Marilyn Smoot
October 1, 1947 - March 4, 2011

Our beloved sister, aunt, and friend, Marilyn Smoot, was taken from us too soon, on
March 4, 2011. She was born October 1, 1947 in Havre, Montana, the daughter of Reed
Smoot and Stella Madsen, and a great-granddaughter of Apostle and Senator Reed
Smoot. The family returned to Salt Lake City in 1950. Marilyn graduated from East High
where she was a dancer—a choreographer of modern dance performances for which she
sewed the costumes. She pursued her dancing at the Martha Graham advanced modern
dance academy. She attended classes at Utah State and Westminster and spent a couple
of years in San Francisco, working in sales for Brooks Brothers. Returning to Salt Lake in
1970, she worked as a waitress at Log Haven. She opened her own dog business, The
Groomery, which she operated for over 4 years.
She continued her devotion to animal care and followed her heart to become first a docent
and then a zookeeper at Hogle Zoo, where she worked diligently for over 25 years. She
developed strong and loving care for many animals there, but was especially fond of the
giraffes, penguins and hippos (Moe-Pig in particular). She helped hand raise many of
them from infancy and remained their tenacious advocate. Marilyn developed a great
personal repertoire of animal stories over the years and could elicit hearty laughs in
response to her tales of the antics – taking baby hippos for strolls around the zoo, slickly
removing a stuck toy from around Moe-Pig’s nose, or creating feeding strategies for a
physically challenged giraffe. She loved traveling and went as far as Africa – three times!
– the last time in 2000 as a participant in a successful world-wide effort to rescue
hundreds of dying penguins in Cape Town.
Emphysema led to Marilyn’s early retirement in 2001, although her love of the zoo, the
animals, and her friends there would have kept her happy for years to come. Retirement
allowed her time to pursue her avid interest in books and movies, sipping wine and
reminiscing with family and friends, some relationships maintained since in high school.
She is survived by her sisters Kathryn Egan (Wayne) and Anita Hartmann (Dieter), and
nephew Jason Caldwell (Lisa) and niece Sherilyn Phillips (Trevor), and six grand nieces
and nephews. She was preceded in death by her parents, whom she continued to love
and miss terribly.
We adored Marilyn with her wry sense of humor, respected her love of animals, and

appreciated her strong sense of independence. She was a fun-loving, free spirit and was
courageous to the end. The family appreciates and thanks Marilyn’s physicians, Jessica
Morgan and Jeffrey Kurrus, neighbors and friends for their support during this difficult time.
In lieu of flowers, Marilyn would appreciate a donation to your favorite animal welfare
organization.
Graveside services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Saturday, March 12, 2011 at the Provo City
Cemetery, 610 South State Street, Provo, Utah. Condolences may be sent to the family
through www.bergmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

We are sorry to learn of Marilyn's passing. She was responsible for so many good
high school memories. Marilyn was the catalyst for fun and excitement. Always a little
bit crazy. Everyone semed to seek out her companionship and associaiton. We loved
our visits to the Zoo. Marilyn was in charge of the Hippos and Giraffes. Each animial
knew Marilyn as a close personal friend and guardian. She was great to introduce
the animals to our children and make the occasion a special day for the kids. We will
miss her. Our sympathies and best wishes to the family.

Royal & Laura Cowley Hansen - High School Friend - April 07, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Kathryn and Anita, We're so sorry to hear about Marilyn. I admired her so much
with her love of animals and her work at the zoo. We send our love and condolences
to you. We'll contribute to Best Friends in her honor.
Love, Kam McDonald Capik

Kam Capik - Highland, UT - friend - March 15, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I remember many fun parties and get-togethers with Marilyn from Jr. High on. Her
laugh was ever present.
We did a dance together in Connie Jo's class which was so fun. We started out all
dramatic on opposites ends of the ballroom and ended crawling towards each other,
desperate to connect. When our fingers finally did touch, we recoiled in revulsion.
The class roared. I'll never forget the sound of her "EEEOOO."
It was fun reconnecting with her when I featured her in an article for the Catalyst
Magazine. It was about single women owning their own home and how it stood as a
metaphor for their lives. Marilyn ended with her motto: "Find a need and fill it."
She was an exceptional person and always a bright spot in my life.
My condolences to you, Kay and Anita.

Kathy Schoenhals - Salt Lake Cituy, UT - friend - March 12, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I felt so blessed to know Marilyn, even though it was for about 1 1/2 years. She
touched me in all our conversations and interactions, which were at least 2 times a
week for about 1/2 hour. I wish I could remember every word which she spoke, as to
know her, was truly to love her. I will miss how she helped me to laugh, even during
difficult times. When I last visited her in the hospital, which was the Sunday b-4 she
passed away; if I had known that would have been the last time, I wouldn't have left, I
would have stayed and just reminised how she touched me. Glad I told her I loved
her, and what a blessing she was for me in my life. Because of her, my little animal
rescue dog means even more as she gave me alot of advice for her..which we
laughed about, as my little angel doggy is kinda strong willed. I will look forward to
when I can see her on the other side, and we can laugh again. I'll also miss putting
candy canes, and mint covered pretzels in her car to surprize her.

Debbie Mitchell - SLC, UT - friend - March 10, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I worked with Marilyn when I was in Highschool for a couple of months, she taught
me about MoPig and the Giraffes. She was a great an sensitive person. I can't
believe I happen to see her obit, because I hardly ever look through them. She gave
me a book and now I will always treasure it.
I am glad I got to know her for that little short time in my life. I will always think of her
when I look through my scrapbook of the time I spent there.
Thanks Leah B

Leah Bowthorpe - worked with her at the zoo - March 07, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

A wonderful and sweet girl from high school. We shared a biology class with the
dreaded "Mr. B." and dissected a frog or two. Really sorry to hear of her passing.
Being an animal lover too, I wish I had known her in later years.

Ron Christensen - Salt Lake City, UT - Friend from East High - March 07, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Marilyn was magical to watch on the stage at East High! I am so sorry for your loss.

Heather Stewart Dorrell - Salt Lake City, UT - high school - March 06, 2011 at 12:00 AM

