L. Levier Gardner
July 11, 1916 - May 15, 2014

L. Levier Gardner, age 97, passed away on May 15, 2014, at home in Pleasant Grove,
Utah. He was born in Mesa, Arizona, on July 11, 1916, second of eight children of Lucius
Levier Gardner Sr. and Winnie Estella LeBaron. Attended Mesa High School, where he
lettered in basketball, baseball, and football and was student body president. Served a
full-time mission for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Brazil; originally
taught in German and was later assigned to begin the work in Portuguese and to open
many Brazilian cities for the preaching of the gospel. Served as bombardier and second
lieutenant in the Air Force during World War II.
Married Edith Smith on June 4, 1941, in the Mesa Arizona Temple. They had eight sons
and one daughter; all eight sons served full-time missions, and all nine children were
married in the temple. Worked for Valley National Bank, Western Truck Lines, Standard
Oil of California, Standard Oil of Texas, and BYU. Owned and operated the Big 3 Store in
Duncan, Arizona, for many years, where he also served as president of the Rotary Club
and the school board.
Became an Eagle Scout in 1932; all of his sons and many grandsons and greatgrandsons followed his example in becoming Eagle Scouts. With family members, hiked
the Grand Canyon from rim to rim in one day at age 79. Received Silver Beaver Award in
2007. Served in many Church callings, such as Scoutmaster, stake clerk, bishop, and high
councilor. Levier and Edith served together in the Mesa Arizona Temple.
After Edith passed away, Levier married Cynthia Anne Mallory Trunnell (mother of six
children) on December 23, 1970, in the Salt Lake Temple. After Levier and Cynthia retired
from BYU, they served together in the Argentina Córdoba Mission and the Provo Temple.
He later served in the Mt. Timpanogos Temple.
Predeceased by Edith and Cynthia. Survived by 15 children: Levier (Linda), Norman
(Margaret), Robert (Janice), Wayne (Teresa), Ronald (Jan), Marvin (Mary), Bruce (Becca),
Brent (Kris) Gardner; Donna (Kevin) Ivey; Thom (Gayle), Nancy, Marti, Mark (Michelle),

Janet Trunnell; Bari (Barry) Olson; 69 grandchildren; 136 great-grandchildren; 2 greatgreat-grandchildren.
Funeral: Lakeridge 5th Ward, 80 West 900 South, Orem, Utah, Saturday, May 24, 2014,
noon. Viewings: Berg Mortuary, 185 East Center, Provo, Friday, May 23, 6:00–8:00 p.m.,
and Saturday, May 24, 8:30–9:30 a.m. Graveside service with military honors: Provo City
Cemetery, 610 South State Street, Provo, Saturday, May 24, 10:00 a.m. Condolences may
be sent online at www.bergmortuary.com.

Events
MAY
23

Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Berg Mortuary of Provo - East Room
185 East Center Street, Provo, UT, US, 84606

MAY
24

Visitation

08:30AM - 09:30AM

Berg Mortuary of Provo
185 East Center Street, Provo, UT, US, 84606

MAY
24

Graveside Service

10:00AM

Provo City Cemetery
610 South State Street, Provo, UT, US, 84606

MAY
24

Funeral Service

12:00PM

Lakeridge 5th Ward Chapel
80 West 900 South, Orem, UT, US, 84058

Comments

“

to Janice, Robert and all the Gardner Family... what a perfect day and weekend for
Remembering all the blessed 'memories of Grandpa Gardner' ... (flag:us) much love
and gratitude to each of you, trish Clement-Homer
"they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with
wings as eagles..." (Isaiah 40:31)
"And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness
quietness and assurance for ever." (Isaiah 32:17)
from Pres. Hinckley - 'When death comes and doubts arise, the quiet voice of Faith is
heard in the stillness of the night, as certain and reassuring as the polar star in the
heavens above...'

trish clement homer - May 24, 2014 at 12:25 PM

“

When I read the obituary for Levier in the paper yesterday, my thoughts went back to
1966. Levier Gardner was our bishop in the Duncan Ward, when my father, Neal
Gardner, was involved in a plane crash on June 7, 1966. Later that month Bishop
Gardner went with our Uncle Harvey to Dillon Montana to aid in the search. In my
mother's history she said, "They went up in some flights and checked on what was
being done in the way of searches in several states: Montana, Idaho, and Wyoming.
Everything was being done that could possibly be done. They made a trip to the
Idaho Falls Temple and went through a session there. One day they called and said
they had a distinct impression just to come home. They had climbed some hills
around Dillon and had been praying about it, and they seemed to have the answer
that it was best to give up at the time." Then the plane was found in August. My
mother recounted, "Bishop Gardner was anxious to make it as economical as
possible for us. It was finally decided to take his van so Max Thatcher, Uncle Roy
and he went to Casper, Wyoming after Neal's body." Bishop Gardner gave my
mother, Editha, much needed support and counsel at that difficult time. He touched
all our lives. When ever I would meet him in the years since, he would have a special
smile and a hug that meant so much to me. I'll be thinking of you at this time. Love,
Geneal

Geneal Yardley - May 23, 2014 at 11:27 PM

“

From Perri&Krantz family. purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family
of L. Levier Gardner.

From Perri&Krantz family. - May 22, 2014 at 09:42 PM

“

Pink Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of L. Levier Gardner.

May 22, 2014 at 04:09 PM

“

It is with sadness that I learned this morning of the passing of Levier. Not only are his
sons among my best friends, I remember well the times spent in his home during my
teenage years.
Levier was a member of the Duncan School Board and I believe he is the one who
presented my graduation certificate in May, 1960.
Upon my return from my mission in 1964 Levier employed me in his Duncan grocery
and hardware store for the fall holiday season.
I truly cherish my memories of times with him and the lessons of life which he
instilled.
Tell my folks hello. Milt Jensen

Milt Jensen - May 20, 2014 at 01:12 PM

“

I will always be so grateful for the time I had to really get to know my Grandpa. He
would always say "Hi honey!" and clap his hands whenever I walked in the door to
my parents while he was living there. I loved watching him fall asleep reading his
Louis L'amour, telling me about "Ol' Blue", his first horse, and always about how
much he loved his 'girls'. He has blessed so many lives and will always be with us.
I love you Grandpa, with all my heart.
~Alicia

Alicia Gardner - May 20, 2014 at 12:20 AM

“

Grandpa Gardner will be remembered with love and fondness by his large posterity.
He provided us with an example of great devotion to God and to his family. We miss
you Grandpa.

Norm Gardner - May 19, 2014 at 10:46 PM

