Joshua Von Holdaway
May 22, 1973 - February 12, 2016

Joshua Von Holdaway, 42, passed away Friday, February 12, 2016 after a long battle with
drug and alcohol addiction. Joshua was born May 22, 1973, in Provo, Utah to Dennis
Frank and Carol Dexter Holdaway. He grew up in Orem and later graduated from Orem
High School. He served a faithful LDS mission to the Charlotte, North Carolina Mission. It
was there that he met his future wife, Karen Shelton. Together they had 3 children. They
later divorced. He then married Jennifer Millett and they had a daughter together. They
later divorced.
Joshua always loved to figure out how things worked. From a young age, he would take
apart anything he could get his hands on which helped him later on in life when he
became an amazing mechanic. He also spent many years as a guard at the Utah State
Prison. Toward the end of this life, he worked at Traco Manufacturing. He loved the
company and the people he worked with. Joshua made friends everywhere he went
because he was the kind of guy that would do anything for anyone. Despite his struggles,
Joshua’s testimony of the Gospel of Jesus Christ never wavered.
Joshua leaves behind his four children: Hannah (Reyvin) Siegel, Taylor, Blake, and
EmmaGrace; mother, Carol; brothers, Paul (Alyson), Robert (Jacki), and Seth (Melissa);
many aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, nephews, and friends and his dog Laverne. He was
preceded in death by his father, Dennis Frank Holdaway and cousin, Michael Fackrell.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Friday, February 19, 2016 at the Cascade 7th
Ward Chapel, 400 East 400 North, Orem, Utah. Friends may call at the Berg Mortuary of
Orem, 500 North State Street, Thursday, from 6-8:00 p.m. and at the church Friday, from
10-10:45 a.m. prior to services. Interment will be at the Orem City Cemetery. Condolences
may be extended to the family at http://www.bergmortuary.com.
Should friends desire, contributions to Joshua’s memorial fund can be made online at gofu
ndme.com/dbsk4fzg
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Comments

“

I remember seeing my dad(josh) every weekend he made me laugh so hard. One
time we shot a rocket off in my back yard and we never found it. It was so funny.
Sometimes we would lay on my tramp and just look at the clouds. I miss him saying I
was his hero and that he loved me. He is missed very much.
Love
His beautiful daughter Emma

EmmaGrace Joldaway - July 13, 2016 at 04:28 PM

“
“

“

Emma I ment holdaway
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was his hero and that he loved me. He is missed very much.
Love
His beautiful daughter Emma

EmmaGrace Joldaway - July 13, 2016 at 04:28 PM

“

I met Josh on our missions in Winston-Salem, NC. We were in the same district and
he and his companion shared covering the same ward with my companion and I. My
companion and I loved serving with Josh and his comp. We all became friends and
kept in touch through the years. Josh was always cracking jokes and trying to get us
to smile when we were down about something in the mission field, and liked to make
others feel comfortable with whatever the situation was. Will miss you Josh. Love to
your family still here.

Rebecca Chamberlain Savage - March 01, 2016 at 05:29 PM

“

Terri, Deedee, Sandy, John, Elaine and families purchased the Sweet Tenderness for
the family of Joshua Von Holdaway.

Terri, Deedee, Sandy, John, Elaine and families - February 17, 2016 at 12:09 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Joshua Von Holdaway.

February 17, 2016 at 11:20 AM

“

Barb Wise lit a candle in memory of Joshua Von Holdaway

Barb Wise - February 17, 2016 at 09:22 AM

“

Nathan Knuth lit a candle in memory of Joshua Von Holdaway

Nathan Knuth - February 16, 2016 at 10:14 PM

“

Taylor Freeman lit a candle in memory of Joshua Von Holdaway

Taylor Freeman - February 16, 2016 at 09:29 PM

“

Amy Shelton lit a candle in memory of Joshua Von Holdaway

Amy Shelton - February 16, 2016 at 06:35 PM

“

Two things will always stand out in my mind about Josh--a blue Hornet automobile
and Orem’s Carterville Rd. The blue hornet was just sporty enough we could get in a
lot of trouble yet ghetto enough we were not going to be picking up any girls. It was a
hodgepodge machine of pure thrift ingenuity. Josh had managed to keep this relic
running well beyond its years. The indestructible tank reincarnated. It was more
mercenary than machinery--an unscrupulous insubordinate tool of malicious intent
desperately attempting to justify its worth, and Josh was the perfect pilot. I was
always the copilot.
With a couple dollars for gas and all the time in the world to burn, Josh and I had only
one agenda each day. To get in a high-speed chase that would always end on
Carterville Rd. Josh’s modification to the car made it easy to get chased--that and the
fact that the two of us where not very intimidating looking, maybe 220 together
soaking wet. On top of that Josh looked much younger than his age. He had to look
like a 12-year-old boy who had just stolen his grandpa’s car. Josh had adjusted the
window washer nozzles, on his Hornet, so that the fluid would shoot right over his car
and nail the car behind us perfectly in their windshield. A few minutes of relentless
violation setting at a stop sign, followed by a finger from the copilot (that was my one
and only job, but only after the driver behind us started blazing his horn), followed by
Josh burning some rubber off his already bald tiers. These steps worked every time.
And just like that the chase was on. It didn’t matter what vehicle the innocent
antagonist was driving, nobody was as skillful a driver as Josh (at least that's how I
viewed it at the time. “Crazy” might be a better fit looking back on it). He would
weave in and out of cars making his way to Carterville Rd. Orem’s Carterville Rd was
the best stretch of road ever paved in Orem. The entrance from 400 s was down a
steep hill allowing one to pick up a good amount of speed. Cops never patrolled this
hidden stretch of road, and the few homes that were there set far enough back
behind large brick walls. We could have lost anyone down that stretch of road, but
Josh never left anything to chance. He had a contingency plan. Earlier, we had
discovered, during one of our many skipping school adventures, a small ATV tire
lying in the middle of Carterville road. We also discovered if we ran it over at a slow
speed it would drag underneath the car. The cool discovery was when Josh would
accelerate quickly the tire would come flying out the back of the car. So, with this
handy information, if we still hadn’t lost our tail halfway down Carterville Rd. Josh
would slow down and pick up the ATV tire under his car. We would then wait patiently
for our pursuer to catch up. When he did, Josh would accelerate and send the tire
flying right into his windshield. Nobody ever caught us!
Many memories of Josh through our high school years, but one thread connected
them all. They were all illegal, scandalous or crazy. Josh has lived more life in his 42
years than many people do in a lifetime. It was an honor to have known him. He had
such an impact on my life; I can’t help but think I’m losing part of myself. Josh was
the most loyal, non-judgmental human being I new before losing himself to drugs. I
will forever cherish our many memories.

Nathan Spanos - February 16, 2016 at 06:21 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Joshua Von Holdaway.

February 16, 2016 at 05:04 PM

“

Sabrina Reyna lit a candle in memory of Joshua Von Holdaway

Sabrina Reyna - February 16, 2016 at 04:49 PM

“

I will always remember how much fun we had when all got together at Grandma's
house. I always loved going there and running back and forth to your house down
the street. I always thought you guys were so lucky to live so close to Grandma. I
remember holding Josh as a baby and remember him as a gentle soul. I never liked
him being a guard at the prison because I was afraid they would be mean to him and
I didn't want him to lose his gentle nature. You are so loved Josh. Kathleen

Kat Wise - February 16, 2016 at 04:15 PM

“

I met Josh while he was on his mission, in NC. He was such a sweet, kind, and
uplifting person. My condolences to your family.

Amanda Parker - February 16, 2016 at 03:45 PM

“

JR. Colledge lit a candle in memory of Joshua Von Holdaway

JR. Colledge - February 16, 2016 at 10:37 AM

“

Terri lit a candle in memory of Joshua Von Holdaway

Terri - February 16, 2016 at 09:55 AM

