Lealand Jackson
May 13, 1932 - June 4, 2019

Lealand Jackson, 87, died on June 4, 2019, while in hospice care at The Sheridan at
South Jordan, Utah. He was born on May 13, 1932, in Beaver, Utah, and was the
youngest of eight children.
Lealand spent his young life working alongside his siblings on the family dairy farm in
Beaver, occasionally finding time to play with his beloved dog, Toby, and buying
milkshakes in town with nickels he had saved. His family moved to Lakeview by the time
he was nine, and it was at Lincoln High School in Orem where he and four of his closest
buddies roamed the halls as the Lakeview Five. In between water skiing adventures,
driving the roads of Provo in his 1936 Ford, and miscellaneous hijinks of which legends
are made, Lealand found the love of his life, Carma Varley. In fact you can say they made
beautiful music together as they both played in the high school band, Lealand on trumpet
and Carma on the clarinet.
After marrying Carma in 1953, Lealand enlisted in the US Navy, serving in the Korean
War. He and Carma worked hard while raising a family, moving from Utah to Oregon and
eventually setting in Louisa, Virginia, where they lived for 48 years. Driven by his work
ethic and his innate ability to fix anything, he ran his own successful painting business,
restored a 1936 Ford, invented the sport of lawn-surfing (which involved dragging a
wooden board covered with squealing grandchildren behind a riding lawn mower), and
perfected his Sunday morning breakfast ritual complete with his special cheese eggs and
bacon. Lee loved making people laugh−he had a joke for every occasion and enjoyed
teasing the grandkids.
Lealand and Carma returned to Utah in 2018, residing at the The Sheridan at South
Jordan, a senior care facility.
Lealand is survived by his wife of 65 years, Carma Varley Jackson; their five children,
Cheryl (Dennis) McCleary, Jeanne (Brad) Smeath, Julie (Robbie) Reed, Bill (Jennifer)
Jackson, and Terri Jackson; 14 grandchildren, and 11 great-grandchildren.

Graveside services will be held at 2:00 p.m., Friday, June 7, 2019 at the Provo City
Cemetery, 610 South State Street, Provo, Utah. Friends may visit with the family at the
Berg Mortuary of Provo, 185 East Center Street, from 1-1:45 p.m. prior to services at the
cemetery. Condolences may be expressed to the family at www.bergmortuary.com.
The family wishes to extend their love and appreciation to the caring, supportive staff of
The Sheridan at South Jordan and to Berg Mortuary.
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Visitation

01:00PM - 01:45PM

Berg Mortuary of Provo
185 East Center Street, Provo, UT, US, 84606

JUN
7

Graveside Service

02:00PM

Provo City Cemetery
610 South State Street, Provo, UT, US, 84606

Comments

“

I feel blessed to say that Lealand Jackson was my grandpa so often when I would go
to your house I was so excited because I knew you would always think of something
amazing to think up to make everything more fun whether it was building the lawn
surfer, stuffing a hot dog with cheese, or just telling me about your time in the navy. I
was always amazed when you would tell me all of your stories about the navy, high
school or anything else. You always inspired me with everything you did I can’t think
of one single school year I went through without writing some sort of paper about you
and your amazing stories and life and of course your all around personality as a child
I truly had no greater thrill than riding around in your car, lawnsurfing, and hearing
about serving the country, and golfing in your backyard. I’ll miss you so much and
just want to say once again thank you for being such an amazing grandpa.

Hank Gisselman - June 07, 2019 at 11:31 PM

“

Roxy Gisselman
My grandpa J was a great person who was always thinking of smart inventions and
ideas that would make our trips to Virginia fun and interesting. He had a good life
surrounded by good people who loved him very much. I was always inspired by how
when the doctor told him to take medicine, he said “can’t I just exercise instead?” He
passed very peacefully surrounded by the ones he loved. I will miss my grandpa and
how he would take me surfing on a wooden board behind his Virginia house. He
always looked on the brighter side of things and made jokes, it always brightened
everyone’s mood. Everyone in his family, and his friends, will mourn his passing and
I hope that he will be peaceful in his afterlife. Love, Roxy

Sam Gisselman - June 07, 2019 at 08:28 PM

“

I was so lucky to meet you 20 years ago, and my kids are immeasurably blessed to
call you “grandpa.” From the first time we shook hands, you were welcoming and
generous; I came to know you as a model of resourcefulness and determination. I
gave up a long time ago thinking I’d ever outwork you, which is why at one time I had
visions of enlisting you to help me on a car rebuild projectof my own some day.
You had this way of listening to a story or an opinion of mine and then pausing,
squinting at me ever-so-briefly through the corners of your eyes as if to say, “I’m not
sure about that, but if you really think so, I’ll let you have that one.” I always
appreciated that.
The world is certainly a less interesting place today without you in it, but I’ll honor
your life every time I figure out a mechanical challenge, place a tool back where it
belongs (and just as clean as when it came out), and some day by lighting up when I
see my grandkids, as though I was a child myself. And someday, I’m going to build
that dream car too.
Rest In Peace my friend! All my love to Carma and the Jackson family.

Sam Gisselman
Sam Gisselman - June 07, 2019 at 03:54 PM

“

Deepest sympathies, Your Atmosphere Family purchased the Basket Full of Wishes
for the family of Lealand Jackson.

Deepest sympathies, Your Atmosphere Family - June 07, 2019 at 10:34 AM

“

Going to miss you, Lee. I will never forget you asking me to grab the “hen way” from
the back seat of the car when we first met. Even then I knew you were up to
something and knew better than to ask you what you meant. Had I asked you “what’s
a hen way?”— you would have responded “about 2 pounds.” I don’t feel guilty that I
stole your fire that day... because you successfully pulled one over on me many
times after that. I will miss your pranks, your jokes, and your story telling. I will also
miss how much you made me feel so welcome and loved as “your favorite daughterin-law.” Well, as you know, you were my favorite father-in-law. Rest peacefully, Lee.

Jennifer Jackson - June 07, 2019 at 10:33 AM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Lealand Jackson.

June 07, 2019 at 09:30 AM

“

I miss you SO much dad

Thank you

Bill Jackson - June 06, 2019 at 07:53 PM

“

“

I’m so sorry for your loss! Many prayers for you and your family.
Sandy Robertson Diehl - June 06, 2019 at 10:40 PM

Miss you and love you so much dad

Terri Jackson - June 06, 2019 at 07:31 PM

“

“

Condolences and best wishes to Carma and all of you. Margo and Gary
gary gisselman - June 07, 2019 at 01:10 PM

My grandpa loved my puppy and my puppy loved my grandpa. They both go to enjoy
each other while they were still here.

Ainsley Jackson - June 06, 2019 at 07:18 PM

“

I’ll always remember you letting me drive the riding lawnmower all across your big
yard. I also think of you every time we go to The Spaghetti Factory - you gave our
moms a $100 bill at the park across the street and said that dinner was on you. That
day, I remember thinking how rich my grandpa was.

Until we see you again, Grandpa, rest easily.
Brianne McCleary - June 06, 2019 at 05:10 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jeanne Smeath - June 06, 2019 at 03:46 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Michelle Ridd - June 06, 2019 at 03:31 PM

“

6 files added to the album Memories Album

Michelle Ridd - June 06, 2019 at 02:41 PM

“

1 file added to the album Navy

Michelle Ridd - June 06, 2019 at 02:28 PM

