Margaret McConkie Pope
May 30, 1923 - July 11, 2019

Our beloved mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother, Margaret McConkie Pope,
passed away in her sleep July 11 at 1:30 a.m., having lived a full, faithful, and enthusiastic
life.
A few weeks preceding her birth, Oscar W. McConkie took his wife, Vivian Redd
McConkie, to Moab, so that she might have access to a hospital where Margaret would
safely arrive to bless their family. She grew up the middle child surrounded by five
brothers. Margaret had a delightful childhood, living near grandparents as a toddler, and
then later spending summers in Monticello riding horses and swimming in the water hole.
When Margaret was three, Oscar and Vivian decided to leave his successful law practice
in Monticello and move to Salt Lake City, where their children would receive a better
education.
That education served Margaret well. Teaching has been in the very fiber of Margaret’s
heart for nearly a century. One granddaughter said of her, “Always in teaching mode.” She
learned to teach as she was taught in her home by wise and faithful parents. The gospel
of Jesus Christ was the primary topic, although Vivian tutored each of her children in math
and other subjects.
After graduating East High School, Margaret attended the University of Utah where she
earned a bachelor’s degree in elementary education and where she met Bill Jordan Pope,
who would nurture, adore, and temper her for the rest of eternity. A war bride, Margaret
was married to Bill in the Salt Lake Temple on September 10, 1943. Margaret taught
school while he was in Japan in the service. She again taught school for three years while
they lived in Abadan, Iran.
As a fourteen year old, she posted on her mirror a quote from Abraham Lincoln, “I will
study and get ready, and perhaps my chance will come.” Throughout her life, she studied
the scriptures diligently and many teaching opportunities came. Margaret influenced many
testimonies as gospel scholar, a writer, a well-known speaker in the Church, and a

missionary on Temple Square. She served as a gospel doctrine teacher for most of her
adult life. Her last assignment in that calling was when she was 90 years old. She taught
all to “liken the scriptures to themselves.” Her primary goal in life was to bring souls to
Jesus Christ, starting with her family. In the home she was often found with her open, wellworn scriptures, and she would usually pause her study to teach her children what she
was studying. The President of Brigham Young University invited her to teach a Book of
Mormon class, which she did as a volunteer until that program was discontinued and then
she was invited to join the religion faculty part time.
Margaret was the enthusiastic cheerleader and supporter of her children and her husband;
she was a kind and loving mother who never let her children leave the home without a
hug, and an “I love you,” or the familiar phrase, “Remember who you are!” Her children
had the security and role model of knowing that she loved and adored their father, Bill
Pope.
She was a church and community event organizer extraordinaire, whose creativity was
influenced greatly by diverse cultures and countries, especially Iran. Her children often
came home to smells of homemade bread, simmering spaghetti sauce, or some exotic
Iranian dish that she prepared just for them.
Margaret is survived by her four children, Louis McConkie Pope (Ruth), Leslie Layton
(Alan), Kathryn Hoopes Paxman (David), and Margaret Patrice Tew (Wayne); brother,
Oscar W. McConkie II, and a large posterity of grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and
one great-great-grandchild. She was preceded in death by her parents, Oscar Walter
McConkie and Margaret Vivian Redd McConkie; son-in-law, Richard Divers Hoopes
(Kathryn); daughter-in-law, Christine Clark Pope (Louis); and brothers, Bruce Redd
McConkie, France Briton McConkie, James Wilson McConkie, and William Robert
McConkie.
Memorial Services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Saturday, July 27, 2019 at the Pleasant View
2nd Ward Chapel, 650 East Stadium Avenue, Provo, Utah. Friends may visit with the
family from 9:30-10:45 a.m. prior to services. Interment in the Salt Lake City Cemetery will
be prior to the memorial service. Condolences may be expressed at http://www.bergmortu
ary.com. “In lieu of sending flowers please consider a donation to BYU Law and Religion."
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Pleasant View 2nd Ward Chapel
650 East Stadium Avenue, Provo, UT, US, 84604

Comments

“

Margaret was my visiting teacher. Ray Beckham and I enjoyed a study group with
Margaret and Bill. We enjoyed their family, hospitality and cooking.
When my first husband, Robert H Hales passed away, Margaret often stopped by to
see if I needed company. When Bill was away, she, on more than one occasion,
invited me to a lovely Sunday dinner. It was no small effort for just two of us, but she
made it seem effortless. I also remember how she cared for her mother.
It seems Margaret had a spirit of giving and teaching that was enlarged by her
convictions. Bill and Margaret have left their mark in Utah Valley with their generosity
and they leave for the future their wonderful family.
Thank you all for your goodness and example.
Love, Janette Hales Beckham

Janette Hales Beckham - August 01, 2019 at 08:11 PM

“

Dear Margaret, I always looked forward to being in Utah and looking her up. She was
always glad to see me. And I will forever will remember helping her with family
parties and dinners at Hobble Creek home. Our friendship began at Oak Hills 6th
ward. When I was called to be her visiting teacher. She truly was a marvelous
teacher. I remember the enthusiastic encouragement she gave when I moved away
to Texas. I was so sad to leave, but she said. How wonderful Maria!! You are going to
a brand new adventure!! With a big smile and she really meant it. So many more
memories. I know her family will miss her. She always spoke with do much pride of
all her children. Margaret, until I see you again.

Maria Eugenia Fawcett - July 25, 2019 at 08:47 PM

“

Margaret is a force of nature! Cindy Bowles and I swam with her in her Hobble Creek
Home many mornings and she was unstoppable! She also loved to do the latest
exercises and was game for just about anything. We love her and are happy for her
reunion with her eternal love, Bill. Wishing peace and love to you, Louis, and the
whole family.
Debbi Abbott

Debbi Abbott - July 24, 2019 at 04:24 PM

“

Dear Kathryn, David & family,
Sounds from the obituary that your Mom lived a very full and fulfilling life in both
family, community and church. It must be good to look back and see that example.
May God and His angels put their arms around to comfort you at this time.
LoRie Thomsen

LoRie Thomsen - July 24, 2019 at 03:35 PM

“

As I was sharing with Margaret a few precious hours, her right arm frequently lifted
upwards. I did not know that she was already on her last journey, but my eyes
followed the pioneers crossing a stream, the prophet Joseph Smith in the distance,
holding the scriptures as a focus, as a guide. This beautiful painting hung above her
bedside. It
depicts struggle, sacrifice, perseverance and an undying testimony. Her love for
the gospel left footprints for many of us to follow. I miss Margaret, her laughter, her
thoughts and her “accountings” of all her blessings. My dear friend, fare well.
Still walking together, Rosemarie Holland

Rosemarie Holland - July 23, 2019 at 02:33 PM

“

Dear Leslie, This is Jolene Swenson writing from Concepcion Chile where my
husband and I are serving in the temple. I met you and your amazing mother in May
when I went to Jamestown to visit friends of my mother and one of them, Agnes, sat
at the same table as your mom, so that's how we met. I want to say how grateful I
am for that little encounter because I was so inspired by you and your mother, could
feel your faithfulness and sheer goodness and I've thought about you and her so
many times since, this power to bring light to others. I'll never forget it. I'm so happy
and grateful that Magnificent Margaret got the luxurious gift of just falling asleep and
passing to the other side. Good for her.

In expressing these things to my husband and reading her obituary with him, we now
realize there is another connection between us: my husband Joe Neil Swenson
worked with Alan at Imagine Learning. Please feel a big hug from both of us.
With deep and respect,
Jolene Swain Swenson
Jolene Swain Swenson - July 22, 2019 at 12:06 PM

“

with deep LOVE and respect
Jolene Swain Swenson - July 22, 2019 at 12:10 PM

“

I first came to know Margaret through the personal support that she and Bill gave to
the International Center for Law and Religion Studies at BYU—virtually from the
beginning of the formal organization of the Center in 2000. I had known her brother
Oscar for years as a result of joint legal engagement with international law and
religion issues, and I had cloudy childhood memories of early days when my parents
had been in a study or dinner group with the Popes (who would have been at East
High School and the University of Utah at roughly the same time as my parents). But
it was really through association in Center initiatives that I came to know Margaret.
She was a regular attender at our annual law and religion symposium each October,
where she enjoyed speaking with and learning from the international participants.
She always engaged everyone with a smile, a sparkle in her eye, and at the same
time, was well known for penetrating direct questions. She was always fully involved
with the intellectual content of our conferences, from beginning to end. I remember
her taking me aside one year at the end of two long days of proceedings and
energetically underscoring the significance of new statistical data on the magnitude
of global restrictions on religious freedom that I had mentioned in my concluding
presentation. At the Center, we had the opportunity not too long ago of holding a
dinner in Margaret’s honor, and I will long remember the forcefulness of the
testimony that she shared with us and her family members who had gathered at the
time. It is safe to say that Margaret has always been a warm and forceful presence
wherever she is, and that presence will be missed. But she has left a powerful legacy
behind in the lives of her posterity, and being rejoined with Bill, her presence will
undoubtedly continue to illuminate the space around her as she moves forward with
new and undoubtedly lively teaching roles in the life to come.
Cole Durham

Cole Durham - July 20, 2019 at 01:38 PM

“

I'm very sorry for your loss. I pray that during this time you will feel the Saviors loving
arms embracing your lives. Patti Ludlow

Patti Ludlow - July 19, 2019 at 02:31 AM

