Marja-Leena Tolvanen Rogers
November 18, 1945 - July 12, 2020

In loving memory of Marja-Leena Tolvanen Rogers. She was born in Helsinki, Finland on
Nov 18, 1945 to Valto and Irene Tolvanen. At age 11, she immigrated to British Columbia,
Canada with her parents and younger sister, Sirpa. Soon after, her family was introduced
to the Gospel, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and they were baptized.
Throughout her life, she exemplified the love of our Savior and was a bright light in all of
the lives she touched. It was that same beautiful spirit that inspired church leaders to cast
her as Eve in one of the first temple films.
Shortly after finishing school in Canada, Marja-Leena attended Brigham Young University,
USA, where she met, fell in love, and married Francis Max Rogers in the Salt Lake City
Temple. She would become a cherished companion and best friend to her husband for 52
years.
Their eternal family grew to include five beautiful children: Chaunine Joy, Michael Francis,
Cheree Elise, David Spencer and Christopher Mark, who have gifted her nine treasured
grandchildren.
After finishing her bachelor’s degree at BYU, Marja-Leena and her husband Francis, along
with newly-born daughter, Chaunine, moved to the badlands of the Navajo Nation to teach
school. It was no British Columbia, but her commitment to the students turned it into a
joyful experience. From there, she moved with her family to Brigham City, Utah, before
permanently settling in Provo, Utah.
Marja-Leena’s career ranged from being an Executive Assistant for various companies,
such as Novell, highlighted by being a Museum Docent for the Ramses Exhibit and an
Assistant Administrator of the Earth Science Museum, chaired by Wade Miller. These
roles complimented her passion for learning and ancient history. Her desire for knowledge
had no bounds. She loved studying all things, past, present and future. Her interests
ranged from birds and genealogy, to writing family histories and biographies.

Marja-Leena’s brilliant mind was always searching for more. She not only loved learning,
she loved everyone she worked with. She had little desire to be in the spotlight or seek
recognition. Her sincere interest in others, love, kindness, and generosity were given
freely to those who were fortunate enough to cross paths with her. One could say that
both her purpose and passion in life was to love.
As a loving caring wife, mother, grandmother and friend to all, she will be sorely missed.
Unfortunately due to the pandemic, funeral services will be a very limited gathering by
invitation only. The services will be recorded and a link will be shared on social media for
those who wish to view it. In the future when large group gatherings can safely happen
again we will have a celebration of her life. We look forward to being able to share that
moment with all of you.
If you prefer, in lieu of flowers, please send a donation to The Primary Children’s Hospital
or The Huntsman Cancer Institute.

Comments

“

con't.
All the while Lena did her share. Having babies, sometimes teaching a seminary
class, and partnering in business.
Lena carried herself like a queen--lovely, unhurried and intelligent. In addition to her
love of books, she sometimes read Finnish poetry to keep up the language. On her
bookshelf she had the quote, “Seek you out of the best books words of wisdom. . .”
Lena whistled beautifully—not just any little tune but classical music. She had a
mischievous sense of humor that could show up unexpectedly.
During the Temple movie era she was a star in Utah, and heads turned wherever she
went. She was mostly amused and managed it with grace. I remember that making
the movie had not been painless. I picked her up at the old studio after one of the
shoots and she was glad to leave for the day. The work was tedious, the lights hot,
and they made her wear a wig she described with an embarrassed laugh. (Am I right
that Francis was known to refer to Adam as a gorilla?)
It has been a blessed life for the Rogers family. Through it all, Lena had a mind of her
own, and a strong faith and a strong will.
I’m sad, Francis. Sending love at this tender time to all of you.
Donna Stanley McEvoy

Donna Stanley McEvoy - August 16, 2020 at 07:15 PM

“

Dear Lena. Thinking of her and our shared memories this afternoon. Friends from the
beginning.
• First there was the Southwest Indian Mission. Our lives converged in Provo where
we were all newlyweds as you boys finished school.
• Next came Francis & Mike team-teaching for public schools in Gallup-McKinley
County, NM, living in faculty housing below the big red cliffs in Church Rock.
• Then there was Indian Seminary, taught for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints; we were in Crownpoint, NM while you were in Ft. Wingate, NM, but
always in collaboration.
• Following that came the long-distance sharing between Mike at Sherman Indian
School in Riverside CA and Francis at Brigham City UT Intermountain Indian
Seminaries—and the house in Mantua

Donna Stanley McEvoy - August 16, 2020 at 07:11 PM

“

Leena always brightened every situation. Her zest for life surrounded one and drew
one closer to her. I especially enjoyed our chats after she had been to visit one of her
families and grandchildren. Leena's eyes would sparkle and shine as she related
anecdotes of her interactions with her grandchildren. She adores each of them as
she does her children and husband. I truly miss her.

Marilyn Dahneke - July 18, 2020 at 05:11 PM

“

BEST FRIENDS FOREVER!

Paul K. Evans - July 18, 2020 at 04:11 PM

“

This is such a great photo of all of you.

Thank you for sharing.

Love from,
Chaunine
Chaunine - July 18, 2020 at 04:16 PM

“

I will always remember Leena as the perfect “Eve” in the temple endowment film, and
the 2nd Mom to my two sons who were best friends with her two sons. Leena always
had a beautiful smile and countenance. I am sure she is having a wonderful family
reunion with her ancestors in the Spirit World. I pray that the Lord will bless Francis
and all her children and grandchildren to be comforted at this time of loss.
Remember the Spirit World is not very far away and Leena will be watching over
each of you and you will feel her close by .

Carolynn Smith - July 16, 2020 at 07:51 PM

“

I always loved visiting with Leena in Provo. She is my name sake. She was always
so happy to see me. And I was happy to see her. I will miss Leena always and
forever. Until we meet again Leena.

Leena Evans Chadsey - July 16, 2020 at 05:11 PM

“

When Mike's family moved to my neighborhood during our high school years in the
late 80's, we became fast friends (as well as my younger brother Jake becoming
friends with Dave), so we naturally spent a lot of time hanging out in the Roger's
home (including "high-stakes" underground dart competitions, while "Fran-man" tried
to decompress upstairs from teaching elementary school by listening to the soothing
sounds of Enya). My memories of Marja-Leena are of her bright eyes, her friendly,
calm and quiet demeanor (except for some of those Finnish "discussions" with
Grandma Tolvanen in the kitchen!) and essentially a sense of being comfortable and
welcome around her. Like with many high-school kids, I'm sure we exasperated her
with our pilfering of the refrigerator, but she was also always happy to accommodate
an extra mouth or two for family dinner with friends over. She seemed to take all of
our young "adventures" (like crashing through a section of back yard wood fence) in
stride and without getting angry. I'll forever be grateful to her for raising good (and
sometimes goofy) kids and one who I can honestly count as a best friend of mine
after all these years. I believe Leena's impact of treating others how she would hope
to be treated will live on with her family as well...peace & love
Jason (JK) Swenson

Jason Swenson - July 16, 2020 at 01:16 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Marja-Leena Tolvanen
Rogers.

July 16, 2020 at 12:21 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Marja-Leena Tolvanen
Rogers.

July 16, 2020 at 12:00 PM

