Dr. Lael J. Woodbury
July 3, 1927 - September 24, 2013

It is nearly impossible to accomplish everything you can dream of in the short span of 86
years, but Dr, Lael J. Woodbury did just that. Every aspect of his life proved that Lael
Loved God, Country, and Family.
Lael was born in Fairview, Idaho on July 3, 1927 to Raymond and Wanda Woodbury.
From humble beginnings as the son of a butcher with only a 9th grade education, Lael
lived larger than the stature of his 6’ frame. Beginning at the tender age of 15, he served
the US Navy for 4 ½ years during World War II in the Pacific. He married his first wife
Laurabelle Young in Reno, Nevada, August 1944. After the war and Laurabelle’s death to
tuberculosis, Lael was raising their daughter Carolyn Inez, when he met Margaret Lillian
Swenson. They were married in the Logan Utah Temple December 19, 1949. They added
three more children, Shannon Margaret, Jordan Ray, and Lexon Dan.
Lael received his BS from Utah State University in 1952, his Master’s from Brigham Young
University in 1953 and his PhD from the University of Illinois in 1954. He was an Associate
Professor at BYU from 1954-1961. He taught at the University of Illinois, Ohio’s Bowling
Green State University, Colorado State College and the University of Iowa. He was also a
Professor at BYU in the Theatre and Media Arts Department. He served as Dean of the
College of Fine Arts and Communications at BYU from 1973 until 1982. In 1992, Lael
retired from BYU and was granted emeritus status. Lael was formerly the Chairman of
Utah Arts and Education and Director of the Utah Valley Red Cross.
He was a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Along with multiple
other callings, Lael served as Stake President of the BYU 2nd Stake. He and his wife
Margaret served a mission in the New York South Mission. He served 27 years as a sealer
in the Provo Temple. Lael acted in multiple LDS films and narrated word-for-word the Book
of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, Pearl of Great Price, and New Testament.
Lael also wrote extensively, publishing more than 50 works including books. He acted in
and directed numerous plays, including the Hill Cumorah Pageant. During his career at

BYU, Lael was given many honors including the dedication of a professional production of
Oedipus Rex in 1985 by the Theatre Borgia of San Francisco. Lael received the BYU
Alumni Distinguished Service Award in 1975, and was awarded the Sidney B. Sperry
Symposium Award in 1975. Lael was named the Fine Arts Guild Patron of the Year in
1982. In 2009 he was further honored by the college of Fine Arts and Communications
and received the Franklin S. Harris Award.
Lael lived a life that most of us can only imagine. He rubbed shoulders with those we
might consider elite. And yet with all of this, Lael wore humility in place of his awards. He
never forgot his beginnings. He never forgot who he was. He loved his family and every
member knew it. He was the father figure in the lives of many of his grandchildren and he
took that calling seriously, including blessing and baptizing. He made every effort to share
his love and his testimony to his family. At our most recent family gathering, Lael once
again testified of his love for God, his belief in the Savior Jesus Christ and his love for and
belief in each of us. He called us. He listened to us. He took time personally with each of
his children, his grandchildren, his great-grandchildren, and even his great-greatgrandchild. He knew our names, our lives, our happiness our heartaches. He was always
there when we needed him. Lael was our family Patriarch and the best example we could
have ever had. There is and was no greater Husband, Father, or Grandpa. They say only
Jesus was perfect, but Lael came as close as man can.
Lael passed away on September 24, 2013 in Orem, Utah. He was surrounded by his
family and spent his final moments with his sweetheart Margaret by his side.
Lael was preceded in death by his parents, most of his siblings, first wife Laurabelle
Young, his daughters Carolyn Inez Hancock, Shannon Margaret Busenbark and son
Lexon Dan Woodbury. What a glorious reunion as they’ve welcomed him home!
Lael is survived by his wife of 63 years, Margaret, his son Jordan (Debbe) Woodbury, and
his sister Delma (Ken) Baldridge. He also leaves his children-in-law, 13 grandchildren, 35
great-grandchildren, and 1 great-great-grandson.
Lael left us with the greatest legacy possible –love. He brought honor to the Woodbury
name. We will always miss him but never forget him. We want to be like him. We love you
Lael!!!
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Tuesday, October 1, 2013 at the Oak Hills 7th
Ward Chapel, 1038 North 1200 East, Provo, Utah. Friends may call at the Berg Mortuary
of Provo, 185 East Center Street, Monday from 6-8:00 p.m. and at the church Tuesday

from 9:30-10:45 a.m. prior to services. Interment, Weston City Cemetery, Weston, Idaho.
Full obituary can be found online at www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

Lisa Kirkwood Bean lit a candle in memory of Dr. Lael J. Woodbury

Lisa Kirkwood Bean - August 17, 2021 at 07:34 AM

“

I didn't know you Br. Woodbury, but your name and testimony lives on through the
ministering of angels. I read your BYU talk this morning and was impressed to search
you out and found this page. Thanks for being a faithful servant of the Lord.
If anyone follows this, here's his talk. Wish it had the mp3:
https://speeches.byu.edu/talks/lael-j-woodbury_hello/

Chris Williams - October 29, 2018 at 05:28 AM

“

Time is flying by but I still miss you as much as ever Grandpa. It still doesn't seem
possible you're gone.

gd - August 01, 2014 at 08:28 AM

“

MNM is following this tribute.

MNM - December 12, 2013 at 09:07 PM

“

What can I say about a Man who treated me like a daughter, instead of an in-law? A Dad
who had such a huge heart, that he loved uncondirionally. He had so much LOVE FOR HIS
FELLOW MAN. If you wanted to see what a REAL Angel looked like, all you had to do was
turn and look for Dad, and the Angel was found!
There were many trials & tribulations in his lifetime. He lost his first wife, then his two
daughters (to cancer) after losing his younger son. How did Dad handle these trials?
By serving The Lord with all of his heart!
I always expected to hear that he was chosen to become a General Authority. I knew that
wherever he was traveling, (both in and out of the U.S.) that Dad was in great standing with
our Heavenly Father.
Dad had a marvelous sense of humor. His goodness shone from within. He was so loving
and supportive of me, especially during my battle with breast cancer. He was the best
friend you always felt truly cared, and if he loved you, he would say so.
I have a very special letter written to me, by Dad, He was most gracious in expressing his
love for me.
If you knew him, you were very blessed by his kindness, love and joy.
I LOVE YOU, DAD. Our ANGEL on EARTH
No one told me you had passed away, yet I should have known it, since the world seems to
be shining less than when you were here.
Of all the things, I had an urge to google Dad's name, just to see if there were any recent
pictures of him, because I missed him and wanted to feel close to him. But, there and then,
I saw his obituary. I couldn't believe it. Because such a superb man as Dad seemed
invincible! As an LDS person, I am blessed to know that life doesn't end here on Earth. It
does continue, in an even better way. We are not hampered by illnesses, age, or
restrictions. Dad has always been the greatest teacher, and now his work continues.
He is in a very good place, reunited with loved ones. I hope this is of some comfort to his
dear Margaret, and the rest of the Family. Remember, he was an Angel before he left us :-)
Merry Christmas, Dad. Sing choirs of ANGELS, sing with exhaltations, sing all ye citizens of
HEAVEN ABOYE.....
MNM - December 12, 2013 at 10:08 PM

“

Dear Margaret,
What a wonderful man! Growing up in the Oak Hills 1st ward with the Woodbury
family was such a blessing. Brother Woodbury was the sealer who sealed us in the
Provo Temple in 1982. We walked over to his home and asked him if he would
officiate. He spent time that evening visiting with us in his living room, explaining that
all we do in the church leads us to the temple and all we do in the temple leads us to
the sealing ordinance. It was a sweet and memorable experience visiting with him in
your home, and listening to his deep, rich voice.
We send our love and sympathy, Rich Firmage and Susan Schofield Firmage
(I spoke with my mom, June Schofield, on the phone this evening and she said what
a beautiful service it was today and how strong the Spirit was.) You are great
people!!!

Susan Firmage - October 01, 2013 at 08:42 PM

“

Margaret and family; I can't begin to tell you how my life has been influenced by Lael,
his life, standards and accomplishments. From first meeting him in 1955, taking
classes for years, journeying to Grand Ledge, Michigan for summer stock, running
the river through the Grand Canyon and seeing him in action as Stake President, he
was ever a gentleman, scholar and friend.
A rather serious demeanor disguised a humorous side that he showed on occasion
to few collegues and friends. He was ever supportive and ready to pitch in whenever
asked.
His love of his family and the gospel towered above all else and he will be
remembered for that.
My love and thoughts to you all at this time of grief.
Neal Barth

Neal Barth - October 01, 2013 at 11:12 AM

“

Dear Margaret and family;
Lael was a very special man to me. I just wanted you to know that. He was always
there when I needed to talk and was so instrumental, as you were Margaret, in my
attending BYU in the first place. I thank God that he placed Lael in my life's
experience. I don't know if I would have ever found the Gospel if it were not for him,
because without his influence I never would have attended BYU.
Those few days spent in your home on Locust Lane in 1970 changed the direction of
my entire life. The hours spent with Lael continued to enrich me. His friendship, his
professor-ship, his example as a Son of God lifted not just me, but all who knew him.
After meeting Lael and spending time with him even my father said that BYU was the
place that he would pay for me to attend. I had many happy years at BYU and I have
a life in the Gospel of eternity because of the actions of this very special man.
Thank you for being a part of my life and may God's blessing and comforts visit you,
especially at this time.
-- Michael Perry

Michael Perry - October 01, 2013 at 07:19 AM

“

I would like to offer my deepest sympathies to you. I have experienced the pain of
death myself. I have lost many who were dear to me. I am so sorry for your loss.
Please know that you are never alone. Turn to the Holy Scriptures for guidance and
to help soothe your heart. Psalms 34:18 assures us that God is near to those broken
at heart and crushed in spirit. Please accept my deepest sympathies.

S Ford - September 30, 2013 at 02:24 PM

“

We will miss seeing Brother Woodbury in our ward and neighborhood. He was
always kind and smiling. What stands out the most to me is how he treated his wife.
What a tender, loving husband and a great example of a Christlike priesthood holder.
Thank you for sharing your strong testimony with us!

Wendy Nichols - September 30, 2013 at 12:52 PM

“

Last Year I had a wonderful visit with Lael and Margaret. I was so touched by the
spirit and the love in their home that I went home and wrote this poem for them. They
are two of the most wonderful people I have ever met! We will miss the wonderful
way you treated everyone, especially sweet Margaret.
Seeing What He Sees
She looks at him, he looks at her. Their love is plain to see. For over sixty years it's
been Their heart born legacy.
She's always been a beauty To anyone around, But none appreciate it more Than his
grinning eyes of brown.
For years he's looked upon her At home and on the stage And praised her work and
efforts In the many roles she's played.
Her face is etched upon his mind Her kindness in his heart. They laugh and smile
and relish life Making aging well an art.
His eyes have changed, as some eyes do, After years of working well, The features
of his lovely bride His eyes no longer tell.
But her beauty, only strengthened, By the ups and downs of life, Is the kind that
comes from deep within More felt than seen, his wife.
"Do not feel sad," he tells me, As we speak of vision lost "For I have her, and she has
me. I'll take that at any cost."
"We'll always have each other, Thanks to a loving God. And that will keep us happy
Through any trial we trod."
She looks at him, He looks at her. Their love is plain to see And now I understand at
last Their heart born legacy. ~by Kathryn May Chapman
~For Lael and Margaret Woodbury

Kathryn Chapman - September 30, 2013 at 12:40 PM

“

Dear Woodbury Family,
It was my great blessing to be a teenager in a ward where Lael Woodbury was our
Sunday School Teacher. With Brother Woodbury, it was never an "ordinary" lesson.
Every lesson he ever gave was infused with energy, wisdom, study, faith, and a
desire to bear firm witness of the truthfulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
His insights were so powerful and appreciated, and I will forever be grateful for the
blessing of knowing him.
I also treasured my precious friendship with his remarkable daughter, Shannon.
Please know how grateful I am for your family and how honored I am to have known
your dear husband and father and sister and daughter.
My love, sympathy, and caring,
Terri Fisher Jensen

Terri Fisher Jensen - September 29, 2013 at 08:58 PM

“

Dear Woodbury Family,
I was in the BYU 2nd Stake when Lael Woodbury served as Stake President. I have
never forgot an evening fireside when Paul Dunn was to be the speaker. There had
been some miscommunication and when Elder Dunn didn't arrive, someone called
him and found out that he had the fireside date as the following week. The ballroom
was filled to capacity with a large crowd anticipating a talk from Elder Dunn.
President Woodbury took the microphone and spontaneously delivered a wonderful
message. I have never forgot the spirit that filled the ballroom that evening.
Whenever I listen to my Book of Mormon CD's with him as voice, I am reminded of
that experience. He certainly was a light and a wonderful servant of the Lord.
Sheryl Martin

Sheryl Martin - September 29, 2013 at 07:08 PM

“

I loved Lael so much. He was a kind and gentle man with a very big heart. He
believed in me so much, even when I didn't believe in myself. His faith in Christ
helped strengthen my testimony in the church. Today I am happily married (sealed in
the temple) with 5 five beautiful children. His righteous influence helped me to
achieve that. Thank you Lael. I will miss you so much until we meet on the other
side. Alberta (May) Okoro

Alberta - September 27, 2013 at 07:44 PM

“

Lael was such a wonderful member of our ward. His comments were always deeply
thought out and spiritual. His role as Abraham, in the movie "Akada, The Binding" was
deeply moving to watch. When ever I had a sealing to do, I asked for Lael because his
thoughts were so profound and the Spirit was always there. I learned much from his
insights into temple seallings. I will miss being in the ward with such a wonderful man who
humbly contributed so much to the church and his family. ( Sue Maxwell)
Sue Maxwell - September 29, 2013 at 07:08 PM

