L. Douglas Smoot
July 26, 1934 - January 13, 2020

L. Douglas Smoot, our wonderful father, grandfather, and great-grandfather passed away
peacefully, surrounded by loved ones on January 13, 2020. He was preceded in death by
his beloved wife of 63 years, Marian Bird Smoot. He is survived by his sister, Beth
Johnson, four daughters, Analee (Scott) Folster, LaCinda (John) Lewis, Michelle (Nathan)
Hyde, and Mindy (Conor) Robbins, and his 20 grandchildren and 30 great-grandchildren.
Doug’s faith framed his life’s choices and experiences. He was a devoted member of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and loved serving the members in the Oak
Hills area as a Bishop and Stake President, and then an Area Seventy in the Fifth Quorum
for the Utah South Area.
Doug was born in Provo, Utah on July 26, 1934 to Douglas and Jennie Smoot. His parents
moved the family to the neighboring town of Springville with his two older sisters, Norma
(Bills) and Beth (Johnson). An individual with a keen intellect and wisdom to match, Doug
was known for his dedication, determination, and diligence in all endeavors. He met
Marian in 3rd grade; they dated while attending Springville High, were sealed in the Salt
Lake Temple on September 15, 1953, and began their family and pursued their education.
Doug earned a degree in Chemical Engineering from BYU while playing tennis and
basketball for the “Y.” He continued on to earn a master’s degree and a PhD in Chemical
Engineering from the University of Washington in 1958 and 1960, respectively. Doug
began his Chemical Engineering career at BYU and then moved his family to Redlands,
California where he worked for Lockheed Propulsion Company and taught part-time at the
California Institute of Technology. The family eventually moved back to Provo, Utah where
Doug became the Chairman of the Chemical Engineering Department and then served as
the Dean of Engineering and Technology for 17 years prior to his retirement. He also
greatly enjoyed teaching religion classes at BYU. Collaboration with stellar students and
wonderful colleagues brought Doug great enjoyment.
While at BYU, he founded and directed ACERC—one of the world’s largest academic
research centers to advance combustion engineering technology. Since 1968, Doug

served as Principal Investigator or Project Director on 40 grants and contracts totaling
over 20 million dollars from 22 industrial and governmental agencies. He was given the
distinguished Homer H. Lowry Award, the International ASME Percy Nichols Award, the
Governor’s Medal for Science & Technology, and Distinguished Faculty and Lecturer and
the Presidential Award from BYU.
Doug was internationally recognized as one of the premier authorities in the field of
Combustion Engineering and clean burning fuels. He authored over 200 technical articles
and four books on fossil fuels, coal gasification, and clean burning fuels. Doug is a patent
holder and co-founded Combustion Resources, a private research and consulting
company. He also served an appointed term for US Senate’s office of Technology
Assessment.
Doug’s community service included a term on the Governor’s Science Advisory Council,
many years on Provo City’s Economic Development Board, Provo’s Energy Department
Board, Tuacahn’s Board of Directors, and America’s Freedom Festival Advisory Board. He
has written or co-authored books on Abraham O. Smoot, the History of BYU Chemical
Engineering, and the preservation of the historic BY Academy building titled, The Miracle
at Academy Square. In 1995, Doug assumed the leadership of a team of passionate
citizens and government officials to preserve the BY Academy—a building that was
constructed with the funds of his great-grandfather A.O. Smoot. It is now the Provo City
Library at Academy Square.
This giant of a father, with Marian at his side, placed their family as their highest priority.
He was loved by four-generations of family members. He was known for his faith,
enthusiasm, kindness, determination, generosity, humor, love, optimism, and support of
their many endeavors. Though he wore many hats, his cowboy hat may have been his
favorite. He loved his six horses, his Mapleton farmland, and Olson Ranch rides with his
friends and family. Doug taught by word and deed and left a legacy of love and learning
for generations to come.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Tuesday, January 21, 2020 at the Oak Hills
Stake Center, 925 East North Temple Drive, Provo, Utah. Friends may visit with the family
at the Berg Mortuary of Provo, 185 East Center Street, Monday, January 20 from 6-8:00
p.m. and at the church Tuesday from 9-10:30 a.m. prior to services. Interment, Provo City
Cemetery. Condolences may be expressed at www.bergmortuary.com.

Cemetery Details
Provo City Cemetery
610 South State Street
Provo, UT 84606

Previous Events
Visitation
JAN 20. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (MT)
Berg Mortuary of Provo
185 East Center Street
Provo, UT 84606
info@bergmortuary.com

Visitation
JAN 21. 9:00 AM - 10:30 AM (MT)
Oak Hills Stake Center
925 East North Temple Drive
Provo, UT 84604

Funeral Service
JAN 21. 11:00 AM (MT)
Oak Hills Stake Center
925 East North Temple Drive
Provo, UT 84604

Tribute Wall

BE

Flowers were sent to the BYU Chemical Engineering department from University
of Utah Chemical Engineering department with note "Please accept our
condolences on the passing of Professor Smoot. He had great impact and
provided a postive influence on many of our faculty. His legacy will live on through
our department."
BYU Chemical Engineering - January 21, 2020 at 05:21 PM

WH

Doug was my graduate advisor at BYU and a great mentor. I learned so much
from him, he was always teaching and set a great example. He is probably the
most organized person I have ever known and I have tried to emulate many of the
things I learned from him. Also, he was a fantastic classroom teacher. I know he
is happy to be back with his beloved Marion, but I know his family misses him, so
our condolences to them.
Bill & Kris Hecker
william Hecker - January 20, 2020 at 05:52 PM

TM

To our dear Smoot family:
We treasure our memories with each of you who joined us at the Olsen Ranch
Ride for 33 years. Our friendship with your Father Doug is an eternal one. We will
always remember his loving kindness and great example to us and our family
over these many years. Our Love and Blessings yesterday, today and forever,
The James Oneil and Tamera Miner Family
Tamera Miner - January 20, 2020 at 02:04 PM

HS

Doug was an amazing man. He accomplished so much in life and showed so
much love for everyone. We will really miss him at the Abraham Owen Smoot
reunions. Our deepest sympathy to the family.
Harold Smoot
Harold Smoot - January 20, 2020 at 10:36 AM

FF

From the entire Abraham Owen Smoot Family purchased the
Lavender Reflections Spray for the family of L. Douglas Smoot.

From the entire Abraham Owen Smoot Family - January 19, 2020 at 10:36 PM

PW

Doug was a doer and a man of integrity. He was committed to great causes from
family to church to community and made a difference for good in all areas of life.
He was special to the Freedom Festival and a wonderful friend. Thanks Doug and
blessings to all family members of comfort and sweet memories.
Paul Warner
paul warner - January 19, 2020 at 04:04 PM



Tranquil Seas was purchased for the family of L. Douglas
Smoot.

January 17, 2020 at 07:55 PM

BE

BYU College of Engineering purchased the Enduring Grace for
the family of L. Douglas Smoot.

BYU College of Engineering - January 17, 2020 at 03:44 PM

YA

Your friends at Tuacahn Center for the Arts purchased the
Loving Lilies and Roses Bouquet for the family of L. Douglas
Smoot.

Your friends at Tuacahn Center for the Arts - January 17, 2020 at 01:41 PM

DD

I was sad to hear about Doug’s passing. We lived right across the street from
each other in Oak Hills for many years. He was my Bishop when I was a
teenager. He was a wonderful, kind man. Doug looked in on my Dad for years
after my mother died. He cleared the pine needles from the road in front of my
Dad’s house when he finally couldn’t do it himself. When my Dad passed away in
the spring of 2017, Doug told my siblings and me that he still had access to the
bell tower at the chapel where they had Marian’s funeral (and where my Dad’s
funeral was going to be) and that he would see that the bells were ringing at the
conclusion of the service. It was a beautiful spring day and when we walked out
following the funeral, the bells were indeed ringing. It went on for a good 10
minutes or so. Everyone agreed that it was the icing on the cake and we were so
appreciative.
I'm glad Doug and Marian are together again. I will miss them both. My
condolences to Analee, LaCinda, Michelle, and Mindy and their families.
Darsi (Daniels) Dowling
Darsi Dowling - January 17, 2020 at 10:50 AM

LN

We just learned of Doug's death. We send our love and sympathy to all the family. He
was a dear friend. To know Doug is to love him. He was and is a great example to all
of us. He certainly accomplished more than ten men could in a lifetime. It was a
memorable experience working with him on the Smoot Executive Committee. Love,
Richard and Loretta Nixon
Loretta Nixon - January 18, 2020 at 08:01 PM

JL

My thoughts and prayers are with all of you. I was saddened to hear of Doug's
passing. He was a positive influence in my early career as a chemical
engineering professor at the University of Utah and he helped in many ways.
Specifically, I can remember asking him for a letter of reference which he was
willing to do. He certainly leaves a legacy with his research work, his leadership in
engineering, his family, and his service to others.
JoAnn Lighty, Boise ID
JoAnn Lighty - January 17, 2020 at 10:22 AM

JL

Doug Smoot was my Chemical Engineering teacher at BYU, 1960-61.. I admired
him as a person, as well as a great teacher. I enjoyed talking to him last year in
front of his home
He lived a good life and influenced many.
Condolences to his family.
Jack (and Adele) Livingston
The Woodlands, Texas
Jack Livingston - January 17, 2020 at 01:38 AM

VT

It is with sadness that I express my condolences to the Smoot family.
Doug has been a close friend for many years when we were neighbors in Oak
Hills. We served together on the Provo City Energy Board for seven years. I was
in Washington, D.C. to watch Doug receive an award from the U.S. Department
of Energy. I also sponsored legislation to provide a million dollars in State funds
that made Doug's work in getting a bond passed to make it possible to preserve
the BYU Education building so it could be converted to the Provo City Library.
Doug did much to assist with projects to better Provo City, BYU and the LDS
church. He will be greatly missed by all who knew him.
Sincerely,
V Jordan Tanner
v jordan Taner - January 16, 2020 at 04:43 PM

CT

Uncle Doug, you have always been a righteous example to us! We have loved
the way you have always shown love for us. When we were first married you
were our Stake President and counseled with us a few times. You really helped
us to realize what our priorities were and to work hard to reach them. We are so
proud of what you did with the BY Academy Square and made it such a beautiful
part of Provo. We loved how you always reminded us of our great heritage and
how you always paid tribute too Grandpa Abraham and made us all a part of it,
especially the times he was honored at BYU. We will always remember how
wonderful you were with our Mother during her last couple of years here on earth;
visiting her, giving her blessings, and even officiating and conducting her funeral.
We love you Uncle Doug! We will never forget you and look forward to seeing you
again!
Steve and Cheri Tyndall
Cheri Tyndall - January 16, 2020 at 02:50 PM

