James Elvin Jasper
September 8, 1929 - November 23, 2019

James Elvin Jasper passed away peacefully in his sleep on November 23, 2019 at the
age of 90. He was welcomed home by his Savior, his precious daughter Debi who
preceded him 39 years ago, and his beloved wife Mary who preceded him just earlier this
year. He was born September 8, 1929 in Goshen, Utah to James Percy and Norma Susan
Jasper. James, known to family members as Elvin, was the oldest of 11 children and was
raised in Payson, Utah. He married Deon Howard from Nephi, Utah in 1951. Together they
raised 5 wonderful children. They were later divorced. James met Mary Alice Nay and
they were married on May 12, 1980. She was the love of his life. They were sealed on
December 17, 1988 in the Provo Temple. Mary brought her 3 children to their marriage.
James got a job at Geneva Steel in 1950 and was drafted into the Army just after he and
Deon were married. He served in the Korean War from 1951 to 1953 and returned to his
job at Geneva after the war. He retired from Geneva after 32 years as train engineer.
James was known for his gardening ability. During the summer he could be found in the
garden which usually served the whole family and his neighborhood. James loved to fish
and hunt where he also created memories for the grandchildren. He loved to farm and
enjoyed raising horses, cattle and pigs. He was a faithful member of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints where he served in many callings, including Executive
Secretary in the bishopric of his ward. He and Mary served as the leaders for the Family
Home Evening group for the elderly ladies in the ward for over 20 years. This was by far
his favorite calling! He and Mary loved serving "their little ladies". James and Mary have
resided at the Beehive Home of Provo for the last 8 years. Our family's appreciation for
the kindness, love and dignity shown to them by the employees there is so great. It truly
has been "Home" for them. James is preceded in death by both parents, his dear wife,
Mary Alice Nay Jasper; daughter, Debra Kuhni (Ken); step-daughter, Diane Stoker; stepson, David Peterson and siblings Ronald Jasper, Joyce Vigil, Dorothy Sawyer, and Janice
Westphal. He is survived by his children Randy Jasper (Bethene), Boyce (Nan), Jan
Hopkins (Jon) and Terry (Jackie); 70 grandchildren and great grandchildren, and siblings
Chad Jasper, Jerry Jasper, Reverl Jasper, Jack Jasper, Boyd Jasper, and Mary Rupper.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Saturday, November 30, 2019 at the Berg

Drawing Room Chapel, 185 E. Center Street, Provo, Utah. The family will receive friends
from 9:30-10:45 a.m. prior to services. Interment, Payson City Cemetery. Condolences
may be expressed at www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

So sorry to.hear of James passing..i am happy he is now with Mary who,he missed
so much..i,loved caring for both of them and hearing their life stories..he was a great
man..much love and prayers to,his family.

Paige steele - November 30, 2019 at 09:59 AM

“

I'm sorry to read of the passing of your father. I worked on the locomotives that he
operated at Geneva Steel and had the opportunity to talk with him occasonally. He
was one of the good guys. I'm sure he will be missed by many more than you'll ever
know. Your in our thoughts and prayers.
Sincerely,
Rod Engle

Rod Engle - November 28, 2019 at 01:01 PM

“

Rod,I remember hearing wonderful stories about my Dad and all the guys he worked with.
Dad enjoyed all of you. I would love to hear more stories of him if you have any. Thank you
for caring and taking the time to share your thoughts. I'm his youngest Daughter, Jan.
Jan J Hopkins - January 24 at 08:51 PM

“

Be My Love Bouquet with Red Roses was purchased for the family of James Elvin
Jasper.

November 27, 2019 at 12:07 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of James Elvin Jasper.

November 27, 2019 at 10:57 AM

“

Elvin's grandfather was my father's half brother and left the UK 3 years before my
father, the youngest child of the second family, was born so they never met. Many
years later Elvin's brother Ron and I started writing to each other and were very close
until Ron's death.
When I visited Ron in 1996 and met Elvin for the first time he was on a ladder picking
peaches. He came down and presented me with the most beautiful peach I have
ever tasted saying "I know who you are, a real Jasper the dang spit of Aunt Edith" .
Later in the visit we went to dinner with Elvin and Mary and on discovering i was
vegetarian and had been all my life he made sure I got to taste all the wonderful
vegetables and fruit from his garden. He always called me his little vegetarian. Now
he has gone to heaven and I'm sure God will have a more beautiful garden now that
Elvin is there to tend it.
Xarifa Cooper nee Jasper (Wales UK)

Xarifa Cooper - November 27, 2019 at 06:48 AM

“

It is interesting how one learns about heritage. Elvin, my Uncle Jim, was related to me in
two different ways. He was my uncle by marriage, his wife, Aunt Mary Alice, was my dad's
sister. He was also related to me on my mom's side of the family. Uncle Jim and my
grandpa (Eugene Pulver, my mom's dad) were cousins. I dont remember if they were 1st or
2nd cousins, and they were good friends. Many years ago, my grandpa told me how they
were related and that grandpa and his wife still went over and visited with Uncle Jim and
Aunt Mary Alice. I remember, when I was younger, seeing Uncle Jim and Aunt Mary Alice
at both the Pulver family reunions and at the Nay family reunions. I thought it was kind of
weird but cool that I got to see them attend both reunions. He was a good man. I never saw
Uncle Jim's garden, but if it was anything like my grandpas, I'm sure it was amazing. And
now with both in heaven, I am sure the gardens are greener.
Jessica Potts (USA)
Jessica Potts - November 30, 2019 at 03:08 PM

“

Aunt Xarifa, I love hearing about our family. My Dad thought you were very special and
enjoyed his time with you. I miss him so much! but hearing everyone stories makes me so
happy and more grateful he was my Dad. Love you
Jan J Hopkins - January 24 at 08:54 PM

