James Duane Dudley
September 8, 1928 - January 11, 2021

Our father, James Duane Dudley, passed away peacefully due to old age Jan 11, 2021 at
92 years. Born September 8, 1928 in Twin Falls, Idaho to James Wesley Dudley and
Wanda Tippets, he lived a long full life.
As a boy raised in Pocatello, Idaho he had many adventures. He and a friend started a fire
in an old barn in their alley playing with a “cool” magnifying glass and the barn burned to
the ground. He learned not to steal from his mom when she made him drink all the food
coloring he thought was candy and hid in his pocket. In elementary school, he pinched his
teacher in an inappropriate spot because she was not wearing green on St Patrick’s Day.
He learned very quickly not to ever do that again. He was a very handsome young man
and was one of the star football players at Pocatello High School and was very popular for
his “Boogie Woogie” on the piano.
He served a mission for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in the Northern
States Mission. On his way home, he stopped to visit his sweetheart, Gayle Couch, and
ended up proposing. They were he married in the Idaho Falls Temple on September 6,
1950. Together they had five children and now have 25 grandchildren and 48 greatgrandchildren.
They started their marriage in Provo, Utah while earning his Bachelors of Science degree
at BYU in 1952. In 1953, they moved to Houston, Texas where he earned his M.A. in
Physics at Rice Institute. He then worked for a year at Hughes Aircraft in Los Angeles
before returning to school at the University of Utah to earn his PhD in Physics in 1959,
while living in Orem and teaching as an Assistant Professor of Physics at BYU in Provo,
Utah. After graduating, he accepted a job at Sandia Corp in Albuquerque, New Mexico for
2 years. While there, BYU offered him a teaching position in Provo starting in 1962; by
1968 he was promoted to full professor.
His greatest love and gift was teaching, and he taught at BYU for his entire career until he
retired in 1994. He took one sabbatical leave to work for Kaman Nuclear in Colorado

Springs, Colorado. This experience helped show him his real love was to teach. He had a
gift for music and specialized and did research in the physics of musical acoustics, and
presented papers to acoustical societies around the states and Europe. While teaching at
BYU he enjoyed working as Associate Director and Advisor for students in the Honors
Program. Another highlight was serving as Associate Director in the BYU Jerusalem
Center from November 1992 to May 1994.
His dedication and service to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was
profound. He served many years in student wards as bishop and stake president as well
as in our home stake. He was a great listener and had a gift for counseling, spending
many hours counseling students with their education and many more hours counseling
others in their testimonies and life challenges. He taught countless church lessons, and
many firesides and education weeks around the country, Hawaii, and Canada. He truly
believed his studies in the sciences proved there is a God and that this earth and the
heavens were created by Him. He was more than ready to share that testimony with
others.
He was actively involved in genealogy for most of his life. His favorite work, however, was
serving a mission with his wife in the church’s Family History Center, and continued that
service in the local Family History Center for years after.
He loved music and was an accomplished pianist, had a beautiful tenor voice and sang in
the Woodward Chorale for years; the highlight for him being the Messiah performed every
Christmas. At our family gatherings it was tradition for him to play his “Boogie Woogie”
while the family danced. He loved to laugh and had a great sense of humor. We had many
fun nights playing cards with many laughs, while he quietly won almost every game. He
loved movies and was on a committee to help choose appropriate movies to be shown in
the Varsity Theater. He was an avid reader and had an amazingly open mind and loved to
learn. For example, when asked about dinosaurs, his answer was “who knows but what
God was just having some fun!” Besides all this “he was just cute” (quoted by Gayle). His
last words to our mom were, “you are so beautiful”.
He is survived by his wife, Gayle Dudley of Provo; five children: Brooke Keith (Jeff), Cindy
Hafen, Becky Dudley, Allyson Riding (Ed), and Jim Dudley (Janine); his grandchildren and
great-grandchildren, and sister June Ellingson of Cedar City. He will be buried beside his
great-granddaughter who preceded him in death.
We are so grateful and give thanks to the many friends and neighbors who have reached
out and served and strengthened our family over the years, for there are too many to list.

We send out a special thank you to Suzanne, Morgan, Holly, the pastor, and others with
Utah Home Health who provided our dad the greatest and sweetest of care. We also
thank Legacy Village for their wonderful care, compassion and service during his last year
of life.
Those who wish to express condolences may do so online at www.bergmortuary.com.

Comments

“

Dear Gayle and Family,
I am so sorry to see him pass. I loved being in the Pleasant View 7th Ward while he
was the bishop. He was a great bishop and great man. He blessed our lives. Peace
and comfort be with you. Sincerely, Lawrence Wiedmann

Lawrence Wiedmann - January 20 at 12:16 AM

“

How do I begin to thank the Duane Dudley family? May each of you find comfort at
this time. I admired Dr. Dudley when I was a student at BYU. As I have associated
with many of the family and Duane and Gayle over the past many years as a dentist,
as a student of family history, I have felt your goodness and love. I too will miss
Duane. Thank you for the friendship, example of Christ-like living, and love! Albert
Clark

Albert Clark - January 16 at 01:37 PM

“

Dear family and friends of Mr. James Duane. It is moving that so many people loved
him. It is a bad thing but as a believer he sure knew about the hope God has given
human beings that have died and are dying. If we look in the Bible, the book of Acts,
chapter 24, verse 15. We read: “we have the hope, hope that these men also look
forward to, that there is going to be a resurrection” Everything God promises comes
true.
Sincerely,
Soni Andrea
sacmha0101es@gmail.com

Sonia Andrea - January 15 at 09:57 AM

“

Dear Gayle and family,
Sandy and I have a very fond memories of Duane. He was a great teacher for many
years in our high priests group. He was also a ready help in family history work. I
admired his versatility in playing the piano, something I struggled to do a little bit
again in my old age to little avail. A special memory was singing second tenor with
him in the Woodward Chorale—Gayle joining in too. Lots of hard work and joyous
laughter and camaraderie in our various groups of all the four parts next to each
other as Ralph directed us. Will we join in a choir hereafter? I hope so.
Love from Paul and Sandy Thomas

Paul Thomas - January 15 at 01:07 AM

“

Dearest Gayle, so sorry for the passing of Duane, but it did bring a smile to see that
sweet picture of an old (yes, that we are) friend! Sorry for knowing the loneliness I
have gone thru, just great that you've had so many years together. And we have had
so many good and fun times together, oh fun fun memories , like the sextet pic on the
old grand piano in Choir etc. You were such a "2-some" out on the dance floor, even
at the old 1st Ward on Sat. night! Just had my 90 BD in re-hab after a fall w/broken
hip. Doing well, learning to walk w/a walker and using a cane. by the way did you get
another class-mate's name from the paper, celebrating his 90th, a Doctor here in
Orem/Provo area? Dang, name must start with a B, sat close by in classes! few
months ago? Nuff of that, give me a call.....801 225 4339......Joan Brower Clawson,
Baum Blessings, Love Ya

JOAN Baum - January 14 at 02:29 PM

“

I remember when Duane Dudley was my bishop before I was to marry. He sat me
down and gave me some frank advice. I remember how real he was and also how
fun he was to talk to. I could tell he cared about me--just what I needed at the time.
How I love his wife and children. Allyson and I have been friends for years. I'm so
sorry about your loss but so grateful I was blessed by all of you! Much love and
blessings, Mindy (Madsen) Davis

Mindy Davis - January 14 at 11:45 AM

“

Dear Gayle and Family,
We returned to Provo and joined the physics department the same year that Duane
and Gayle did. It was immediately clear that we both loved physics, BYU, our families
and our faith. Duane had what to us was a quiet strength. He was not one to seek
the center of attention or to insist on the last word, but he was one who spoke
carefully and thoughtfully and deserved serious reflection on what he thought and
said.
Dear Gayle, our thoughts and prayers are of and for you and your children. You and
Duane have blessed our lives and we will be grateful forever. We know as you do,
that you will look forward to the day you will be together with Duane again. The
peace that will help you through this time of separation will come as you reflect on
the great plan of happiness and the love your Eternal Parents and the Savior have
for you.
We express our sympathy and love at this tender time, Carma and Jae

Jae R. and Carma F. Ballif - January 14 at 11:12 AM

“

Your family members have always been great neighbors, friends, class mates, dates
(all those cute blondes!), teachers and mentors. I always enjoyed hearing Brother
Dudley speak in church or elsewhere, knowing it would improve my mind and
outlook. Condolences and love, Dave Evans

David Evans - January 13 at 11:40 PM

“

Dear Dudley family, We have found memories of Brother Dudley while we were in
your ward. He always carried a smile on his face with a sincere heart. Sending you
sunshine and prayers in your sorrow of his passing.
Love,
Dennis and Isabella Ng

Isabella Ng - January 13 at 11:05 PM

“

Dear Gayle and family. One never knows quite what to say (even if one can empathize),
but to have known “Dud” even a little bit has been good. My understanding of Dud is his
truly loving nature and always with a twinkle is his eyes. To be around him was always to
feel welcomed and loved. I loved his laugh. I loved his music. I loved his calm.
Bobbie Z - January 14 at 11:41 AM

“

What a wonderful obituary! Our families have connections through the years, I think
it's great how, friendships, marriage and other things come about. We never know
who we touch in our lives but I know this man touched many and through him his
children have touched many as well. Wonderful family! May all the memories and the
knowledge of God's plan keep you smiling through this temporary parting. Reva
Liddiard-Bowen

Reva Bowen - January 13 at 11:37 AM

“

It is our privilege to know and love Duane and Gayle Dudley as special friends and
neighbors and Home Teachers and computer and genealogy enthusiasts and music
played and led with pizazz! Their enthusiasm for life has been infectious! Their love
and use of Priesthood power and lessons taught are GREAT examples of their faith
and knowledge of our Father's Grand Plan. THANK YOU for being a GRAND PART
of our lives for the past 21 years. Special love and affection, Bob Field, Parley and
Claire Field Petersen.

Claire C Field Petersen - January 13 at 07:19 AM

“

He was the best Bishop of the PV7th. One of the first oh its kind — singles ward. So
many great memories

Karen Hall - January 12 at 09:55 PM

“

I and my wife had the blessing of serving our mission with Duane and Gayle in the Salt
Lake Family History Mission. They were our leaders in the Missionary Training lab and we
learned to love them as dear friends. He was a good man and will be missed. My wife
passed away in 2016 and I know it is difficult to lose a loved one. I send my love and best
wishes to his dear Gayle.
Don Messick
Don A. Messick - January 13 at 04:30 PM

“

Lots of love to Sister Dudley and the family. Sister Dudley was one of my leaders in MIA
and I was good friends with Brooke. I thought and think the family is very kind and
wonderful. We Nielsons loved knowing you over the years. Noreen Nielson Astin
Noreen Astin - January 13 at 07:41 PM

“

Dear Gayle and family, although we are sad to see "Dud" leave us and move on, we know
he was received with open arms and joy by those gove before. I know my parents were
among those welcoming him as you and he welcomed them when they moved next door to
you in the 1960's.
We are so grateful for your love and friendship throughout all these years and express our
love and sympathy to you and look forward to when we will all be together again.
Ben, Josy and family
Josefine deHoyos - January 13 at 08:35 PM

“
“

So sorry to learn of this great man’s passing... prayers to Duster Dudley and family.
Karen Gardner Stewart - January 13 at 10:06 PM

Sending my love and sympathy to Gayle and family for the passing of your husband and
father. We enjoyed knowing all of you as neighbors and friends in the Pleasant View Ward.
May the Lord bless you with comfort and peace at this sad time.
Mignon Gallier
Mignon Gallier - January 13 at 10:45 PM

“

I have learn to love the Dudley' family, I moved in to Stadium Lane 1968 to go to BYU. One
of the classed I had to take was Physics, Duane was my teacher, amazing.
I served in a Family History for 14 years, he was a teacher. Amazing again. Gayle also was
in our class.
We will see him again. LaRita Evans
LaRita C. Evans - January 13 at 11:08 PM

“

Dear Dudley Family,
My sincere condolences at the passing of your dear husband, and father.

As a member of the BYU 51st Ward (singles), with Sanford Bingham as our Bishop, in the
late 1960's, I remember President Dudley's thoughtful, loving, direct, counsel and teachings
as I sat with him to receive a temple recommend.
I am grateful for this dear Priesthood leader- A most kind and gentle man. Truly Christ-like
in thought, in his desire to bless others, and in his demeanor.
May our Father in Heaven bless you with comfort, solace and peaceful hearts, and may he
assuage your sorrows as you contemplate a most joyous future reunion made possible
through our Father's great "Plan of Happiness."
With Affection,
George A Usher, Orem, Utah
George A Usher - January 25 at 02:47 PM

