Josephine Wagstaff Wentz
November 10, 1927 - November 29, 2020

Josephine Wagstaff Wentz returned to her heavenly home on Sunday, November 29,
2020. She was born November 10, 1927 in Kamas, Utah to Albert Leland and Josephine
Smith Wagstaff, the fifth of six children. She was raised on the family dairy farm (Wagstaff
Meadows) in Kamas. She graduated from South Summit High School and attended
Brigham Young University where she graduated with a bachelor's degree in education
(1950) and later a master's degree (1965).
She married Edward Bruce Wentz in September 1949 in the Salt Lake City LDS Temple.
Together they built a home in the Grandview area of Provo where they raised their three
daughters: Mary, Christine, and Diane. Bruce passed away in 1960.
Jo taught school in the Alpine School District for 33 years. She was active in professional
organizations, AAUW, and the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers. She often opened her
home to nieces, nephews and others when they needed a place to call home. She was a
shining example of Christ-like love and service as she served her family, her friends, and
neighbors.
She was a devout member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints where she
served in many positions. During a job swap to Hawaii she opened her home to many
missionaries, two of whom became her "sons" - Dan Potter and Roger Ogzewalla. Jo
served a full-time mission in San Diego, California and several service missions in the
Provo area. She devoted many years to doing genealogy, family history and serving in the
Provo LDS Temple.
She is preceded in death by her husband Bruce, her parents, her siblings and two of her
grandsons. She is survived by her daughters Mary Scott, Christine (Wayne) Wayas and
Diane Wentz. She has 12 grandchildren, 29 great-grandchildren and one great-great
grandchild.
At this time we, as a family, wish to thank the staff at Cove Point assisted living for the

care and love that they gave to our mother during the last years of her life.
Josephine will be interred in the Provo City cemetery where there will be a private
graveside service for immediate family. A celebration of her life will be scheduled for some
time in 2021. If you wish to honor her now, please donate to a charity of your choice in her
name. Condolences may be expressed to the family at www.bergmortuary.com.

Comments

“

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family of Josephine Wagstaff Wentz.

December 05, 2020 at 02:59 PM

“

Mrs. Wentz, as I knew her, was my 4th grade teacher at Cascade Elementary. I
always thought of her as one of my favorite teacher. She taught with Mrs. Valentine
and Mrs. Jorgenson. I'm now 61 yrs old but your mother had a great influence on
many of her students. God bless you now as you mourn her loss.

Chris Lee Pyne - December 05, 2020 at 08:19 AM

“

I loved going to Mary Louise's home. I went to school with Mary from 3rd grade to
highschool. I love Mrs. Wentz she was an example of a true faithful women.
I know she will be missed.
KayLynn Hone Kay

KayLynn Hone Kay - December 05, 2020 at 12:05 AM

“

Wow there are so many memories of Sister Wentz. I remember going to your house
every morning before school and how kind you mother always was to me even
though I was a little different. She was a very caring woman to her children's friends.
I know my own mother felt supported by Sister Wentz when my dad died. Sister
Wentz didn't complain about her situation. She just courageously moved forward and
showed confidence being the widowed mother of her three girls. There was never a
question but that she could handle any problem. I loved meeting at her home with
our girlfriends. And I was so grateful for her presence at my own mother's graveside
service. She was such a kind friend. God bless her and all of you girls. Thank you all
for being a friend to the children on the street. Lots of love, Melissa Ethington

Melissa Ethington - December 04, 2020 at 10:47 PM

“

Mary, Christine and Diane, I love your Angel Mother. I was 13 years old when I
moved to Grandview, just a year after your Father's passing, and became acquainted
with your Mother and you beautiful girls. I always remember her sweet smile and the
love she shared with me on so many wonderful occasions during the last 59 years.
Kristy (Martin) and I still live in Grandview and our most recent contact with your
Mother was when Kristy's Aunt Marilyn stayed at Cove Point for a week or two in
June before her passing. We saw and visited with your Mother every day during
those days. She was always so happy and loving and was so excited to see us and
visit with us. I have so many tender memories from those years we spent together in
Grandview and the lessons she taught and the tender feelings she always blessed
me with. She is at the top of my list of Mother figures who have blessed my life so
much. Her positive influence continues to bless my life and the life of our family. I will
miss her greatly! Kristy and I express our love and condolences to each of you and
your families. She is a valiant Daughter of God. so prepared to move forward to the
Spirit World and walk hand in hand with your Father through the eternities, I so
cherish the thought that all of us will join her someday in that wonderful realm and
enjoy her tender love and association once again. Love John & Kristy Lamb

John Lamb - December 04, 2020 at 03:47 PM

“

I lived by Jo for 60 years. She was my dear friend and neighbor. she was always
welcoming and we loved to visit. She has been there for our family whenever she
could be of help. I loved her and will be looking for my friend on the other side of the
vail.
-Lela Aston -

Lela S Aston - December 04, 2020 at 02:35 PM

“

Mary, Chris and Diane, I am so sorry for the loss of your Mom. The time that I spent
in your home playing the piano and visiting are some of the best memories of my life.
I wish I could have been to the graveside to see you all. May God bless each of you.

Al Miller - December 04, 2020 at 12:39 PM

“

I remember her from my very early childhood. I know that Jo and my Mom were
friends. I remember when she lost Bruce. I admire the courage she had to raise the
girls by herself. She was always very kind to me. I have thought of her often.

Jude Price - December 04, 2020 at 04:19 AM

