Leah Jean Robinson
March 18, 1990 - November 30, 2019

While under the influence of medication in the hospital this year, Leah Jean Robinson
expressed an interest in writing a book someday. She matter-of-factly told us that she
would write about herself “because I’m awesome.”
She never got to write that book, but she did have a point. Leah was awesome. She was
born on March 18, 1990 in Provo, Utah with her mother’s beautiful green eyes and her
dad’s hairline (thankfully that hair grew in eventually). From the very beginning she was
eager, sassy, and full of sunshine. As the youngest of six kids—five girls and a boy—she
was doted on and always loved having lots of people around her. Leah made friends
easily and early in life, and many of those childhood friends were still key people in her life
to the end. She was a born leader and only had to play B-characters when chasing her
older siblings around as a kid.
Always clever and precocious, Leah excelled in academics. She maintained great grades
and a healthy social life throughout her years at Westridge Elementary School, Dixon Jr.
High, and Provo High School. Along the way she discovered the arts and fell completely in
love with literature, music, and theater. She had an incredible soprano voice that always
left you with goosebumps and a remarkable talent for the piano. She loved theater and
participated in several high school plays. She graduated from Provo High School in 2008.
After high school Leah attended Brigham Young University, where her warmth,
friendliness, and complete obsession with books made her a perfect match for the first
love of her working life, the children’s books section of the BYU bookstore. She became a
guru of children’s and juvenile fiction. Leah also spent an incredible semester abroad in
England, where she waxed poetic on the moors. She followed the official semester with a
trip around Europe and remained enamored with the continent for the rest of her life. She
was able to return once more in 2018 and the love affair continued.
Leah took a break from college to serve a mission for The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints in Richmond, Virginia from 2013-2015. She adored her time in Virginia

serving the Lord and bringing much-loved souls to the good news of the gospel. Her
absolute love for and faith in the gospel of Jesus Christ was always palpable and the
cornerstone on which she built everything in her life.
Leah graduated from BYU in 2015, majoring in English. Her first professional job was as
an editor in San Francisco, a city which she quickly fell in love with. She lived and worked
there for a year before coming back home to Provo. Here she came into her calling in life
as a school librarian for Timpanogos Elementary school. She lived for this job and the kids
she taught. Her greatest joy came when she could help to flip the switch for a child and
find them a book that got them hooked on reading. She spent hours and hours outside of
school making the library a happy, safe, and loved environment for her students.
Leah was diagnosed with a brain tumor in January of 2019 and left us to go home to her
Savior on November 30, 2019. We are confident that her adored father, Stephen,
grandparents, aunts, uncles, and beloved friends were all there to welcome her home. We
will desperately miss her sunny personality, sharp wit, unwavering faith, her quick and
infectious laugh, loyal, sincere friendship, her voice belting out musicals, listening ear,
squeezy hugs, her nose in a book, and a million other little things about her that all added
up to a truly incredible and lovely person.
Leah is survived by her mother, Janet; brother, Michael (Heidi); sisters, Sarah (Chris)
Eddy, Rebekah (Brian) Thomas, Emily (Ryan) Pattee, and Mary (Paul) Lamas; 18 nieces
and nephews who adored their Auntie, who always had time to read or recommend books
or take them on an adventure. Also many aunts and uncles, cousins, and friends who
were truly family to her and whose love and service sustained her through her illness.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Friday, December 6, 2019 at the Grandview
17th Ward Chapel, 1122 Grand Ave., Provo, Utah. Friends may visit with the family at the
Berg Mortuary of Provo, 185 East Center Street, Thursday, December 5 from 6-8:00 p.m.
and at the church Friday from 9:30-10:30 a.m. prior to services. Interment, Larkin Sunset
Gardens, Sandy, Utah. Condolences may be expressed at http://www.bergmortuary.com.
Many thanks to the friends and staff at the Huntsman Cancer Institute, the University of Ut
ah Hospital, and especially Elevation hospice for their amazing love, care, and compassio
n for Leah and her family throughout her illness.
In lieu of flowers, contributions can be made to the Huntsman Cancer Institute at https://gi
ve.huntsmancancer.org/page/5121/donate/1
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Comments

“

Hello Leah, oh the memories. I cant' wait to go through all my old videos, put them
on CD of when you were over playing/fighting with Missi. I always enjoyed finding
you and Missi's "make up" letters you'd write each other. Your laugh, You are on my
mind. Such a beautiful lady.
Your old neighbor,
Chris

chris - November 16 at 09:45 AM

“

I'm very sad to have missed the funeral for Leah. I love that girl. She and I worked at
the BYU Bookstore together where she made up fun book related games for us to
pass the time. We had a candy bowl at our desk that we would take turns filling, and
often when a customer asked about a book, I would say "Oh, Leah loved that one",
because she read just about everything. I remember introducing her to my boyfriend,
now husband, and getting her opinion. In fact, that boyfriend proposed to me right
outside of Leah's apartment after we attended her birthday party on St Patrick's day
2012. When I told her the next day she said "Why didn't you come back in and tell
me?!" Leah invited me over to her parents' house one day to try on prom dresses
because I needed to dress up like a fairy for a work event. She always made time for
others, she was just incredible. I remember her telling me adamantly that she would
not serve a mission, then chuckling when she actually did go. I only wish I could have
seen her again since then. I love you Leah.

Lauren Bird - December 07, 2019 at 01:10 PM

“

Thank you so much for sharing, Lauren! Leah absolutely loved that job. The “book-related
games” is so her!
Becky Thomas - December 10, 2019 at 08:26 AM

“

When Leah was in sixth grade at Westridge, I had just started teaching reading
recovery. About once a week during lunch, she would come into my office at the back
of the library and visit with me. The second or third Harry Potter book had just come
out, and she was horrified I hadn’t read them yet. I was just out of college and
completely insecure in my new job, but this sweet eleven year old would come in and
check on me and see how her cousin was doing. Love you, Leah Jean.

Aimee Augustus - December 06, 2019 at 04:20 PM

“

Although I didn't have the blessing of knowing Leah, I do know her sister Emily here
is Illinois quite well. From hearing of Leah's journey this last year and of the amazing
woman she was, I truly wish I had known Leah. I know we would have been great
friends. Emily has been a dear friend and I ache with her and the Robinson family at
this time. Thankful for the peace of eternal families... love to all of Leah's family at
this time.
Christine Moffat
Vernon Hills, IL

Christine Moffat - December 06, 2019 at 02:00 PM

“

I had the pleasure of attending grades 7-12th with Leah. Though we were never the
closest friends, we managed to somehow end up together a handful of times after
high school classes and talked about the gospel. One thing I remember distinctly
about her was how incredibly happy she was whenever she spoke about it, and
when she was sweet enough to share parts of her patriarchal blessing with me. I too
shared a portion of mine with her and was simply delightful to sit and ponder
together. Her smile was contagious, and I have nothing but kind words to say about
this incredible woman that went home too soon. I wish I would have stayed in closer
touch with such a beautiful soul.
Libni Jensen

Libni Jensen - December 05, 2019 at 11:57 PM

“

Leah was my freshman roommate at BYU - and although we did not stay close as
the years went by (simply for reasons of business, differing majors and time), I look
back with incredibly warm and fond memories of our friendship and time together. I
was so worried about going to BYU! I was coming all the way from Texas, and this
would be my first major time away from home. I was worried about what my
roommate would be like - would we get along? would we be friends? etc. And to my
great pleasure and surprise, I was blessed to be matched with her for that first year. I
remember her warm smile and how kind she always was to me (even if we did get
frustrated with out tight quarters). She was always willing to go on adventures, and
put up with me and all my crazy theater quirks and friends. I remember that she
would sleep with the window open in our tiny dorm room, even during the winter
when it was snowing outside, because it reminded her of her basement room at
home. And while I was a poor, freezing, thin-blooded Texan I didn't put up a fight
about it, because I knew that even though she wasn't physically far from home, it
made her happy to feel closer to her family while she was at school. I also remember
that she invited me into her family home to watch conference that first October,
because I still hadn't made many friends and didn't have anywhere to go. As the
years went by we would touch base from time to time on social media, but it was
always her that initiated with a kind word of encouragement or congratulations. I truly
feel blessed and lucky that she was my roommate for that important and transitional
year of my life.
I didn't take many pictures that first year (this was the pre cell phone camera days,
believe it or not) but I was able to find a few from that year that I love that I think
showcase her beautiful spirit. Two are from our very first Sunday as roommates
where we helped each other get ready, and two are from our freshman ward's
Halloween party. I was a Lois Lane and she was a kooky mad-scientist.
I am saddened to hear of this news, and send my deepest condolences. But
hopefully looking back on these memories will bring some smiles to faces - and I look
forward to the day when we will meet again and can look back on that crazy time in
our lives when our paths briefly crossed together.
Best,
Shannon Hutchins (then Hensley)

Shannon Hutchins - December 04, 2019 at 09:53 PM

“

After reading Leah's Obituary I must say she was a remarkable daughter of God and
obviously a blessing to many and an example to all who came in contact with her. So
much good done here on earth will translate to her doing the perfect good in heaven,
where she will undoubtedly touch hearts and help change eternal lives for the better.
A precious jewel has departed this earthly plain and surely has found her rightful
place in the crown in heaven.

Dana Robinson - December 04, 2019 at 11:19 AM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Bob Bauer - December 04, 2019 at 04:42 AM

“

I remember Leah was an amazing lady super talented. We were together in Pirates
and fiddler on the roof junior and senior year at PHS. She was amazing as Ruth in
pirates so funny!!

Joaquin Vizcarra - December 04, 2019 at 12:37 AM

“

I looked up to Leah so much in high school! She was the choir mama of the whole
program, and she was always amazing in the school musicals. Love you Leah!
Thanks for lighting the way.

Elisa Black - December 03, 2019 at 11:59 PM

“

I went to school with Leah from Middle School through High School. Leah was such
a sweet and happy girl. Every time she saw me she would give me the biggest hug
and a smile and ask me how my day was going. I am going to miss her smile, her
hugs and the light she brought to the world.

Whitney Gordon - December 03, 2019 at 08:16 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Leah Jean Robinson.

December 03, 2019 at 06:58 PM

“

I went to school with Leah starting from Dixon up until we graduated in 2008. She
was always such a happy, bright person who was always smiling. She was kind to
everybody and could always make you laugh. I have such wonderful memories of her
that I will cherish forever. I’m so very sorry to her family and hope you all know what
a light she was in the world. She will be missed.

Britney Johnson - December 03, 2019 at 05:25 PM

“

We are deeply saddened at the passing of Leah! She was such a light as a librarian
to the students and staff of Timpanogos Elementary. She had a talent for making
everyone feel welcomed and safe in her "little bit of heaven" of a library! We are all
better for knowing this amazing woman and she will be greatly missed by all of us
that had the opportunity to work with her!
Christine Durst
Provo City School District Library/Media Coordinator

Christine Durst - December 03, 2019 at 01:24 PM

