John Brown
January 31, 1917 - December 24, 2011

John Charl Brown passed away on December 24, 2011. He is survived by those he loved:
his bride of 65 years, Kay, their three children: Charles Brown (Laura-deceased, Lynn) of
Severna Park, MD, Glen Brown (Kathy) of Layton, UT and Karen Evans (Randy) of Orem,
UT along with 18 grandchildren and 29 great-grandchildren. His family was his greatest
accomplishment, the source of his happiness and his hope for eternity.
Charl was born in Grantsville, UT on January 31, 1917 where he learned his life-long work
ethic laboring many hours on the family farm. He was the eldest child and only son of
John Charles Brown and Eva Marie Jacobson and brother to four surviving sisters: Una
Jean Perkins (Clyde) of St. George, VeOla Dudding (Earl-deceased) of Bountiful, RaeNee
Russell (Sterling) of Corvallis, OR, Marlene McBride (Brian) of Millbrae, CA and a fifth
sister Neva Martin (Gene-deceased) who preceded him in death.
Life on the farm gave focus to his future. His education in agriculture at Brigham Young
University (BYU) and Utah State landed him a job in Washington, D.C. where he met
Kathryn Bennett. They were engaged when he enlisted in the Army to serve during World
War II in Europe. Charl managed to mingle his military duties, such as fighting the Battle of
Remagen Bridge, with courting Kay via long love letters filled with poetry. They were
married soon after his return and sealed later in the Salt Lake Temple.
The PhD Charl earned in chemistry and agriculture at Michigan State launched his life's
work in soil and plant science at the U.S. Department of Agriculture in Beltsville, MD.
Through hard work, scientific integrity and proven research practices, he became a world
renowned soils scientist, publishing hundreds of articles and many books on his expertise
of iron deficiency in plants. His body of research, shared freely throughout the world, has
boosted the worldwide farming economy, enhanced the health of adults and children
around the globe and influenced the work of countless agricultural scientists. The quality
and quantity of his work were recognized by the U.S. Government's award of Superior
Service. His name hangs in BYU's Hinckley Center as a Distinguished Alumnus, in part,
for his contribution of twelve years of post-retirement "volunteer" service to BYU's

agriculture department.
Charl also gave a life of faithful service to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
Whether his assignment was temple worker, priesthood leader or sacrament meeting
greeter, the evidence of his commitment to Christ was the warm smile, the kind word and
the friendly handshake he extended to everyone he sought to serve.
He was a builder. Charl built a chapel for worship, light chambers for scientific
experiments, flower beds for beauty and family rooms for fun. He loved building with
concrete – driveways, drains, plant borders and sidewalks. He was also a builder of
people, quietly going about assisting careers, promoting faith, encouraging hope and
strengthening testimony. Most importantly, Charl and Kay were united in building a loyal
and faithful family. No matter what else he is remembered for, his family will remember him
as "Dad" and "Grandpa". The family children will remember him baiting their fish hooks,
bouncing them on his knee and singing the "boo-giddy-boo" song. They will remember
family prayer, family home evenings, family reunions, and letters that always ended with
the words "Keep Smiling!" We will dad. We will grandpa…'til we meet again.
The family wishes to extend special thanks for the compassionate care and service
provided to their parents - especially neighbors and ward members.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 am on Saturday, December 31, 2011 at the
Stonewood 2nd Ward Chapel, 575 S. 400 W. Orem, UT. A viewing will be held Friday from
6:00-8:00 pm at Berg Mortuary, 185 E. Center St. Provo, UT and at the church on
Saturday morning from 9:30-10:45 am. Interment: Provo City Cemetery. Online
condolences may be sent through his obituary on http://www.bergmortuary.com.

Events
DEC
30

Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Berg Mortuary of Provo
185 East Center Street, Provo, UT, US, 84606

DEC
31

Interment
Provo City Cemetery
610 South State Street, Provo, UT, US, 84606

DEC
31

Visitation

09:30AM - 10:45AM

Stonewood 2nd Ward Chapel
575 South 400 West, Orem, UT, US, 84058

DEC
31

Funeral Service

11:00AM

Stonewood 2nd Ward Chapel
575 South 400 West, Orem, UT, US, 84058

Comments

“

I always appreciated the love and kindness that Charl gave freely to me. His
commitment, humor, generosity and love for Sizzler's malibu chicken was truly
unforgettable. Wishing the Brown family peace and comfort from their treasured
memories of Charl.

Emily - Salt Lake, UT - February 09, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dearest Charlie and family,
We all strive to leave something behind to which we can be proud. It is more than
obvious that your mom and dad did that in you with the character and kindness you
share w/ others. My thoughts and prayers are with you and if I can borrow from your
dad - keep smiling! Shawn

Shawn Hinely - Baden , MD - January 03, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

To Charlie and family
You have my deepest condolencence,youer Father was obvious a great man.
Harvey

Harvey Dorsey - Landover, MD - January 03, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I have been so blessed to have had such an amazing Grandpa. Not many people
can say they had 32 years with there Grandpa and fortunately i can. I have so many
wonderful memories with him and am so grateful to be apart of such a loving family.

Tom Brown - Gilbert, AZ - grandfather - January 01, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dr. Brown, along with his partner Dr. Jolley, was my first professional mentor. He
didn't say much, but simply lead by example of hard work and dedication. I admired
him very much for his selfless work and I aspired to be like him because of the man
and scientist that he was when I knew and worked with him (1988-1990). One funny
memory was that I used to try to beat him into the lab, but it just seemed like he
always got there earlier than I no matter how early I got to campus--it was like he
knew exactly what time I would arrive and he would beat me by at least a few
minutes. I think I was trying to impress him. :)

Bryan G. Hopkins - Provo, UT - student - December 31, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Brown Family; We will not be able to attend the funeral but want you to know
that your loss is also our loss. Your recent Christmas Card did indicate that this event
might be near. We have always loved Charl and had great respect for him. He was
known world-wide for hs science, but carried that knowledge with dignity and
humility. He was always a friend under all circumstances. One could sense his love
and concern for you in your most simple of conversations. May God's most choice
blessings be with each of the extended Brown family is our most humble wish and
prayer. Love, Grant and Gayle Vest

Grant and Gayle Vest - Providence, UT - Friend - December 31, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to the Brown's Family. We are confident that God will give you
and your family comfort and peace during this time of sorrow. Nydia & Carlos

Nydia & Carlos Ocasio - Hyattsville, MD - Friend of son - December 30, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

After reading Charl's Obituary, I had to write a short message. Please accept my
deepest and sincerest sympathy for you and your family in your bereavement.

Donna Tessier - Upper Marlboro, MD - Co-worker/MNCPPC/Fleet Office - December 30, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Glen and Kathy,
We send our condolences and love to you at this time. When our parents pass away
it always leaves a vacancy in one's life, no matter the age of the surviving siblings.
Arthur Ashe stated that true heroism "is not the urge to surpass all others at
whatever the cost but the urge to serve others at whatever the cost." It seems the life
of Glen's father fits that definition.

Galen and Annice NIxon - West Point, UT - Friends - December 29, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Stephen Covey said "To touch the soul of another human being is to walk on holy
ground," and my grandpa did that. I love you grandpa.

Paul Brown - Layton, UT - Grandson - December 28, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

What a sweet man. What else can one say except the world seems a little less bright
this season without uncle Charl. He will be missed.

Jerri (Martin) Hubbert - Los Lunas, NM - Uncle - December 28, 2011 at 12:00 AM

