Lawrence David Mullins
October 11, 1936 - November 30, 2018

Lawrence David Mullins born October 11, 1936 to Lawrence Darrel and Hannah
Robertson Mullins in Provo, Utah. Larry lost his mother only 3 days after he was born and
was raised by his maternal grandparents and Aunt Ruth; he grew up on ranches and
sheep farms and learned the value of honesty, hard work and integrity.
He is preceded in death by his grandparents, his parents, his baby sister Cheryl and other
siblings, dear friends and loved ones. Larry learned to box in High School and carried that
skill with him into the Army at 18. He excelled as a soldier and served in the Infantry
during the Korean War and spent many years in Panama teaching jungle survival.
Larry was discharged, came back home and met the love of his life Patsy. After his
persistent efforts, Larry convinced Patsy to marry him and they began their life together.
Larry worked in many fields after getting his bachelors and master’s degrees, but his
favorite memories were made while working for BYU and establishing and running their
survival program where he spent many years teaching college students how to survive in
any environment. Many lives were changed in those years. His next adventure began
when the LDS Church asked him to create a security program for protecting the Prophet.
Larry created the foundation for what is today one of the best security programs that exist.
Larry enjoyed many years working as the personal body guard to President Spencer W
Kimball and later published a book about those experiences. His next adventures took him
back to nature where he spent the rest of his years working as a State Peace Officer for
the Division of Natural Resources, in Search and Rescue and various State parks. He
retired in 1998.
Larry was an expert survivalist, hunter, fisher, tracker, gourmet cook, painter, writer,
published author, scholar, life-long learner and so much more, but with all of his many
talents and experiences, Larry was the most proud of his family.
Larry and Patsy were blessed with 8 children; Kathy Dewitt (Alan), Ann Larsen (Barry),

Sue Anderson (Randy), Larry Mullins (Bonnie), Tracy Myers, Aaron Mullins (Missy),
Danny Mullins (Melissa), Hannah Cutler (Steve) and 2 foster children, Amy Black and
Jerry Platero. They were also blessed with 26 grandchildren, 48 great-grandchildren and 3
great-great-grandchildren. All of whom never left grandma and grandpa’s house without
knowing that they were loved and needed to “visit again soon”. There was barely an inch
of wall space that wasn’t covered with pictures of their children and their grandchildren
and they loved to show them off.
Larry was a convert and an active member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-days.
He served in countless callings and leadership positions and shared his knowledge, love
of the gospel and his love of people. To know Larry was to love him and to know that he
loved you. He was a straight shooter and would always tell you the unvarnished truth, but
he also had a finely-honed sense of humor and never missed an opportunity to tease and
share his dry jokes, even if he was the only one laughing at them.
In the words of his kids, “He was the best Dad in the whole world.” “He was the Rock of
this family.” “I always knew that he loved me and that I was special to him.”
We love you Dad. Thank you for making us all what we are today.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Friday, December 7, 2018 at the Lakeside 14th
Ward Chapel, 2530 West 200 South, Provo, Utah. Visitations will be held at the church
Thursday, December 6 from 6-8:00 p.m. and Friday from 9:30-10:45 a.m. prior to services.
Interment will be in the Provo City Cemetery. Condolences may be expressed at
www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

Larry Mullins and I, along with Jeff Fischer, were in a bishopric together in the 92nd
Ward of the BYU 9th Stake between 2001 and 2003. It is/was a single student ward
with wonderful young people. That was a memorable few years for us all, and I
learned to love and respect Larry for many reasons. He had an amazing sense of
humor, and I can still picture that little smile he would get on his face. His gospel
insights and love of the students was deep. And those students loved Larry and
many came to visit when he had his heart bypass surgery. One of the craziest things
he did was sing a song at a ward function titled "Sneaky Snakes" by Tom T. Hall
while I played the guitar. He brought the house down. A man of so many talents and
endearing qualities. He lived an incredible and full life. I still have and wear a tie he
hand painted with Utah rock art motifs. I think of him every time I wear it, which is
often. I feel so privileged to have known and served with this wonderful man.

Joel Janetski - December 07 at 05:31 PM

“

Larry was a very special man. He was, by far, my favorite uncle. He taught me so
much. I loved how good I felt whenever I was around him. I believe that we should
only be sad about not being able to physically see him around otherwise, we should
celebrate his life and smile when we think of him.
Dennis Goudy, Nephew

Dennis Goudy - December 07 at 11:21 AM

“

Patsy, how blessed we have been to know and be associated with you and Larry. We
love you and pray for a sense of real peace to be with you and your family. Thank
you for all you do on behalf of so many. You have always been a wonderful example,
as has Larry. Don and Linda Barker

Don & Linda Barker - December 07 at 10:35 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Lawrence David Mullins.

December 06 at 06:07 PM

“

From: The UT & AZ Cultural Staff at Logan Simpson purchased the A New Sunrise
Spray for the family of Lawrence David Mullins.

From: The UT & AZ Cultural Staff at Logan Simpson - December 05 at 06:23 PM

“

Coldwell Banker Union Heights purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the
family of Lawrence David Mullins.

Coldwell Banker Union Heights - December 05 at 02:57 PM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Lawrence David Mullins.

December 04 at 10:36 AM

“

Hannah,
I am so very sorry for your loss. Your dad sounds like he was an amazing man with
many talents.
My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family. I wish you peace and comfort.
Love, Sheryl

Sheryl Metz - December 03 at 06:07 PM

