted Wight - November 21, 2019 at 12:57 PM

“

In June 1954 I had just been married to Janyce Maxfield. She became seriously ill
and at the same time I lost my job. I took care of her and then went looking for
another job. A fellow student told me that he was working for Harvey J. and that
Harvey needed another student. ( Harvey had a contract with the US Army.) I applied
and was given the position. It was wonderful. I learned about Fourier series and
elasticity in a way that I never would have had otherwise. Harvey and I wrote a short
paper, and that undoubtedly helped me get accepted to the graduate schools where I
applied. Since then Harvey and Deah became lifelong friends. I saw him last in the
Provo Temple, also at Legacy Village, where (I think) he was living. I will miss him a
lot.
Kent Harrison

Kent Harrison - November 20, 2019 at 03:00 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Harvey Junior Fletcher.

November 20, 2019 at 11:56 AM

“

Frederick and Elizabeth Crook purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the
family of Harvey Junior Fletcher.

Frederick and Elizabeth Crook - November 19, 2019 at 06:47 PM

