Kathy Jean Taysom Keske
September 27, 1949 - December 6, 2013

Kathy Jean Keske was born in the covenant in Pocatello, Idaho, to Vernal Junior Taysom
and Nola Jean Evans Taysom. She enjoyed an idyllic childhood and youth growing up in
Pocatello. While her father served as a bishop, one of her fondest memories was the
opportunity to attend General Conference with him in Salt Lake City. The trip home was a
melancholic experience, because Kathy loved General Conference and being with her
father, and hated to see the weekend close. Kathy’s father was a certified
jeweler/gemologist and master watchmaker, and Kathy worked in his store for many years
as a sales clerk. As a baby, she and her parents travelled to St. Louis, Missouri, where her
father received extensive training in his profession.
Following graduation from high school in 1967, Kathy enrolled at Brigham Young
University. At the same time, the family sold the jewelry store in Pocatello and moved to
Cedar City, Utah, where a new jewelry business was opened. The first college graduate in
her family, Kathy graduated with a degree in Family and Consumer Science (Home
Economics) and, after much searching found her first teaching job at Grand Canyon
Schools in Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona, where she stayed four years. In the fall
of 1974, she met a young man by the name of Allen Keske, who was at the Grand Canyon
for two months of training with the National Park Service. In 1975 Kathy left Grand Canyon
and returned to school at Utah State University in Logan, Utah, where she earned a
master’s degree in clothing design. This was followed by a year of teaching at Fredonia,
Arizona, and then a move to Flagstaff, Arizona, in 1978, to continue her teaching career.
In the late fall of 1979, she again met a young man by the name of Allen Keske, who by
this time had transferred with the National Park Service from Denver to Grand Canyon
National Park. Their first date was to the grand 75th anniversary celebration of the
opening of the historic El Tovar Hotel in January of 1905. More dates followed, and Kathy
and Allen were married in the Manti Utah Temple on January 7, 1981.
Returning to Grand Canyon to live and work at Grand Canyon Schools again was a dream
come true for Kathy. She had loved her first four years there, and always wondered if it
would be possible to return. Besides, both her parents and Allen’s parents had

honeymooned at the park following their weddings in 1947. Life at the park was wonderful!
Many opportunities to serve in the small branch of the Church were enjoyed, as well as
Stake callings. Teaching was fulfilling, but so was a 13-year break to raise her three
children. Kathy’s children, Rachael Jean, Andrew Allen, and Emma Josephine, were all
born and raised at the park, with Emma graduating last of all from high school in 2007.
Kathy was so proud of her children, their integrity and dedication to Gospel standards, and
their many personal and professional achievements. At Emma’s graduation, it was time for
Kathy and Allen to retire and join the rest of the family in Utah, where all three children
were living and going to college. Six wonderful years followed, close to city amenities and
advantages Kathy had not enjoyed for many years.
Although Kathy spent the last five months of her life in ill health, some of it hospitalized
and some of it at home, she was happy, alert, responsive, and expressive. A re-infection
of her initial illness was more serious than the first, and the Lord, in his gracious mercy, did
not require her to go through the same experience again. He had already seen her
sacrifices, and her willingness to do His will again, and counted her to have completed her
mission in this life and fulfilled the measure of her creation. Kathy is survived by her loving
husband Allen, her mother, her three children, a son-in-law, a daughter-in-law, three
grandchildren, four sisters with their families, and numerous other extended family
members. Her heritage is faith and strength in the Church. Her legacy is a loving and
adoring family.
Funeral services will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, December 13, 2013, at the Lakeside
2nd Ward Chapel, 2530 West 200 South, Provo, UT, 84601, with a viewing beginning at
9:00 a.m. that same morning. A family graveside service and burial will follow at the
Meadow City Cemetery, Meadow, Utah.
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Comments

“

Lita & Mike Ebersole lit a candle in memory of Kathy Jean Taysom Keske

Lita & Mike Ebersole - January 17, 2014 at 08:19 PM

“

I was also one of the CNA's that grew close to her while giving care here at Orem
Rehab. I grew up in a small town that has a connection to kathy. I really enjoyed
coming to work and seeing her smiling face and joyful spirit. I am very saddended at
this news this time of year. May the blessings of heaven be poured out to the family
this time of year and for the years to come. Thank you for letting me work with her.
Bruce

Bruce Giles - December 16, 2013 at 08:37 PM

“

I was one of the CNA's that helped to care for Kathy while at Orem Rehab and
Nursing before she discharged to go home to be with her Family. She was a delight
and a joy to have here and it was a wonderful Blessing to get to know her and her
loving Family. It sadens me on behalf of those that she has left behind in this mortal
realm but I am overjoyed on behalf of those that she gets to bless as she continues
her Missionary Work in the Spirit World. To the Family on behalf of all of us at Orem
Rehab and Nursing-- God Bless and our hearts go out to you! --Nate

Nathan Barnett - December 16, 2013 at 08:30 PM

“

Allen, I am indeed sorry to hear of Kathy's passing. I loved being in your home,
tasting and sharing her delicious recipes and visiting with her. We were sad to see
you leave the neighborhood. You both added so much to the ward family. I know you
will miss being near her, but Kathy's ready laugh and cheerfulness will still flood your
home and heart with sweet and tender memories. There will be times you'll feel you
can reach out and touch her.
May you be comforted with the Lord's Spirit at this tender time.
Barbara McConochie

Barbara McConochie - December 13, 2013 at 01:02 AM

“

Jane Dykstra-Moe lit a candle in memory of Kathy Jean Taysom Keske

Jane Dykstra-Moe - December 12, 2013 at 11:38 AM

“

Tara Taysom lit a candle in memory of Kathy Jean Taysom Keske

Tara Taysom - December 12, 2013 at 11:21 AM

“

Pink Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of Kathy Jean Taysom Keske.

December 11, 2013 at 07:25 PM

“

Dear Brother Allan and family,
I'm so sorry to hear of Kathy's passing. My thoughts and prayers are with you at this
difficult time. From personal experience I know the Lord's peace is abundantly
available to you right now. It won't stop the tears or the aching hearts, but it will help
you survive them with your knowledge of the plan of salvation intact. God bless you
all.
Melany Wilkins
Pleasant View 6th Ward

Melany Wilkins - December 11, 2013 at 04:01 PM

“

Worked at the Grand Canyon when Kathy was there, and thought she was one of the
finest people I have ever met. She always had a smile or a laugh, and was quick to
share either your sadness or your joy.
She was a "salt of the earth" lady, and a true Christian. Those are the highest tributes
I could pay to anyone, and she earned them. I lost track of her, and only learned
what was going on in her life through Lana Creer Harris, who was also one of our
Grand Canyon sisterhood.
I am truly sorry to learn that Kathy has gone ahead, and I wish all of her family the
comfort of good memories and I am so very sorry for your loss.
i

Linda Bratt Boggetti - December 11, 2013 at 02:50 PM

“

I called her "Miss T" she called me "Miss C." We were neighbors in a duplex our first
year of teaching at the Canyon. I loved her laugh. I loved that she listed rappelling as
a hobby. I loved her for her humor, her warmth, her no-nonsense take on life and true
belief in the gospel. She did indeed live a Christ-like life.
I was with her when her sister got so sick and she had to dash to Cedar. I saw her
love and concern in her tears.
We kept track of each other through the years. Obviously I didn't keep close enough
track if she passed and I didn't know she was sick.
Kathy was one of my favorite people on earth. I am so sorry.

Lana Creer-Harris - December 11, 2013 at 02:15 PM

“

Jane Dykstra-Moe lit a candle in memory of Kathy Jean Taysom Keske

Jane Dykstra-Moe - December 11, 2013 at 08:33 AM

“

Dear Kathy Keske family,
Richard and I came to love Kathy in the few precious moments wee got to share with
her. Kathy's concern was always for her family every time we saw her.
Our love will be with you at her funeral as we both just started a new job and cannot
come.
Richard and Jane Moe

Jane Dykstra-Moe - December 11, 2013 at 08:33 AM

“

Dear Allan, Emma, and family. May the Lord's comfort and peace be upon you this
season as you miss Kathy. I have missed seeing you in the Pleasant View 6th Ward,
but enjoy seeing you at the Distribution Center. I still enjoy the pampered Chef items
purchased at Kathy's parties! She always prepared such yummy food - while making
it look easy! Love, Robbie McArthur

R McArthur - December 10, 2013 at 08:41 PM

