Ivan (Gene) Hansen
February 27, 1932 - May 17, 2013

Gene Hansen, age 81, died May 17th, 2013 in American Fork. He was born February 27,
1932 in Salt Lake City, Utah, the son of Ivan J. and Eleanor Cameron Hansen. Raised in
Whittier California, Gene developed an early love for learning, athletics and good music,
interests to which he devoted himself throughout his life.
He loved his family, his church, and his country. During and following the years of the
Korean War, he served as a commissioned officer in the United States Navy. He was a
member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and fulfilled many callings
therein including service as a teacher, as Bishop of the East Millcreek 4th Ward in Salt
Lake City, and as a High Councilor in both the East Millcreek and Ephraim Stakes.
He earned a B.S. degree from Brigham Young University, and an M.B.A. from Stanford
University. Following several years of private business experience, Gene began a 30 year
career in higher education. He held administrative and faculty positions at the University of
Utah and at Washington State University. For the 10 years prior to his retirement, he was
Vice President for Administrative Services and Treasurer of Snow College in Ephraim.
Gene met his beloved wife, Betty, in Washington D.C. during his service in the U.S. Navy.
They were married in the Manti Temple on November 5th, 1954. Together they raised 4
beautiful children and lived together in love for 44 years. Following their retirements they
spent several happy years together until Betty's death in 1998.
Gene is survived by his children: Deborah Jean (Mark) Plummer, Ephraim; Steven Kent
(Anita) Hansen, Sandy; Catherine Ann Shipley, Riverton; and Brenda Kay Hansen, Salt
Lake City; by 19 grandchildren, 24 great-grandchildren, and by his sister Nancy Anne
Judson, Orem.
Funeral services will be held at 12:00 p.m., Thursday, May 23, 2013 at the American Fork
14th Ward Chapel, 1100 East 400 North, American Fork, Utah. Friends may call at the
Berg Mortuary of Orem, 500 North State Street, Wednesday from 6-8:00 p.m. and at the

church Thursday from 11-11:45 a.m. prior to services. Interment, Orem City Cemetery.
Arrangements provided by Berg Mortuary, Provo, UT. Online condolences may be sent
through his obituary at http://www.bergmortuary.com/

Events
MAY
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Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Berg Mortuary of Orem
500 North State Street, Orem, UT, US, 84057

MAY
23

Visitation

11:00AM - 11:45AM

American Fork 14th Ward Chapel
1100 East (North County Boulevard) 400 North, American Fork, UT, US, 84003

MAY
23

Funeral Service

12:00PM

American Fork 14th Ward Chapel
1100 East (North County Boulevard) 400 North, American Fork, UT, US, 84003

MAY
23

Interment
Orem City Cemetery
1520 North 800 East, Orem, UT, US, 84097

Comments

“

II was unable to attend Gene's funeral as I am recovering from surgery. Gene was
kind enough to believe in and hire me at Snow College in 1983. Carol and I loved
Gene and Betty and lived near their home on Canyon Road. Gene was a patient
mentor to me as I broke into higher education. Thirty years have passed. But I am
still an educator! Thanks, Gene, for helping me find my life's work and myself. May
your family always be blessed. You lived we'll!

Neal Cox - Provo, UT - Colleague at Snow College - May 23, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

I had the privilege one Christmas of being a narrator with Bro. Hansen for our
Christmas sacrament meeting in the AF 14th ward. What an honor for me! He had a
remarkable voice and I could sit and listen to him for hours. I would have loved to
hear him sing. He was a quiet, humble, wonderful man and I feel blessed to have
known him.

Donna Gutierrez - American Fork, UT - Neighbor/ ward member - May 22, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

I love you grandpa and will miss you very much! You lived a great life and I'm grateful
for all my special memories with you and grandma-especially those in Ephraim, Utah.

Ruth Ann Perkins - Albany, NY - Granddaughter - May 22, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Debbie,
So sorry for your loss. Sounds like he was a man who accomplished much in his life.
It's never easy to lose a parent. With much sympathy for you and your family.
Steve and Kathy Frischknecht

Steve Frischknecht - Manti, UT - May 20, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

It was an honor to take care of you Dad. You were an inspiration to all of us as you
endured it well to the end. My heart is full of love and tenderness for you and I will
miss you terribly.
I always looked forward to the day during the week that we had lunch. That tradition
that we have kept up for 15 years will be sorely missed.
The brightest light in this loss is your reunion with Mom. I can only imagine the sheer
joy you felt when you saw her, and she you. What a celebration that must have been!
We will all be ok Dad. You taught us well and we are closer now as a family than we
have ever been. Working together to honor your wishes in your last days was a
blessing and privilege. Thank you for giving us that priceless gift.
I could not have asked for a better Father and friend.
I will try to make you proud and will miss you every day.
I love you so much!

Cathy Shipley - Riverton, UT - Daugher - May 19, 2013 at 12:00 AM

