Joseph Morrison Simmons
September 5, 1982 - August 6, 2019

On August 6, 2019 Joseph Morrison Simmons passed away after bravely fighting for over
a decade to free himself from the disease of opiate addiction, which began with a car
accident, back injury, surgery and prescription opioids. He was 36 years old.
We love Joseph fiercely and will deeply miss his goodness and light. Those who knew him
well were blessed to experience the true expanse of his love and acceptance of others.
Joseph was born on September 5, 1982 in Madison, Wisconsin, when his parents, Dan
and Trudy Simmons, were both graduate students. He has two sisters, Meredith (Bryant)
Salmon and Amber (Lance) Hershey, nephews Caden, Jack, and Brock and nieces Ruby
and Kate, and his beloved Shiba Inus, Maynard and Sage.
Joseph loved and greatly admired his grandparents, Theron and Katherine Woods and
Paul and Virginia Simmons, of the “Greatest Generation,” whom he was privileged to know
well, and who loved and admired him equally in return. Joseph graduated from Timpview
High School in Provo, where he played football and participated in band, choir and drama.
Joseph graduated from the University of Utah with a degree in Communications and Print
Journalism, was a returned missionary from the Switzerland-Geneva Mission of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and an advocate for Utah Public Lands.
Additionally, Joseph was deeply committed to the recovery community and sought to help
others with their own battles.
Joseph loved being with family and friends, listening to music, cheering for the Utah Jazz
and Boston Red Sox, reading, filmmaking, camping, fishing, skiing, and especially playing
golf.
A memorial service and celebration of Joseph’s life will be held at 11:30 a.m. on Saturday,
August 17, 2019 at 3333 North Highway 40, Heber City, Utah, with a luncheon to follow.
We invite friends and family to attend. As per Joseph’s request, his body will be cremated
and there will be no viewing. Condolences may be expressed at http://www.bergmortuary.

com.
The family thanks everyone who has shown kindness and love to Joseph and looks forwar
d to greeting them at his memorial service.
In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to Volunteers of America (VOA) to help peopl
e in addiction recovery, or bring a donation for a VOA collection basket at Joseph’s servic
e. The VOA would be most grateful for in-kind and monetary donations. Lists of needed ite
ms can be found at https://www.voaut.org/in-kind or purchased on line and sent to them at
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/26RVC5Z0T5MEC?&sort=default.
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Comments

“

I loved Joseph so much! I remember having nights where we’d plan to watch snl or
John Oliver and just playing with Maynard and sage! We’d listen to “Hamilton “ in his
car and he was obsessed with the jazz. I actually began loving basketball because of
him!He was so smart and really dedicated to getting his degree, and i was so
impressed with his dedication!
Joseph really fought hard! I didn’t know he passed till two weeks after the funeral. My
brother passed a few weeks before him so i hadn’t reached out! I miss him so much!
He always made sure everyone around him was ok! I will always love him and i am
so sorry to his family for their loss! Please let me know if i can do anything for you!
Love, Brooke

Brooke Morgan - May 07, 2020 at 06:54 PM

“

My heart is so broken to hear this news. Joseph, a beloved client of mine, was
someone whose spirit deeply touched and moved my heart. Such a rare and
precious gem of a man; the depth of his heart and the brightness of his light was
something truly of a gift to me, the other clients, and to this world. To think that his
light and heart are not here where we so desperatly need men just like him, brings
such deep sadness. I feel so deeply sorry to you his family and friends, for I can only
imagine what a profound loss you must feel. And to Joseph, thank you for touching
me with your spirit You will never be forgotten. You are my hero.

LL - August 17, 2019 at 09:37 PM

“

Joseph and I were roommates in the MTC before heading over to France and
Switzerland. He was a great source of strength for all of us there who were getting
used to the idea of being on a mission. His humor, thoughtful empathy and
kindhearted friendship helped me through those early MTC days and I will always be
grateful that our paths had crossed then. Since then, I’ve had the occasion to visit
the MTC several times for work and have been pleased to see a picture from his
missionary days in Switzerland hanging in those same halls where we met, learned
and grew up for a little while. He will be missed.

Jason Wadsworth - August 16, 2019 at 05:12 PM

“

Dear Simmons Family, we know all too well about this great loss of yours. Joe was
such an amazing person with such a kind and generous heart. I feel so privileged to
have known him and to have served with him on Sobriety Foundations Board. He
tried so hard to live a sober life. Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this time of
grieving. Please do not ever hesitate to call if you are ever in need of
anything......Mike and Susan Peterson

Susan Peterson - August 12, 2019 at 08:23 PM

“

Dear Family of Joseph, My thoughts and prayers are with you. Thank you for sharing
a trial that many of us have in common. I too lost a son to the same plaque, Which
also started do to a auto accident that was treated with opioids. We shared a similar
path for about thirteen years. May you have the peace and love of our Heavenly
Father at this time. The loss is great, they are such wonderful children of our
Heavenly Father. So Christlike in so many ways. Love to all. KayLynn White

KayLynn White - August 12, 2019 at 01:21 PM

“

We send our love to you all at this time. I am so grateful for your courage and
advocacy in identifying opioid addiction as a disease that Joseph fought bravely. This
is so important for others to recognize addiction as a disease. Thank you! I
remember Joseph speaking to Chris and I at our house about his efforts and I could
feel his strength! Love Ramona and Chris Cutri

Ramona Cutri - August 12, 2019 at 01:27 AM

“

Dear Simmons Family,
I didn’t know Joseph, but wish I had because of the things you chose to share about
him. It sounds as if he spent much of his life being a devoted family member but just
as importantly, a part of the recovery efforts in the area. Thank you for your honesty.
Your courage in sharing his struggles may very well help another person, even just
one, who is trying to break away from the cycle of addiction. Joseph died much too
soon, and no doubt left a trail of broken hearts and dreams over many years. You are
survivors yourselves.
Your sharing is appreciated deeply.
“We are all in the same boat on a stormy sea, and we owe each other a terrible
loyalty.” G. K. Chesterton

Sherry McMullin - August 12, 2019 at 12:49 AM

“

Dan and Trudy: It was good to see Dan briefly at Becka Jackson's funeral. So sorry
that another has come along for you so soon. We remember Joseph as a great
young man in the ward and it is sad to see him pass while still young. Thanks for
sharing his battle with the opioid plague and his efforts to help others resist or
overcome the dependence.
Love, from Lee and Gayle Farnsworth

Lee and Gayle Farnsworth - August 11, 2019 at 11:37 PM

“

Joseph was someone who accepted and loved everyone. Since meeting him in
recovery, he’s been a guiding light in my life and recovery and that will NEVER
change! We texted often, up to a couple days before his passing.
His contributions and insight were always based from a heart full of love and not
judgment. His life was a great story, good and sad, but he told it proudly. There was
never a story I didn’t want to hear and he listened to every story anyone told.
Humorous and devoted to his recovery, his passing is not a failure, but a recognition
of the disease. He believed in everyone, loved all and judged none.
His life is already dearly missed, but his soul will shine forever. I know that. It doesn’t
help the pain, but gives relief.
Joseph, my friend, you will always be the angel on my shoulder as with everyone you
touched.
Peace and rest well my friend.
You are loved and missed.
Keith

Keith Koller - August 11, 2019 at 05:39 PM

“

I was honored to know and work with Joseph. His dedication, love, and
understanding to those in treatment has moved so many people. We will miss his big
heart, hard work and blue eyes.
The picture I’m sharing was from last Thursday at our employee team building
activity. Joseph was blind folded and the ladies above helped to lead him across the
wood beams.
-We will miss you so much

Colene Ashcraft - August 10, 2019 at 07:25 PM

“

Although I am Joseph’s cousin, I did not know him cause of geographical distance, Mom
Trudy & I close as kids; I am touched deeply by his battle as so many battle the same, my
heart goes out to his family and friends who will miss him so. love
Greg Wall - August 11, 2019 at 09:23 AM

“

I was blessed to have worked with Joseph on his journey. We shared many ups & downs,
but was always touched with his compassion for others and his search for peace. It was
always sincere and earnest. Our journey expanded to the golf course and the metaphor for
life that the game represented. I miss him
Sam Robinson - August 11, 2019 at 12:50 PM

“

Dan, this is just so, so sad. Please accept our condolences.
Jane Allen and Mark Doman
Jane Allen - August 12, 2019 at 08:35 AM

“

Dear Simmons Family,
It is sad to loose a loved one. You already have suffered so much
seeing him trapped in something that one time helped him so
much. He is a son of God and nobody understood him better
than his Father in Heaven and his brother Jesus Christ. You will
be facing sadness because he is not here with all of you, but do
not miss the comfort of the Holy Ghost, because he will be very
close to you comforting you for some time until you are more
ready to go forward. You are in my prayers.
Love you,

Daisy Jimenez
Daisy Jimenez - August 13, 2019 at 04:45 PM

“

Dear Dan and Trudy,
We were saddened to learn of the passing of your beloved son.
May peace that surpasses all understanding” bevuours today and in the weeks to come.
You are in our thoughts and prayers!
Karen and Brent Stewart
Brent and Karen Stewart - August 14, 2019 at 07:11 PM

