Lou Wana Marie Grundvig Parry
May 7, 1929 - August 19, 2019

Lou Wana Marie Grundvig Parry passed away on August 19, 2019, from causes incident
to being 90. She was born in Salt Lake City, Utah, on May 7, 1929 to Francis Oliver
Grundvig and Ollie Marie Allsop; she was the big sister to Marilyn and Sherrie. For most of
her life Sandy, Utah was home. As a child, however, the little house (a converted chicken
coop) next to her maternal grandmother and aunts’ families was more of a home base; her
father, a carpenter and painter, led the family for several years during the Great
Depression throughout the West to take up short-lived job opportunities. The times she
was able to spend with her beloved cousins were, next to the years when her own children
were young, the happiest of her life.
She graduated from Jordan High School in 1947 and Nurses Training at the University of
Utah and the LDS Hospital in 1951. As an RN she worked at the LDS Hospital for many
years, but in her early married years she also worked in small hospitals in Montpelier and
Moscow, Idaho. She typically held leadership positions in Nurses Training and on the job.
For the majority of her career she was the night shift charge nurse in Labor and Delivery;
she worked nights so she could be with her children during the day. Also, for most of those
years she was the sole breadwinner of the family.
She married Robert Douglas Parry on January 19, 1951 in the Salt Lake Temple of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and was a faithful member of that church
throughout her life. Robert passed away in November of 2005. They took in two little
members of the Nez Perce Tribe of Idaho in 1955 and formally adopted them the next
year. They then proceeded to bear six more children between 1958 and 1966. They lost
the younger of the two Nez Perce girls, Kitakita Brenna, to a drunk driver in 1958, and
their infant daughter, Kirsten Marie, in 1964 within hours of her candle-brief life.
Lou Wana was a gifted visual and musical artist. She was a perceptive painter of
landscapes (often from photos that her husband took) and studied formally with Paul
Kuhne, but her masterworks were her portraits of family members. Her art won awards at
the Utah State and Salt Lake County Fairs. She played the piano beautifully, but her

greatest musical achievement was to perform on the mandolin the “Adagio” movement
from Giovanni Hoffmann’s Concerto in D Major for Mandolin and Orchestra with the
Westminster College Orchestra under the direction of Professor Kenneth Kuchler, head of
the college’s Music Department and Associate Concertmaster of the Utah Symphony. She
also read great books happily and intelligently. She enjoyed doing family history and
genealogy, including her husband’s ancestors. She loved to be outside watching and
befriending birds or sitting in her small greenhouse. She was a dedicated and
knowledgeable gardener.
The world and her family can ill afford to lose such a smart, generous, and unjudgmental
woman. She is survived by daughters, Trae Blackeagle, Ruth Berrett (Richard), Rachel,
and Rhea; sons, Gordon (Maren) and Joe (Catherine); 14 grandchildren, and 11 greatgrandchildren. In addition to her husband and two daughters already mentioned, she was
preceded in death by both sisters, and a great-grandchild.
Funeral Services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Tuesday, August 27, 2019 at the Mount
Jordan 1st Ward Chapel, 8950 South 400 East, Sandy, Utah. A visitation will be held from
9:30-10:45 a.m. prior to services. Interment, Salt Lake City Cemetery. For the full obituary
and to leave condolences for the family, go to www.bergmortuary.com.

Cemetery Details
Salt Lake City Cemetery
200 N Street East
Salt Lake City, UT 84103

Previous Events
Visitation
AUG 27. 9:30 AM - 10:45 AM (MT)
Mount Jordan 1st Ward Chapel
8950 South 400 East
Sandy, UT 84070

Funeral Service
AUG 27. 11:00 AM (MT)
Mount Jordan 1st Ward Chapel
8950 South 400 East
Sandy, UT 84070
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To the Parry Family,
We want you to know of the great love and respect we have for your entire family.
We have many fond memories of all of you in the Sandy 4th Ward. I enjoyed a
special friendship with your father for many years. We remember your mother and
how hard she worked to support the family. Long late hours so that she could be
with you during the day, and yet, she was always happy and pleasant never
complaining of her lot in life. it was very clear to us that she truly loved her family
and would willingly do whatever was necessary to ensure their success and
happiness.
We knew your mother to be a noble and patient mother, wife, friend and neighbor.
We will always remember her smile and willingness to serve others.
Our sincere thoughts and prayers are with you during this time. We love you and
know that you have testimonies of the great reunion that has taken place beyond
the veil. The lives you and your posterity live will be the greatest tribute you could
give to your dear Mother.
Keyne and Carol Gay Thorne
St. George, Utah
Keyne Thorne - August 25, 2019 at 01:10 PM
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Aunt LouWana always looked so much like my mother, yet she had her own look
and her own ways. She always had such a calm, settled feeling about her. My
mother told me of what a great big sister LouWana was. Their parents required
LouWana to look after her younger sister, so Mother grew up being watched over
by her. When my mother's first child was being born prematurely, about two
months early, LouWana was there by her side, and Mother told me what a great
calming influence she was, and this in spite of the fact that LouWana had married
first, yet had no children of her own yet, and this was her younger sister. She
never displayed any jealousy when my mother went on to have four more children
before LouWana had any. But Aunt LouWana raised such a good family when her
children did come, and in circumstances that were less than ideal, and I never
heard her complain or criticize at all. She was always positive and uplifting.
It was such a treat to be able to stop in at her house every so often for the past
several years. She was someone of my parents' generation I could ask questions
of, and I valued her point of view and her insights, learning things about the family
and about my own life from her. I still have questions I want to ask her. Oh well.
How I will miss her! I already really miss knowing she is there.
Zona Marie King
Z M King - August 24, 2019 at 06:41 PM



Touching Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of Lou
Wana Marie Grundvig Parry.
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