Karen Edwards Ward
December 22, 1938 - December 22, 2020

Karen Edwards Ward, beloved wife, mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother,
returned to her heavenly father on December 22, 2020.
Karen was born on December 22, 1938 in Provo, Utah, to Solen and Afton Edwards.
Karen and her older brother, Lewis, enjoyed many happy memories growing up in Provo.
Karen attended Provo High School, where she met the love of her life, Don Ward. They
were married August 30, 1956. On her birthday in 1959, Don surprised Karen with the
keys to their new home in Orem, where they would spend the next 59 years. She served
in the Jr. Sunday School as pianist and primary teacher for several years but her favorite
calling was the ward greeter for Sacrament services. She loved meeting people at the
door; nobody passed by without the famous Karen Ward hug.
She worked at JCPenny for 20 years as a hair stylist and retired in 2001.
Don and Karen loved cars, and Karen had her own 1967 Camaro that she would take to
the car shows with Don. She would love to tell everyone that her car had more trophies
than Don’s car! Don and Karen were members of the Corvette Club of Utah and enjoyed
many trips with the club in their 2007 Corvette.
They had many fun adventures in their life but nothing meant more to them than their
three children: Tamie, Vicki, and Brant.
Karen loved people and she would not let anyone go without telling them she loved them;
and more importantly giving them a huge hug! She loved her friends and she had so many
that we could not begin to mention them all, but know that she loved everyone.
She was preceded in death by her husband, Don; parents, Solen and Afton, and brother,
Lewis. She will be missed by her daughters, Tamie Barnhurst (Blair), Vicki Graff (Chris),
and son, Brant Ward. 11 grandchildren, 15 great-grandchildren and 6 great-great-

grandchildren.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Tuesday, December 29, 2020 at the Berg
Orem Chapel, 500 North State Street, Orem, Utah. Two viewings will be held at the same
location, Monday, December 28 from 6-8:00 p.m. and Tuesday from 9:30-10:45 a.m. prior
to services. Interment will take place at the Eastlawn Memorial Hills Cemetery.
Condolences may be expressed to the family at www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

My wife and I were members of the Corvette Club of Utah and that is where we meet
Don and Karen. They were both great frinds and we know they will be missed by the
club and family. I was a bit younger than Karen but I will always remember her as be
a cool lady and a hot rod momma. She often made comments about being a better
and faster driver than Don. She always told me she could do a bigger burn out than
Don and at one car show she did show us that she knew how. They were always
kind and friendly to everyone. I know she missed Don a lot and now they will be
together again. You two have fun at heaven cars show and cruises. Love and miss
both of you
Mike & Merry Barker (M&M)

Mike Barker - December 30, 2020 at 01:58 PM

“

Thank you so much for you kind words. Dad and mom had so much fun in the club and
made some great friends again thank you
Vicki - January 06 at 06:51 PM

“

1 file added to the album Funeral Services

Berg Mortuary - December 29, 2020 at 05:23 PM

“

Karen was a sweet friend of mine here at Harmony Hills we love to play Yatzy she
was so good to lucky I loved her dearly miss her with all my heart I am so glad that
she’s out of the pain of dialysis and that she’s with her sweetheart but I still will miss
her love normal Robertson

norma robertson - December 28, 2020 at 04:32 PM

“

Thank you Norma, I know she loved your friendship. She always talked about you when I
would call her. Thank you again
Vicki - January 06 at 06:55 PM

“

When Karen first moved to Harmony Hills in Lehi, my girls and I had the privilege of
getting to know her. She was a ray of sunshine and always talked to us about her
family, her cabin, and how she missed her husband. She always asked my girls
about them and gifted them with handmade necklaces and candy. My 2nd graders
visited her two Valentine Days and they all wanted to write her when we returned to
school. Another memory during Christmas time was when we came to visit and she
loved our bows. We traded her Santa hat and she borrowed the big, glittery bow for a
month! She was such a hoot wearing it around. Pictures are from her birthday, Dec.
22, 2018. Karen made the world a brighter place and we will miss her visits dearly.
Love to her family and friends at this difficult time.

Angie Adams - December 27, 2020 at 05:46 AM

“

I loved Karen and her sweet husband. Her grandchildren have been living in Karen's home
since she moved to her care facility. Like Karen, they have been a joy. Karen lived in our
Sharon 3rd Ward for decades and has always been the kindest, the most cheerful and
accepting of people. She was a friend to all, even became a "greeter". Her warm and
enthusiastic smile and her strong handshake were unforgettable. She was such an angel to
so many, and a source of wisdom. I personally am grateful to have known Karen. She will
be reimbursed and greatly missed. It is hard to say goodbye. With love. Katie Farmer
Katherine Farmer - December 28, 2020 at 12:59 AM

“

Karen was a very loving caring person. She always had a smile on her face and
wanted to know how you were doing. She was very talented and would give you
something she had made when you came to visit her. Rest in peace sweet lady.

Alice Clark - December 27, 2020 at 03:34 AM

