Jerry Alvin Partridge
October 24, 1939 - April 21, 2021

Jerry Alvin Partridge passed away April 21, 2021 in Provo, Utah after a long illness. He is
survived by his wife, Dixie Lee Henderson; children: Kimberly Partridge (and Michael)
Morris, Darcy D. (and Jodi) Partridge, Lezlee M. Partridge, Karen R. Partridge Matthews,
Tyler A. (and Ariel) Partridge, Justin J. Partridge; sister, Linda Partridge Currey. The
couple has 13 grandchildren and one great grandchild, and are grateful to have enjoyed
living near them for the few years preceding Jerry’s passing.
Jerry was born to Alvin Partridge and Doris Shelman Partridge October 24, 1939, and
grew up on a farm near Springfield, Idaho. He enjoyed farming with his father and Uncle
Donald. Donald and Colleen Shelman, on a neighboring farm, were like second parents to
him.
He met Dixie Lee Henderson at BYU in 1961; they married in 1963 in the Idaho Falls
Temple. In 1965 they moved to Richland, WA, where all six children were born. In the
early 1980s his childhood best friend, Lyle Sasser, moved nearby, and Jerry enjoyed that
friendship for many more years.
An interest in chemistry developed at a young age, and became Jerry's career after
college. He received his PhD in Inorganic Chemistry from BYU. He was successful in
research chemistry all his working years, receiving several patent awards before retiring in
2001. His farming background led to an interest in cultivation and gardening; their large
yard in Richland over years was lined with grape vines, fruit trees, berry bushes and a
variety of other produce. For some years he also took up beekeeping with his children.
An active member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints all his life, he served
in many callings; the latest, with his wife, as officiators and ordinance workers for 11 years
in the Richland, WA temple.
Jerry was known for a quick wit and sense of humor, was beloved by his family and
friends, and admired by many co-workers.

A live stream of Jerry’s services can be viewed at 11:00 a.m., Saturday, May 1, 2021
through the following link: https://youtu.be/j_qQQTjwaDY. Condolences may be expressed
to the family at http://www.bergmortuary.com.

Comments

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Jerry Alvin Partridge.

April 29 at 03:17 PM

“

Dear Dixie and family:
I was saddened to learn of the passing of your father, grandfather, and husband.
Except for Dixie, you family members will not know me. I had a long and pleasant
acquaintance with Jerry at BYU and visited him and Dixie in Richland a number of
times. I was Jerry's mentor at BYU while he was working on his Ph.D. degree under
my direction. We were close and together published several excellent papers. He
was a super student and a good friend.
Jerry had a great sense of humor and enlivened the lab with his comments and
thoughts. I remember his interest in bees. Our visits in Richland usually included
"bee" stories. We also talked about chemistry, a subject we both enjoyed. I was close
to my students and enjoyed our visits.
I wish you all the best. Dixie, you are a fine poet. I have always enjoyed our time
together. May the good Lord bless and comfort all of you in this time of need.
Reed M. Izatt

Reed M Izatt - April 28 at 02:02 PM

“

So good to hear from you Dr. Izatt. Jerry had great fondness and admiration for you! He
looked so youthful for so many years, I really didn't expect him to predecease me. But
family is saving me. We moved to Provo in 2015 due to Jerry needing constant care and
most of our children living in Utah county after their BYU graduations. Thank you for your
expressions here.
Dixie P.
Dixie Partridge - April 29 at 10:20 PM

“

Dear Dixie and family,
Brent and I were saddened to hear of Jerry's passing. We appreciate Jade for contacting
Jerry Lee so he could let us know.
We have thought of both of you often. It was so wonderful to see both of you and meet
some of your children at your mother's funeral. We wish the world was in a different
situation so we could be with you today and give you a hug!
I have such wonderful memories of you and your siblings spending Sunday afternoons at
our house in Afton visiting with Gram Henderson. We all have a great heritage!
We were impressed by Jerry's accomplishments that were mentioned by his children during
his service. Many we did not know about, for example, we knew about his bee keeping but
not that he liked to build rockets!
Dixie, your children shared such loving remarks about their parents and your family life.
You have a wonderful family! Their musical numbers were beautiful! What a treasured
family you have raised during this earthly sojourn and for eternity!

Love & hugs, Brent & Pat Wadsworth & family
Pat Wadsworth - May 01 at 07:43 PM

“

So good to hear from you!! Thank you for your comments, and for sharing. Family has
saved me many times in the past few years, and continues to do so.
I talk with Eldona by phone now and then; she's been a wonderful support.
Dixie P. - May 02 at 02:16 PM

