Helene Haugan Manookin
November 12, 1923 - February 24, 2011

Helene Adele Haugan Manookin, beloved mother, grandmother, and friend, passed away
peacefully at her home February 24, 2011. She was born November 12, 1923 in Salt Lake
City, Utah, the eldest of four children born to Adele Bertelsen and John B Haugan. She
became the mother figure in her household at age 13 after her mother died, and was
instrumental in raising her siblings. Helene was an active member of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints throughout her life, and served in many callings and positions
in the wards and stakes where she lived. She married Robert P Manookin on May 11,
1951 in the Salt Lake Temple, and counted the four children from his previous marriage as
her own; she bore five children, making a blended family of nine siblings. She never
differentiated between or favored any of the children in the family, but loved all of them
alike.
Helene counted as among the highlights of her life the four LDS missions she served with
her beloved husband, in LDS Temples in New Zealand, Australia, and the Philippines, and
as proselyting missionaries in England. Her lifelong example of faith is summed up in her
motto, “The Lord is in charge.” She made friends and loving relationships wherever she
lived and served throughout the world, and cherished those friendships throughout her life.
Always willing to serve and give of herself, her circle of love extended to all around her,
whether lifelong friends, neighbors, or strangers. Her family and extended family has
always been precious to her.
One of Helene’s sisters (Betty), her brother (Johnny), her parents, and her husband
(Robert) preceded her in death. She is survived by her sister (Joy), her nine children –
Robert Jr (Shirley) Manookin, Jean (Ron) Garbett, David (Sharon) Manookin, Donald
Manookin, James (Irene) Manookin, Marie (Robert) Jensen, Richard (Ellen) Manookin,
Edward (Yvonne) Manookin, and Barbara Hill – and numerous grandchildren, greatgrandchildren, and several great-great-grandchildren, all of whom she was always very
proud.
Funeral services will be held at the Suncrest 2nd LDS Ward building, 140 N 400 W, Orem,
on Friday March 4, 2011 at 11:00 AM; friends and loved ones may also visit Berg Mortuary
in Provo, 185 E Center, Thursday March 3 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM, or Friday morning
between 9:30 and 10:45 AM at the Suncrest 2nd LDS Ward building, prior to the funeral

service. Condolences and expressions of feelings for Helene may also be expressed
online at www.bergmortuary.com. Interment will be at East Lawn Memorial Hills cemetery.
Helene’s family expresses heartfelt appreciation to the staff of Love Healthcare for their
dedication and caring service over the past many months of Helene’s declining health.
They say they aren’t supposed to have “favorites” but without exception, all of the aides,
nurses, counselors, and others of the staff who cared for Helene treated her as if she was
their own mother and grandmother, with exceptional tenderness, compassion, patience,
love, and dignity.

Events
FEB
4

Visitation 09:30AM - 10:45AM
Suncrest 2nd Ward Chapel
130 North 400 West, Orem, US

MAR
3

Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Berg Mortuary of Provo - East Room
185 East Center Street, Provo, UT, US, 84606

MAR
4

Interment
East Lawn Memorial Hills
4800 North 650 East, Provo, UT, US, 84604

MAR
4

Funeral Service

11:00AM

Suncrest 2nd Ward Chapel
130 North 400 West, Orem, US

Comments

“

It's been a long time since I've seen any of you but I still want to say "I'm sorry for
your loss". You're mother was a beautiful woman.
God Bless you all,
Connie Pfaff Lowe

Connie Pfaff Lowe - friend - March 05, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

You are both in our thoughts and prayers at this difficult time. Wish you the best.
Jeff & Peg

Jeff & Peg Bridge - Salt Lake City, UT - friends - March 03, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Jim, It sounds like your mom was a great lady--one I would love to know. I'm so sorry
to hear you have lost her company for a while--it's not easy. I hope you have lots of
great memories and loved ones to bring lean on. As I read the obituary, I thought a
book about your mom would be interesting and inspiring. Let me know when you
finish writing it. Condolences. Marlae

Marlae Rindlisbacher - Orem, UT - Friend - March 02, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Marie, I just saw your mother's obituary today in the paper. My condolences to you
and all your family. I don't know if you remember me or not as it's been many many
years. I spent a summer in the 60s with my grandparents, Henry & Ida Nelson. They
lived around the corner from your family in Provo. I remember spending time at your
house and admiring how well you played the violin. You may not have thought I
admired your talent, but I did. I've followed your father's music through the years and
have been happy that I had association with your family even if it was for such a
short time. Sincerely, Elaine Nelson Eddington

Elaine Eddington - Provo, UT - Friend of Marie - March 02, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Bob: I know you probably won't remember me, but I met your Dad & Mom at the
Provo Temple during the mid to late 1980's, and worked for U.S. Welding before
being recalled back to my regular job with the U.S. DOI
I did so enjoy working with your Dad in the sealing rooms, and still enjoy his music
and lyrics in the hymnals. Your Mother was a choice daughter of our Father in
Heaven and I'm sure that all who met her were blessed in one way or another. My
prayers are with you and your family through this period of mourning. May the Spirit
of Comfort be with you all and continue to bless your lives as your parents continue
to bless all who knew them.

Sid Lawrence - Friend of Robert Jr. - March 01, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I've missed Helene since I've been gone from Orem. She was a good neighbor and a
fun friend. A few days ago, I was going to write a letter to Helene to tell her that I
heard her son Robert's name on the radio. Robert was going to give a lecture at
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. It was exciting to hear his name. The Manookins
are special people to me.
It isn't easy to lose someone who's as special as Helene, and I'm sorry you have to
go through that. My sympathies.
Lois Chatfield

Lois - Las Vegas, NV - Friend, former neighbor - February 28, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

We have many happy memories of time spent with Helene (Nanna Nookin). We
treasure the friendship we shared with both Bob and Helene over many years. We
will miss her as a loved sister and Nanna. She was always a ray of sunshine
whenever we spent time together and many have been blessed because of her love
and service. Our love goes to each of her family, we are thinking of you all and regret
that we are not able to be with you at this time.
With love
Rebe and Anne (Temple View, New Zealand)

Rebe & Anne Mason - Hamilton - Friends - February 28, 2011 at 12:00 AM

